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NEBRASKA ORNtTHOLOGISTS’ UNION TREASURER’S REPORT December 31. 2011 



General 

Breeding 

Scholarship 

Endowment 


Funds 

Bird Atlas 

Fund 

Fund Total 

CHECKING 





Jan. 1, 2011 Balance - Checking 

$2,786.50 

-$166.07 

$940.58 

$0.001 $3.561.011 

RECEIPTS 





Memberships 

2,885.00 



1,000.00 3,885.00 

Subscriptions 

560.00 



560.00 

Donations-General/Scholarship 

335.00 


50.00 

385.00 

Donations-Quilt 

109.00 



109.00 

NE Environmental Trust Grant 


11,516.25 


11,516.25 

Transit from Endow CD 

348.12 



348.12 

Transfer from Atlas CD 


250.00 


250.00 

Spring Meet-Norfblk-2011 

1.848.75 



1,848.75 

Fail Meet‘Rowe Sanctuary-2011 

1,560.45 



1,560.45 

Sub-total Receipts 

$7,646.32 

$11,766.25 

$50.00 

$1,000.00 $20,462.57 

DISBURSEMENTS 





Spring Meet-Norfr)lk-2011 

1,389.42 


372.86 

1,762.28 

Spring Meet-Norfr^k-Refrinds 

94.50 



94.50 

Fall Meet-Rowe Sanctuary-2011 

1,209.05 


186.98 

1,396.03 

Fall Meet-Rowe Refunds-2011 

71.65 



71.65 

NBR-June/Dec 2010-Mar 2011 

3,144.03 



3,144.03 

Newsletter - Printing 

164.20 



164.20 

Postage 

451.42 



451.42 

Wiayne Mollhoff 


11,516.25 


11,516.25 

Transfer to Endow CD 




500.00 500.00 

Website Maintenance 

130.29 



130.29 

Upgrade for NBr Software 

23.00 



23.00 

BW Insurance 

251.00 



251.00 

Sec'y of State 

20.00 



20.00 

Sub-total Disbursements 

$6,948.56 

$11,516.25 

$559.84 

$500.00 $19,524.65 

Dec. 31, 2011 Balance-Chet^ing 

$3,484.26 

$83.93 

$430.74 

$500.001 $4.498.931 

SAVINGS 





Jan. 1, 2011 Balance - Savings 

$4,168.19 

$120.43 

$658.92 

1 $4,947.54] 

Interest 

4.96 




Dec.31, 2011 Balance - Savings 

$4,173.15 

$120.43 

$658.92 

r 

! $4,952,501 

CERTIFICATES OF DEPOSIT 




Jan. 1, 2011 Balance - CDs 

$6,616.61 

$6,788.77 


$34.826.11 1 $48,231,491 

Principal Additions 




500.00 

Transfer to Savings 





Transfer to Checking 


-250.00 


-348.12 

Interest Received/Accrued 

35.91 

18.37 


262.21 

Dec.31. 2011 Balance - CDs 

$6,652.52 

$6,557.14 


$35.240.20 1 $48,449.86! 

Maturity 

2/20/12 

2/20/12 


6/27/12 

CD ^nual Rates 

0.56% 

0.25% 


0.50% 

Endowmait Principal 




$35,152.00 


r$57~901^ 


Grarnl Total 
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WINTER FIELD REPORT, December 2011 to February 2012 
Compiled by W. Ross Silcock 
P.O. Box 57, Tabor, lA 51653 
silcock@rosssilcock.com 


INTRODUCTION 

The most obvious feature of this winter's avian movements was the number 
of Snowy Owls, unprecedented in living memory, that invaded the state. A tally 
maintained by Joel Jorgensen and Lauren Dinan of Nebraska Game and Parks 
indicated that over 200 snowies were found in the state, and most were documented. 

Not as popular with the public, but perhaps of greater scientific interest were 
the mid-winter reports of species normally rare at this time of year. Most notable in 
this respect were waterfowl, grebes, cranes, and sparrows. A read-through of these 
species suggests the very mild winter experienced over most of Nebraska allowed a 
number of species to linger into winter, if not survive into spring. Cranes were an 
interesting case; a large flock of Sandhills actually overwintered, a rare occurrence, 
while a Whooping Crane family and a lone Common Crane moved into Nebraska 
with early-migrating Sandhill Cranes. Related was the appearance at feeders of two 
Pheucticus grosbeaks, but only one White-winged Crossbill sighting (3 birds) 
ensued, despite an incursion of the species into Iowa. 

ABBREVIATIONS 

ad: adult 

BOL: Branched Oak L, Lancaster Co 
CBC: Christmas Bird Count 
Cem: Cemetery 

CLNWR: Crescent L NWR, Garden Co 
fern: female 

FF: Fontenelle Forest, Sarpy Co 
GPD: Gavins Point Dam, Cedar Co 
HCR: Harlan Co Res., Republican City 
HL: Holmes L, Lincoln 
imm: immature 
juv: juvenile 

LM; L McConaughy, Keith Co 
LO: L Ogallala, Keith Co 
m.ob.: many observers 
NWR: National Wildlife Refuge 
PL: Pawnee L, Lancaster Co 
Res: Reservoir 

RWB: Playa area including several south-central and southeastern counties 
SL: Sewage Lagoon(s) 

SP: State Park 
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OBSERVERS 

AC: Anton Curtis, Grand Island 

AD: Ann Duey, Scottsbluff 

AH: Alice Heckman, Kearney 

AK: Alice Kenitz, Gering 

ARy: A1 Reyer, Bellevue 

AS: Ami Sheffield, Omaha 

B&DW: Bruce & Donna Waigren, Casper, WY 

BFH: Bill F. Huser, South Sioux City 

BG: Betty Grenon, Bellevue 

BGr: Bob Grier, Alliance 

CM: Connie McCartney, Grand Island 

CNK: Clem N. Klaphake, Bellevue 

CWH: C.W. Huntley, Ogallala 

D&JP: Don and Jan Paseka, Ames 

DB: Duane Bright, Bellevue 

DE: Dave Ely, Salem, MA 

DH: Dave Heidt, Norfolk 

DL: Dan Leger, Lincoln 

DS: Doug Smith, Omaha 

DSt: Dave Stage, Elkhom 

EBa: Elaine Bachel, Lincoln 

GJ: Gail Johnson, Warminster, PA 

GR: Gary Roberts, Fremont 

GS: Greg Stoiber, Bellevue 

JB: Joe Belsan, Ogallala 

JC: John Carlini, Lincoln 

JG: Joe Gubanyi, Seward 

JGJ: Joel G. Jorgensen, Lincoln 

JGr: Jonas Grundman, Omaha 

JJ: Jan Johnson, Wakefield 

JLL: Jeanine L. Lackey, Doniphan 

JMu: Jerry Mulliken, Nickerson 

JR: Justin Rink, Omaha 

JT: Jerry Toll, Omaha 

KC: Ken Carnes, Lincoln 

KD: Kathy DeLara, Mitchell 

KK: Karen Kader, Omaha 

KS: Kent Skaggs, Kearney 

LD: Linda Deeds, North Platte 

LDi: Lauren Dinan, Lincoln 

LE: Larry Einemann, Lincoln 

LF: Larry Falk, Nebraska City 

LG: Lynnette Gibson, Grand Island 

LJH: Luke J. Hamilton, Bridgeport 

LR: Lanny Randolph, Minden 

LRB: Linda R. Brown, Lincoln 
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MB: Mark Brogie, Creighton 

MBB: Mary B. Brown, Lincoln 

MM: Mike Mattson, Lincoln 

MN: Marsha Nyffeler, Columbus 

MSS: Mary Sue Shoemaker, North Platte 

NS: Ned Stringham, Lincoln 

PD: Paul Dunbar, Hastings 

PU: Pat Underwood, Alma 

RE: Rick Eades, Lincoln 

RH: Robin Harding, Minden 

RL: Roger Lawson, Curtis 

RM: Robert Manning, Omaha 

RSt: Ruth Steams, Lincoln 

SJD: Stephen J. Dinsmore, Ames, lA 

SM: Steve Morris, Grand Island 

SQ: Susan Quinn, Nebraska City 

SS: Scott Seltman, Lamed, KS 

SSc: Shari Schwartz, Lincoln 

TCG: T. C. Gannon, Lincoln 

TEL: Thomas E. Labedz, Lincoln 

TH: Tim Hajda, Broken Bow 

TJW: TJ. Walker, Brady 

VC: Virginia Clark, North Platte 

WF: William Flack, Madison 

VV: Valerie Vierk, Kearney 

WRS: W. Ross Silcock, Tabor, lA 

SPECIES ACCOUNTS 

Greater White-fronted Goose: Occasionally birds can be found in mid-winter 
with Canada Geese; 13 were with a flock of Canadas in Lincoln Co 10 Jan 
(TJW) and 2 were at HL 14 Jan (LE). Spring arrival of good numbers was 
early, with 200 at BOL 1 Feb (JGJ, LD) and 100 in Hall Co 3 Feb (PD). 

Snow Goose: Even in average years there is a small window in Jan when Snow 
Geese are absent, and despite the mild winter this year, the window persisted, 
with none reported between 8 and 22 Jan. The 4600 in Lancaster Co 8 Jan 
(JC, SS) were likely late fall lingerers while 300 at HCR 22 Jan (LR, RH), 
and 600 in Hall Co 3 Feb (PD) were spring arrivals. By 21 Feb “insane 
numbers” were moving into south-central Nebraska (JGJ). Occurrence is erratic 
in the Panhandle; 8 were at Scottsbluff SL 17 Feb (KD). 

Ross's Goose: Although generally occurring at the same times as Snow Geese, 
mid-winter occurrences of Ross's Geese are far fewer due to their much smaller 
numbers. An early arrival date for Ross's was the 20 with newly-arrived Snow 
Geese in Hall Co 3 Feb (PD). 

Cackling Goose: A few straggle into early Jan, although 200 were still in 
Douglas Co, 29 Dec (JR) and 440 at LM 30 Dec (SJD); 20 were at Boystown 
L, Douglas Co 9 Jan (JR). First arrivals were 600 in Hall Co 3 Feb (PD). 
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Canada Goose: Many overwinter at favored localities, but migrants boost 
numbers in fall; best tally was the 19,864 on the Scottsbluff CBC 17 Dec 
(fide AK). High fall counts are 30,000+. 

Mute Swan: Reports from the Omaha area persist, with 2 at Boystown L, Douglas 
Co, 29 Dec and 9 Jan (JR). 

Trumpeter Swan: Good fall counts were the 35 on the Calamus Res CBC 28 Dec 
(JJ) and 22 on the LM CBC 31 Dec (fide SJD). A single bird, possibly 
injured, was on a west Omaha pond 29 Dec (DSt) through 20 Jan (DS, m. 
ob.). 

Tundra Swan: None were reported. It is likely that this rare fall migrant is being 
overlooked among the much more numerous Trumpeter Swans. 

Wood Duck: Recent years have seen more midwinter reports of this species, 
mostly in the south and east The 4 such reports this winter brought the total 
to 24: two were in Lancaster Co 14 Jan (LE), one was at Medicine Creek Res, 
Frontier Co, 16 Jan (RL), 2 were in Dodge Co 20 Jan (GJ), and 2-3 were in 
west Omaha 9 Jan-1 Feb (JR). The 24 on the Grand Island CBC 17 Dec (fide 
CM) was a good count. 

Mandarin Duck: A free-flying, unmarked male was found at Pier Park, Grand 
Island, 14 Dec (SM), and apparently wintered there, with sightings through 29 
Feb (LG, SM); a female was also present 21 Feb (TJW). There is a prior 
Nebraska record for 2010 of one shot by a hunter; it showed no signs of 
having been in captivity (TJW). A long-standing (20+ years) breeding 
population exists in Pueblo Co, Colorado (DE). 

Gadwall: The 575 at LM 30-31 Dec (SJD) was an excellent count for late Dec. 
“Large numbers” wintered on Carter L, Omaha, (JR), although the surprising 
170 there 6 Feb (JR) probably included some early migrants; only one bird 
was found there 6 Jan (CNK). The 20 on HCR 22 Jan (LR, RH) may have 
wintered also. There are only about 34 records 9 Jan-9 Feb. 

American Wigeon: Numbers fall rapidly in late Dec, and so the 624 at LM 30-31 
Dec (SJD) was a large tally for the date. Rather late was one at Carter L, 
Omaha, 6 Jan (CNK), and early were 8 there 8 Feb (JR). The only midwinter 
reports were of singles at HCR 22 Jan (LR, RH) and in Frontier Co 1 Feb 
(WF). 

American Black Duck: None were reported; this has become a rare species in 
Nebraska in recent years. 

Mallard: Best tally was the amazing 100,000 at Sutherland Res, Lincoln Co, 30 
Dec (D&JP), second-highest on record for fall. 

Blue-winged Teal: One of only 4 records all-time for Dec was one in Lancaster 
Co 1 Dec (LE). 

Northern Shoveler: Perhaps only the 3rd instance of overwintering (as opposed 
to isolated mid-winter reports) away from the North Platte Valley was the 
surprising 150-270 birds at Carter L, Omaha, (JR,CNK). The only other mid¬ 
winter report was of 2 in Adams Co 29 Jan (LE). 

Northern Pintail: Reports were routine for this regular winter visitor, usually 
found with wintering Mallards. 

Green-winged Teal: The 294 at LM 31 Dec 2011 (fide SJD) was an excellent 
count for the late date. A few winter most years, often with Mallards. 
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Canvasback: Overwintering is rare; 1-2 were at Carter L, Omaha, 6-9 Jan and 
apparently wintered (JR); numbers increased to 40 on 6 Feb (JR). 

Redhead: There were more reports than usual of this species which is generally rare 
in midwinter and does not occur every year. Five were at HL 13 Jan (LE), 2 at 
North Platte 25 Jan (TJW), one at HCR 29 Jan (RSt, MM, EBa), 10 at PL 1 
Feb (JGJ, LDi), and one in Frontier Co the same day (WF). The last two 
sightings may have been early spring arrivals (see Ring-necked Duck). First 
definite spring arrivals were the 80 at Carter L, Omaha, (JR); one lingered 
there until 6 Jan (CNK) but was not reported in the interim. A good tally of 
322 was still at LO as late as 30-31 Dec (SJD). 

Ring-necked Duck: Latest in fall were 16 at Carter L, Omaha, 9 Jan (JR), a late 
date; after that none were reported there until 70 showed up 6 Feb (JR), an 
early spring arrival date. There were reports fi'om 4 locations 1 Feb, 
suggesting an even earlier spring arrival, as with Redhead the same day. 
Reports for 1 Feb were of singles in west Omaha (JR), Frontier Co (WF), and 
South Sioux City (BFH), and 12 at Boystown L, Douglas Co, (JR). The 310 
at LO 30-31 Dec (SJD) was a good count that late. 

Greater Scaup: The only fall report was the good tally of 46 at LO 30-31 Dec 
(SJD), while the only spring reports were of a male record early at HL 12 Feb 
(JC, SSc) and 4 at Carter L, Omaha, 23 Feb (JR). 

Lesser Scaup: The only overwintering birds were 2-4 in Douglas Co (JR), where 
wintering rarely occurs. Reports for the state are fewest between 6 Jan-8 Feb; 
the only such records were of one at HL 14 Jan (LE), one at HCR 29 Jan (RSt, 
MM, EBa) and 2 at South Sioux City 29 Jan-12 Feb (BFH). 

Surf Scoter: The only report was of one at Capitol Beach L, Lincoln 2-3 Dec 
(JGJ, LE). This is a regular but rare fall migrant through mid-Dec. 

White-winged Scoter: Also a regular but rare fall migrant, 3 were reported: 
singles at HL 1-9 Dec (LE, DL), LM 9 Dec (PD), and a juv male at LM 31 
Dec (fide SJD), a rather late date. 

Black Scoter: Likely the same bird was at LM 9 Dec (PD) and 16 Dec (PD). 
This species is also a regular but rare fall migrant. 

Long-tailed Duck: The two reports of this regular but rare migrant were of a male 
and 3 ferns at Capitol Beach L, Lincoln, 1 Dec (LE) and of 2-3 at GPD 8 Dec- 
2 Jan (JJ, MB). The latter sighting is only the 2nd report for Jan away from 
Keith or Lincoln Cos. 

Bufflehead: One at Medicine Creek Res, Frontier Co, 16 Jan (RL) was only the 
7th midwinter record away from LM, Sutherland Res or GPD. The 385 at LM 
30-31 Dec was an excellent late fall tally. 

Common Goldeneye: The 191 at Scottsbluff SL 17 Feb (KD)was a near-record 
spring tally; high is 200. 

Barrow's Goldeneye: None were reported; this is another regular but rare winter 
visitor, mostly to the North Platte Valley. 

Hooded Merganser; One at BOL 5 Jan (LE) was tardy; midwinter reports (6 Jan- 
20 Feb for this species) are uncommon away from LM and Sutherland Res, 
but this winter 16 were at North Platte SL 16 Jan (TJW), 2 were at HCR 29 
Jan (RSt, MM, EBa), and one was at Carter L, Omaha, 6 Feb (JR). 

Common Merganser: Best count was the 6000 still at LM 30 Dec (SJD); high 
mid-winter counts are 12-15,000. 
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Red-breasted Merganser: A few straggle late in fall with the flocks of Common 
Mergansers at LM; 5-9 were counted there 30-31 Dec (SJD). 

Ruddy Duck: This species overwinters rarely; the 1-2 at Carter L, Omaha, 
through the period (JR) were only the 3rd report of overwintering. Midwinter 
reports are also rare; 4 were in west Omaha 1 Feb (JR). One at BOL 5 Jan 
(LE) was tardy, while a fern there 22 Feb (LE) was early. The 29 at LM 30-31 
Dec (SJD) was an excellent tally for the late date. 

Northern Bobwhite: Best tally was a single covey of 25 in Hall Co 4 Dec (JLL). 
Recent years have not seen the high counts achieved in the 1970s and 1980s; 
high count from those years was 387 on the 1989 Norfolk CBC. No 
bobwhites were seen on the Seward-BOL CBC for the first time since the 
count began in 1993 (fide JG). 

Gray Partridge: The only report was of one in Brown Co 15 Dec (RE), near the 
west edge of the northeast Nebraska range. 

Ring-necked Pheasant: Reports were routine for this statewide species that 
varies in abundance from region to region. 

Sharp-tailed Grouse: Rather surprisingly, 19 on the Crawford CBC 2 Jan was a 
new species for that count (B&DW). 

Greater Prairie-Chicken: Best counts were the 139 in Logan Co 30 Dec (SJD) 
and 102 in two flocks in Hall Co 12 Feb (PD). This species occurs on 
occasion in winter away from its summer range; one such bird was in Otoe Co 
9 Dec (WF). 

Wild Turkey: This species is abundant in the Missouri River Valley; a count-high 
473 were tallied on the DeSoto NWR CBC 18 Dec (fide JT). High winter 
count of turkeys is 800+ in Knox Co 20 Mar 2010. 

Common Loon: The only report was of a “probable” at BOL 16 Dec (KC); 
although not unprecedented, this is a rather late date for this species. 

Pied-billed Grebe: Two appeared rather early at Carter L, Om^a, 23 Feb (JR), 
but despite one lingering there veiy late to 6 Jan (CNK), none were reported in 
the interim. Fall departure is generally complete by around 25 Dec, and so 
very late were the surprising 5 at LM 30-31 Dec (SJD). 

Homed Grebe: Most are gone by mid-Dec, and so one at LM 30-31 Dec (SJD) 
was rather late; latest date on record is 2 Jan, achieved four times, all at LM. 
The only other report, also rather tardy, were two on the BOL-Seward CBC 16 
Dec (fide JG). 

Red-necked Grebe: The 4th-latest on record were the 2 juvs at LM 30-31 Dec 
(SJD). Numbers of reports of this species have increased in recent years. 

Eared Grebe: The only report was of a tardy bird in Lancaster Co 2 Dec (JGJ); last 
dates are in mid-Dec. 

Western Grebe: One was rather late at Capitol Beach L, Lincoln, 2 Dec (JGJ, 
LE). The 700 at LM was an excellent tally for the late date 30 Dec (SJD); a 
few attempt to over-winter at LM most years, but usually counts are in the 
single digits. 

Clark’s Grebe: The 2 at LM 30 Dec (SJD) were late; there are only 4 records for 
Jan. 

Double-crested Cormorant: The only report of this cold-sensitive species was 
of one at HCR 22 Jan (LR, RH); the only other midwinter report from HCR is 
of one that wintered 1999-2000. 
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American White Pelican; Wintering has occurred on occasion away from the 
warm pool at Sutherland Res; HCR hosted 5 birds 24 Jan (WF) and likely one 
of the 3 was there 25 Feb (PU). An injured bird lingered in Dodge Co until 
20 Jan (GJ, JMu, D&JP) and a single was on the Missouri River at Omaha 19 
Feb (KK). 

Great Blue Heron: Good late Dec tallies were the 19 on the LM CBC 31 Dec 
(fide SJD) and 12 at Grand Island 30 Dec (D&JP). 

Bald Eagle: Ads were tending 3 nests 20 Jan in Custer and Blaine Cos (JGJ, LDi, 
JLL), which is rather early; the first date on record for copulation is 19 Feb. 

Northern Harrier: Reports were routine for this uncommon, statewide winter 
visitor. 

Sharp-shinned Hawk: A good CBC count for this uncommon winter visitor was 
the 7 at LM 31 Dec (fide SJD). 

Cooper's Hawk: A good CBC count for this fairly common winter visitor was 
the 6 at LM 31 Dec (fide SJD). 

Nordiem Goshawk: None were reported; this is a rare statewide winter visitor. 

Red-shouldered Hawk; A rarity anywhere in the state at any time, one was in a 
Bellevue yard 22 Dec (DB). 

Red-tailed Hawk: An excellent CBC count was the 126 at Omaha 17 Dec (fide 
BG). High for a Nebraska CBC is 146, also at Omaha. 

Ferruginous Hawk; One was as far east as Hall Co 29 Jan (BFH), where rare in 
mid-winter. 

Rough-legged Hawk; The 25 on the Ponca SP CBC 14 Dec (fide JJ) was a good 
eastern count. Winter high is 53, in the Panhandle. 

Golden Eagle; Most of the rare easterly reports of Golden Eagle are from the 
northeast; one was in Cedar Co 8 Dec (JJ) and 2 were reported on the Ponca 
SP CBC 14 Dec (fide JJ). 

American Kestrel: Reports were routine for this uncommon statewide mid-winter 
visitor. 

Merlin; Reports were routine for this species, another uncommon statewide mid¬ 
winter visitor. 

Peregrine Falcon: This species is only of casual occurrence (less than annual) in 
mid-winter (Dec-Feb) away from the breeding locations in Lincoln and Omaha. 
Two of the 3 reports received were unaccompanied by details, but one in 
Lincoln Co 17 Dec was seen reasonably well (TH). 

Prairie Falcon: Generally rare eastward, more than usual were reported, a total of 
13 during the period (m. ob), including 4 in the RWB 24 Dec (JGJ, JLL). 

Virginia Rail: Reports were routine; all from known wintering sites where water 
remains open in the North Platte Valley. 

American Coot: Stragglers included 47 at L Maloney, Lincoln Co, 5 Jan (TJW), 
2 at Carter L, Omaha, 6 Jan (CNK), and 3 in Douglas Co 9 Jan (JR). Carter L 
hosted 350 on 6 Feb (JR), apparently an early group of migrants; the water 
was open there all winter, A few over-winter away from major reservoirs, but 
mid-winter reports elsewhere are scarce. A few wintered in Dodge Co (D&JP), 
2 were in South Sioux City 22 Jan (BFH), and 2 were at HCR 29 Jan (RSt, 
EBa, MM). An excellent count for the date and 3rd-highest for fall was the 
6000 at LM 30 Dec (SJD); 6007 were tallied on the LM CBC there the next 
day (fide SJD). 
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Sandhill Crane: The large number of lingering cranes noted in fall in Hall Co 
remained, with 3510 counted on the Grand Island CBC 17 Dec (fide CM); 
3000 were at Rowe Sanctuary, Buffalo Co, 29 Dec (AH, MBB, JJ). Spring 
arrivals were first noted in Lincoln Co, where 3000 were flying north 23 Jan 
(TJW), among the early dates for spring arrival. Numbers in Hall Co had 
increased to as many as 5,000-10,000 by 3 Feb (PD). Over-wintering by 
Sandhill Cranes is very rare; the reasons for this event are unclear, but may 
simply reflect the unusually mild winter conditions. 

Common Crane: Following the trend of annual sightings of this species in recent 
years, one was discovered with Sandhill Cranes 27 Jan in Hail Co (PD). This 
bird was subsequently seen and photographed by many, and was last reported 
25 Feb (JJ). It appears to have been associated with a wintering group of 
Sandhill Cranes, but left in late Feb, a rather early departure date for the latter 
species. 

Whooping Crane: Continuing this most unusual winter season for Nebraska 
cranes was the appearance in Dawson Co 27 Jan of 3 Whoopers; these were 
almost certainly the same birds (2 ads and an imm) that wintered in the 
Cheyenne Bottoms area of cen. Kansas mid-Dec through mid-Jan (fide SS) and 
were last seen there 24 Jan (SS). This is the first Jan record for Whooping 
Crane in Nebraska, but it was aided by an early northward push of Sandhill 
Cranes. Apparently the same birds (2 ads and an imm) were in Phelps Co 1 
Feb (WF). 

Killdeer: Reports in the period 8 Jan-9 Feb are few away from the North Platte 
Valley; only the 8th and 9th such reports were of one in Omaha 23 Jan (JR) 
and 2 in southeast Sarpy Co 29 Jan (GSt). 

Greater Yellowlegs: One in Seward Co 26 Feb (JG) was earliest on record by 4 
days; there is a group of early Mar records. 

Dunlin: One found at LO 9 Dec (PD) lingered until the LM CBC 31 Dec (fide 
SJD, photo); this is only the 3rd winter record for Nebraska. 

Wilson's Snipe: The LM CBC 31 Dec tallied 18 (fide SJD), a good number for 
the date. 

American Woodcock: Earliest arrival dates are in late Feb; one at BOL 27 Feb 
(JC, SSc) was 3rd-earliest on record. 

Bonaparte's Gull: Most have passed through Nebraska by late Dec, but 9 ads 
were still at LM on the CBC there 31 Dec (fide SJD). 

Franklin's Gull: Prior to this winter there were only 18 records 2 Dec-21 Feb, 
but this winter there were 3: one was at LM 9 Dec (PD), 2 were at BOL 5 Jan 
(LE), and one was at PL 2 Feb (LE), possibly one of the BOL birds. First 
migrant was an ad at BOL 21-26 Feb (DL, LE, JGJ). 

Mew Gull: Most of the 15 fall records to date have been in Dec, as were those this 
winter. A second winter bird was at GPD 4-8 Dec (MB, photo p. 22), an ad 
was at LM 9 and 16 Dec (PD), and 3 ads were there 30-31 Dec (SJD, photo). 

Ring-billed Gull: Reports were routine for this abundant migrant and uncommon 
winter visitor. 

California Gull: All but one of the reports were from LM, as expected; 2-16 were 
reported 9-31 Dec (PD, SJD); peak count of 16 was on 30 Dec (SJD). 
Elsewhere, 3 sub-ads arrived at Johnson L, Dawson and Gosper Cos, 26 Feb 
(LR, RH). 
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Herrmg Gull; Reports were routine for this fairly common migrant and 
uncommon winter visitor. 

Thayer's Gull: LM is a regular winter location; 1-2 ads were present 9-31 Dec 
(PD, SJD). Earliest reported was a first year bird near North Platte 2 Dec 
(TJW), and the 2 other reports were of 2-3 juvs at HCR 22-25 Jan (LR, RH, 
LE) and 1-2 at Johnson L, Dawson and Gosper Cos, 21-26 Feb (JGJ, LR, 
RH). There are only 4 Jan reports away from LM and Sutherland Res. 

Lesser Black-backed Gull : This species is a regular spring and fall migrant; 
reports were indeed limited to these seasons, with none in mid-winter. Spring 
migrants included 4 ads at Johnson L 21 Feb (JGJ, LDi) and, oddly, 3 second- 
year birds there 5 days later (LR, RH) as well as another ad at BOL 22-26 Feb 
(LE, GR, JGJ). Most spring birds are ads, the opposite is true in fall. Fall 
migrants included an imm at Capitol Beach L 2 Dec (JGJ), another imm at 
GPD 4-8 Dec (MB, JJ), and 3 different imm birds at LM 9-31 Dec (PD, SJD). 

Glaucous Gull: Most Glaucous Gulls reaching Nebraska are imms; thus an ad at 
PL 18 Jan (JGJ) was a good find. Elsewhere, there were at least 10 imms 
reported statewide during the period (m. ob.), about as expected. 

Great Black-backed Gull: Previously there were only 11 fall records, but a 
surprising 2-3 appeared this fall. A first winter bird was at GPD 4-8 Dec 
(MB, JJ), a juv was at LM 9 Dec (PD), and a possible ad, “but very distant”, 
was at Sutherland Res 16 Dec (PD). A second year bird at Johnson L, 
Dawson and Gosper Cos, 21 Feb (JGJ, LDi) was only the 8th spring record. 

Rock Pigeon: The 1558 counted on the Lincoln CBC 17 Dec (fide LRB) appears 
to be a Nebraska CBC record high. 

Eurasian Collared-Dove: Scottsbluff in Dec is currently the place to see a lot of 
these birds; 333 were tallied on the CBC there 17 Dec (fide AK), a near-record 
high for the count and state. Doves like to try nesting year-round; one was 
building a nest in Hastings 18 Feb (PD), the earliest such date for the state by 
5 days. 

Mourning Dove; North and west for mid-winter were singles at Norfolk 18 Jan 
(WF) and Whitman 26 Jan (WF), the latter only the 4th winter record west of 
Antelope Co and north of the Platte River Valley. Best winter flock was the 
160 in Lincoln 5 Jan (LE). 

Bam Owl; Most leave by late Oct; one attracted to the Rowe Sanctuary feeders 6 
Dec (KS) was one of only about 30 known reports Dec through mid-Mar. 

Eastern Screech-Owl: Reports were routine for this fairly common statewide 
resident. 

Great Homed Owl: A pale road-killed bird found 21 Jan in Hamilton Co (JGr) 
was thought to be of the northern subspecies Bubo virginianus subarcticus 
(JGJ, TEL); this subspecies is an occasional winter visitor, probably arriving 
along with the huge Snowy Owl invasion this winter. 

Snowy Owl: Clearly the story of this winter was a historically unprecedented 
invasion of Snowy Owls. The Non-game Bird Program at Nebraska Game and 
Parks (JGJ, LDi) kept a detailed record of the birds as they were reported. The 
final tally was an amazing 200, of which 159 were confirmed (89 by photo, 29 
carcasses, 41 credible observations or descriptions). First sighting was in 
Saline Co 8 Nov, followed by a flurry of reports 24 Nov through Jan (JGJ, 
LDi). The majority of reports were in the east, with most westerly reports 
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towards the end of the invasion. Most were solitaiy birds, but 4 were in close 
proximity in Harlan Co 22 Jan (LR, RH). Reports were still arriving at Game 
and Parks at around one per day by 1 Feb (JGJ), but many of the later reports 
were of carcasses, and a strong snowfall over much of Nebraska around 4 Feb 
may have led to the demise of many of the survivors, as almost no reports 
were made subsequently (JGJ). Last reported was a white bird photographed at 
CLNWR 16 Feb (BGr fide JGJ). 

Barred Owl: A population appears to be established along the eastern end of the 
Republican River, in Webster and Nuckolls Cos, and in the adjacent Little 
Blue River drainage of Thayer and Jefferson Cos, but one near Riverton, 
southeast Franklin Co, 21 Feb (JGJ, LDi) is the westernmost record to date 
along the Republican River Valley. 

Long-eared Owl: Reports were routine for this fairly common, but cryptic, 
statewide winter visitor. However, none were seen on the Seward-BOL CBC 
for the first time since 2000 (fide JG). 

Short-eared Owl: There were many more reports this winter than in most winters, 
possibly due to the minimal and temporary snow cover in most parts of the 
state. At least 30 were reported, all from the eastern half of the state except for 
2 in Keith Co 30-31 Dec (SJD), 2 in Lincoln Co 25 Jan (TJW), and one in 
Hitchcock Co 31 Jan (TJW). 

Northern Saw-whet Owl: The only report was from LO, where one was found 
on the LM CBC 31 Dec (fide SJD). This species has been found regularly in 
recent years at this location. 

Belted Kingfisher: The 16 on the Lincoln CBC 17 Dec (fide LRB) is a record 
CBC count for the state. 

Red-headed Woodpecker: Away from the extreme southeast, reports in Dec-Feb 
are rare, but one was seen on the BOL-Seward CBC 16 Dec (D&JP), one was 
in Knox Co 26 Dec (MB) and 3 were in n. Buffalo Co 9 Jan (VV fide RH). 

Red-bellied Woodpecker: Reports were routine for this fairly common resident 
of the state east of the Panhandle. 

Yellow-bellied Sap sucker: There are a few Dec reports westward along the 
Platte River Valley; additions were one at Ogallala 10 Dec (JB fide CWH), 
and an ad male at LM 16 Dec (PD). Jan reports are few away from the 
southeast; an ad and an imm were at Grand Island 5 Jan (SM) and one was at a 
feeder there 24 Jan (AC), one was at Curtis 1 Jan (RL), and one was in Valley 
Co 23 Jan (WF). 

Downy Woodpecker: The 119 on the DeSoto CBC 18 Dec (fide JT) was a good 
count; high for Nebraska CBCs is 191 at Omaha 1977-78. 

Hairy Woodpecker: Reports were routine for this fairly common statewide 
resident. 

Northern Flicker: Reports were routine for this common statewide resident and 
winter visitor. 

Pileated Woodpecker: The small population in southeast Otoe Co along the 
Steamboat Trace bike trail persists; one was seen there 7 Dec (LF, SQ). 

Loggerhead Shrike: The only report was of a brief look at one at a feeder in 
Keith Co 1 Jan; there are very few reports after early Dec even in the se, and 
differentiating Loggerhead from Northern can be surprisingly challenging. 
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Northern Shrike; Reports were routine for this uncommon statewide winter 
visitor. 

Pinyon Jay: This species is far easier to find in winter than in summer, but the 
only report was from a CBC in the Pine Ridge: 12 were on the Crawford CBC 
2 Jan (fide B&DW). 

Blue Jay: Reports were routine for this common statewide resident and migrant. 

Black-billed Magpie: A few reports were received from the eastern edge of the 
range, where numbers may be recovering after several lean years. Four birds 
near Overton were the first there since 2002 (AC, CM), 2 were in Franklin Co 
24 Jan (WF), one was in Dannevirke 13 Dec (SM), and 3 were on the Norfolk 
CBC 17 Dec (JJ). 

American Crow: Good numbers were noted in 2 northeast Nebraska counties 26 
Dec; 500 in Knox Co and 300 in Boyd Co (JJ). 

Common Raven; A brief view of a bird thought to be this species was had near 
Purdum 8 Jan (MSS). Although not a definite record, there have been 
sightings from this general area of the Sandhills in recent years. 

Homed Lark; Reports were routine for this abundant statewide winter visitor and 
common resident. 

Black-capped Chickadee: This species continues to recover from low numbers 
in recent years; the 97 on the BOL-Seward CBC 16 Dec was the highest count 
there since 2002 (fide JG). 

Tufted Titmouse: Continuing reports from Lincoln, where the species occurs in 
surprisingly low numbers, were of at least 4 birds at various feeders through 
the period (RSt, TCG, LE). 

Red-breasted Nuthatch: Numbers were about normal for a winter; best count 
was the 12 on the Lincoln CBC 17 Dec (fide LRB). 

White-breasted Nuthatch: From one end of the state to the other: the 145 on 
the DeSoto NWR CBC 18 Dec was a count high (fide JT), and presumably all 
were of the eastern subspecies, whereas 3 recorded on the Crawford CBC 2 Jan 
were all of the Rocky Mountain subspecies (B&DW), the resident form in the 
Pine Ridge. 

Pygmy Nuthatch: Reports were routine for this fairly common Ponderosa Pine 
resident. 

Brown Creeper; Reports were routine for this fairly common statewide winter 
visitor. 

Carolina Wrm: Away from the lower Missouri River Valley, reports were of 2 on 
the Ames CBC 14 Dec (fide D&JP), and one in Lancaster Co 8 Jan (WF). 

Winter Wren: Fall stragglers were one during the Ames CBC count week on 12 
Dec (D&JP), one in Seward December 18 (JG), and another on the LM CBC 
31 Dec (fide SJD), where a few winter. Wintering also occurs most years in 
the extreme southeast; 1 -2 were at FF 2-6 Feb (JR, CNK). 

Marsh Wren: A few birds winter around spring-fed moving water around LO each 
year, but at a new location were the 6 found 15 Jan 3 miles east of the Roscoe 
Road along the irrigation canal there (RM). 

Golden-crowned Kinglet: A few winter each year in the southeast, although the 
12 at FF 2 Feb (JR) was an unusually high number, probably due to the mild 
winter. Up to 4 were reported from various locations in Jan within the area 
outlined by HCR (LR, RH, LE), Grand Island (SM), and Polk Co (MN). 
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Ruby-crowned Kinglet; The mild winter was kind to this kinglet, too; one was 
at HCR 25 Jan (LE), one wintered in the Grand Island area (SM, photo), and 
up to 6 were at ADF 17-20 Feb (LF, SQ). Singles on the North Platte CBC 
17 Dec (fide TJW) and the Omaha CBC the same day were also noteworthy; 
the North Platte bird was rather westerly. 

Eastern Bluebird; The 271 on the BOL-Seward CBC 16 Dec (fide JG) was a 
CBC high for Nebraska. 

Mountain Bluebird; The Lincoln Co cedar canyons are a winter stronghold; the 
40 on the North Platte CBC 17 Dec was a count high there (fide TJW), 50 
were in Lincoln Co 30 Dec (JJ), 18 on 1 Jan (TJW), and 21 on 2 Feb (LD). 

Townsend's Solitaire: The 5 on the BOL-Seward CBC 16 Dec tied the count 
high (fide JG); a few solitaires make their way eastward most years. The 58 
on the LM CBC 31 Dec (fide SJD) was a good total; CBC high is 157, also 
atLM. 

Hermit Thrush; Three were reported in Dec, all on CBCs; one at BOL-Seward 16 
Dec (fide JG) and 2 at DeSoto NWR 18 Dec (fide JT). This species winters on 
occasion; singles in Saunders Co 18 Jan (JJ) and at FF 6 Feb (CNK) may have 
been making attempts. 

American Robin; This species was much in evidence this winter; “larger numbers 
than usual were present all winter” in Scotts Bluff Co (AK). And large counts 
were the 4177 on the LM CBC 31 Dec (fide SJD) and 635 in Lancaster Co 19 
Jan (LE). A group of 80 in the observer's Hastings yard 18 Feb (PD) may 
have been early arrivals. 

Northern Mockingbird: The mild winter allowed a few to linger; this is a fairly 
hardy mimid. Singles were on the Lincoln CBC 17 Dec (fide LRB), in 
Dawson Co 30 Dec (D&JP), and in Nebraska City 21 Jan-24 Feb (LF). The 
Nebraska City bird apparently wintered, as did one at Pioneers Park, Lincoln 
(RSt, EBa, DL). 

Brown Thrasher: This mimid also is rather hardy, although northerly reports in 
Dec are rare; one in Knox Co 24 Dec was the observer's first Dec record there 
(MB). Another surprise for the date was one as far west as the LM CBC 31 
Dec (fide SJD). 

European Starling: Reports were routine for this fairly common winter visitor 
and common summer resident. 

Cedar Waxwing: The 312 on the Ames CBC 14 Dec was a new count high there 
(fide D&JP); state high CBC tally is 1742, at Calamus Res 1 Jan 2005. 

Lapland Longspur: Reports were routine for this abundant statewide winter 
visitor. 

Snow Bunting: After the huge numbers reported last winter (2010-2011) this 
winter was a fizzler, with only 3 reports: 3 were at LM 9 Feb (PD), 9 were on 
the Calamus Res CBC 28 Dec (JJ), and one was at Eppley Airfield, Omaha, 9 
Feb (JT). Most years, numbers are rather low in Nebraska. 

Yellow-rumped Warbler: Uiere were scattered reports in mid-winter from the 
south and east of 8 birds in all (TJW, BFH, LE, WF). Even in those parts of 
the state such records are rare, but there have been more reports in the last few 
winters. One at North Platte 4 Jan (TJW) was westerly for the date. 
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Yellow-throated Warbler: Surprisingly, this species has occurred in winter 3 
times prior to this year, when one extraordinarily hardy bird frequented the 
observer's Omaha yard 21 Jan-21 Feb (JT). 

Spotted Towhee: This species is rare but regularly-reported in Dec in the 
southeast, although Jan-Feb reports are few. Singles were in Dodge Co 20 Jan 
(GJ) and Franklin Co 24 Jan (WF). 

Eastern Towhee: Most depart before Dec, but one was found on the Lincoln CBC 
17 Dec (LE). This species, like Spotted Towhee, is rarely reported in mid¬ 
winter. 

American Tree Sparrow: The 884 on the Omaha CBC 17 Dec (fide BG) was 
impressive, but high for Nebraska CBCs is 2281 at Harlan Co Res in 2000. 

Chipping Sparrow: Details were provided for one at Forest Lawn Cem, Omaha, 
21 Dec (JR); this is only the 9th documented report for mid-Nov through Feb. 

Field Sparrow: This species occurs during winter on occasion, usually in the 
south, but 4 on the Norfolk CBC 17 Dec (fide DH) were northerly. Less 
unusual, but still rare occurrences, were the 8 wintering with American Tree 
Sparrows at PL (LE) and one in Seward Co 18 Jan (JJ). 

Vesper Sparrow: The first documented record of overwintering was one in Dodge 
Co (D&JP, photo). There is only one other documented record for mid-Dec 
through Feb. 

Savannah Sparrow: This is yet another species given an opportunity by the mild 
winter. Although there are several Dec reports as late as CBCs, including one 
photographed this year in Sarpy Co (ARy, photo), this winter an amazing 
number of birds were reported, including three in Feb plus a wintering bird, 
the first records for Feb for the state. Up to 6 at BOL through the period (LE, 
fide JG) provided the first report of overwintering, and there were these mid¬ 
winter reports: 2 were in Jefferson Co 22 Jan (JC, SSc), one was photographed 
at Rowe Sanctuaiy 5 Feb (KS), one was in western Seward Co 13 Feb (LE), 
and one was in Dodge Co 26 Feb (D&JP). 

Fox Sparrow: There were 4 mid-winter reports, ait from the south, including a 
rare Feb record of one in Hall Co 12 Feb (PD). Others were one at PL 19 Jan 
(LE), 2 in Jefferson Co 22 Jan (JC, SSc, LE), and one in Franklin Co 24 Jan, 
identified as the expected eastern subspecies Passerella iliaca iliaca (WF). 
Such reports have been more numerous in the last few years, with 10 of the 16 
records mid-Jan through mid-Feb in the years 2008-2012. 

Song Sparrow: Reports were routine for this widespread low-density winter 
visitor. 

Lincoln's Sparrow: Only the 2nd and 3rd Feb records for the state were singles 
in Lancaster Co 10 Feb (LE) and one at Pioneers Park, Lincoln, 11 Feb (LE). 

Swamp Sparrow: CBC reports occur most years, but 2 birds at BOL 22 Feb and 
one there 26 Feb (LE) were rare mid-winter occurrences; there were only 6 
previous records for Feb. 

White-throated Sparrow: Reports were routine for this uncommon winter 
visitor and common migrant; most winter reports are from the east. 

Harris's Sparrow: One in Morrill Co 2 Jan (LJH) was westerly, where rare. 

White-crowned Sparrow: Dec records are numerous statewide, but most leave 
the state in mid-winter, and those that remain are usually found in the west. 
Unexpected therefore were 2 in Adams Co 29 Jan (LE). 
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Dark-eyed (White-winged) Junco; None were reported; this is an uncommon 
winter visitor in the west. 

Dark-eyed (Slate-colored) Junco: Reports were routine for this common 
statewide winter visitor. There are a few reports in Nebraska of the “Cassiar” 
form of Slate-colored Junco, which is likely a stable hybrid between Slate- 
colored and Oregon Juncos; one was reported from Omaha 21 Dec (JR). 

Dark-eyed (Oregon) Junco: This form is rare in the east relative to Slate- 
coloreds; at the Ponca SP CBC 14 Dec one Oregon was found along with 457 
Slate-coloreds (fide JJ), and at the Lincoln CBC 17 Dec the ratio was one to 
526 (fide LRB). 

Dark-eyed (Pink-sided) Junco: Reports were routine for this fairly common 
winter visitor in the west. 

Northern Cardinal: Reports continue from Scotts Bluff Co, albeit of a few tiny 
scattered populations; a fern was at the Riverside Zoo 29 Dec and 2 males a 
mile east of the zoo the same day (AD). 

Rose-breasted Grosbeak: A major surprise was the appearance of 2 Pheucticus 
grosbeaks, the 6th and 7th very late records for the state, latest of these 31 
Dec. One was found on the Lincoln CBC 17 Dec (NS fide LRB), and the 
other, an apparent first fall male, was at an Omaha feeder 7-19 Dec (AS, photo 

P-. 

Red-winged Blackbird: Arrival was a little early, especially for the ferns and 
“yearlings” in a sizeable flock of 3500 individuals in Gage Co 26 Feb (CNK). 
Males usually arrive first in single-gender flocks. 

Western Meadowlark: Wintering birds were identified north to Dakota Co 
(BFH), and 2 were singing near Republican City 29 Jan (RSt); most wintering 
meadowlarks are this species. The 354 on the Grand Island CBC 17 Dec (fide 
CM) was a good CBC tally. 

Yellow-headed Blackbird: Occasional single males arrive very early, often with 
Red-winged Blackbirds; one was as far north as Garden Co 17 Feb (WF). One 
on the Scottsbluff CBC 17 Dec was unexpected (fide AK), but not 
unprecedented. 

Rusty Blackbird: This species winters most years in the southeast; mid-winter 
reports were of 13 in Lancaster Co 19 Jan (LE), 16 in Franklin Co 22 Jan (LR, 
RH), and 30 in Kearney Co 5 Feb (LR, RH). The other reports were of 2 on 
the Ponca SP CBC 14 Dec (BFH), 5 on the Norfolk CBC 17 Dec (fide DH), 
and 2 near Broken Bow 26 Feb (TH). The Broken Bow bird was possibly 
wintering also. 

Brewer’s Blackbird: None were reported for this rare winter visitor in the south. 

Common Crackle: This species occurs in mid-winter on occasion, mostly in the 
south and east; one was with Red-winged Blackbirds in Phelps Co 24 Jan 
(WF). 

Great-tailed Crackle: Good numbers often occur well into Dec, especially in 
mild winters like this one; 200 were at Ceresco 25 Dec (JGJ) and 250 at 
Gothenburg 30 Dec (D&JP). Mid-winter reports are rare; however, a male was 
in Kearney 22 Jan (TEL), and 3 were at Gibbon 29 Jan (LR, RH). 
Occasionally numbers overwinter in the southeast; 135 were at Jack Sinn 
WMA, Lancaster and Saunders Cos, 2 Feb (LE). 
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Brown-headed Cowbird: Winter status of this species is similar to that of Great¬ 
tailed Crackle. Mid-winter reports included 5 in Franklin Co 22 Jan (LR, 
RH), one in Buffalo Co 25 Jan (LE), 2 in Adams Co 29 Jan (LE), and 2 in 
Gage Co 19 Feb (CNK). The CBC tallies of 212 at Norfolk 17 Dec (fide DH) 
and 150 at LM 31 Dec (fide SJD) were excellent for the dates and locations. 

Oriole sp.: One was at a feeder in Omaha 3 Dec, reported as “oriole sp.” (fide JR). 
There are 8 late reports of Baltimore Oriole, latest date 14 Jan, and none of 
Bullock's. 

Grey-crowned Rosy-Finch: The only reports of this uncommon and rather 
localized winter visitor came from Scottsbluff National Monument, Scotts 
Bluff Co, where 35 were seen 11 Dec (AD) and 40 on 17 Feb (KD). 

Purple Finch: This was a fairly quiet year for this species, although a few 
wandered westward along the Platte River Valley, where they are usually rare. 
A consideration in identification of westerly Purples is the presence on 
occasion in the Panhandle of Cassin's Finch. A Purple was photographed in 
Lincoln Co 13 Dec (VC), 2 were on the Scottsbluff CBC 17 Dec (fide AK), 
and one was on the LM CBC 31 Dec (fide SJD). 

House Finch; Good tallies were the 184 on the Lincoln CBC 17 Dec (fide LRB) 
and 81 at the observer's Scotts Bluff Co feeder 17 Feb (KD). 

Red Crossbill; Reports were routine for this inhabitant of western pinewoods. 

White-winged Crossbill: Although good numbers were found to the east in 
Iowa, only one Nebraska report was received, of 3 in the well-known spruce- 
endowed Lutheran Cemetery in Norfolk 11 Feb (MB). This species is an 
occasional winter visitor. 

Common Redpoll; This was a good year for this species, with about 40 reported 
in all, statewide. Best count was the 23 on the Harrison CBC 3 Jan (CNK). 

Pine Siskin: Numbers were generally in single digits on all reports except for the 
100 birds at the Wildcat Hills NC feeders, Scotts Bluff Co, 17 Feb (AK). 

American Goldfinch: Best counts were the 200 in a Hastings yard 19 Feb (fide 
PD) and an impressive 899 on the LM CBC 31 Dec (fide SJD). 

House Sparrow: Reports were routine for this common statewide resident. 


2011-2012 Christmas Bird Counts 

Fifteen counts, one more than last year, were held during the period, and a 
total of 139 species, 10 fewer than last year, were found. This was a count season of 
record totals for the state for a number of species. Factors contributing to this 
include the number of counts, the number of participants and the weather. More 
counts (15) were run than in any previous year, and several counts (Lake 
McConaughy in particular) had a much greater than average number of participants. 
The weather prior to the count period was mild, and most of the circles had 
unusually warm count days. The average high was 49, and Calamus-Loup recorded 
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the high for the state at 70 degrees. Precipitation on the day of the count was not a 
factor for most counts, Ames, Lake McConaughy and Ponca being the exceptions. 

Counters in 7 circles found a state record total of 163 Northern Pintail. 
Likewise the following ducks, mostly at Lake McConaughy, were found in record 
numbers: Canvasback (337), Redhead (327), Ring-necked Duck (328). A new state 
high count of 58 Trumpeter Swans from 3 circles was tallied. The 692 Red-tailed 
Hawks was a new state record, besting the old record of 617 set the previous year. 
Lake McConaughy counters found 6007 American Coots, bringing the total on all 
counts to 6163, a new CBC high. 

A new record for the state was also set for Belted Kingfisher (68); the 
previous high was 47 in 2006. Both Downy Woodpecker (657 from all 15 counts) 
and Hairy Woodpecker (129 from 13 of 15 counts) set record state totals. The 92 
Yellow-rumped Warblers found on 7 counts more than doubled the prior high count 
of 42 from the previous year. Likewise the old state record of 3315 American 
Goldfinch set in 2001 was topped by the 3713 found this year. 

Unusual birds found this year included a first-ever Dunlin (at Lake 
McConaughy) and a Rose-breasted Grosbeak (at Lincoln), which had been found on 
only one previous count (1973 in Omaha). Grand Island reported 3510 Sandhill 
Cranes, a species rarely reported on Christmas counts. The highest single Sandhill 
Crane CBC report is also from Grand Island: 5000 in 1990. Three Mew Gulls were 
seen at Lake McConaughy; this is the highest total and only the 4th year for this 
species, all since 2000. Of the 200 Snowy Owls recorded this winter in the state, 4 
managed to find their way into count circles on count days. This was the highest 
total ever, and only the 7th year in which they have been counted. 

Twelve Pinyon Jays were found at Harrison, which is the highest count 
since 37 in 2000 (at Crawford). In the 1970s, Pinyon Jays were found in the 
hundreds on CBCs. Black-billed Magpies have not yet recovered to their triple-digit 
counts prior to 2006; only 43 were found this year (on 7 counts). However, Black- 
capped Chickadee numbers are bouncing back with this yeaf s total of 1307 (found 
on 14 of 15 counts), the highest since 1668 in 2002. Low count was 681 in 2007. 

A few low tallies were also recorded. Only 21 Greater Prairie-Chickens (at 
Calamus-Loup, Lake McConaughy and North Platte) were found, the lowest total 
since 3 in 2001. High count in the past decade is 469 in 2009. Northern Bobwhites 
were even more scarce; the 13 found this year (at Calamus-Loup) is the lowest total 
since 7 in 1965. High total for the past decade is 239 in 2007. Ring-necked 
Pheasant numbers (173) were the lowest since 164 in 2006; decade high was 855 in 
2009. Wild Turkeys, on the other hand, showed an all-time high of 1732, found on 
13 of 15 counts. 


2011-2012 Christmas Bird Counts continued on page 27 
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Birders participating in the Breeding Bird Atlas project worked to discover what species nest 
in Nebraska, as the following photos show. 



Nilldeer eggs and hatch¬ 
lings (1st of 2 broods), 
near Lake Zorinsky, 
Omaha, Douglas Co,, 

20 May 2012. 

Photo by Ami Sheffield. 


Cordilleran Flycatcher 
on nest, West Ash Creek 
campground, Dawes Co., 
20 July 2011. Photo by 
Wayne Mollhoff. 




Red-breased Nuthatch at nest hole, Gordon 
Cemetery, Sheridan Co., 4 June 2012. 

Photo by Clem Klaphake. 


Black-necked Stilt nest, 3 miles ne of 
Hubbard, Dakota Co,, 3 Aug 2011. 
Photo by Bill Huser, documenting the 
extralimital breeding attempts by stilts 
in the summer of 2011. This nest was 
abandoned due to falling water levels, 
but a nearby nest fledged 3 young stilts. 
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Spring in Nebraska provides a unique opportunity to observe warblers in migration. 



Cape May Warbler, Mahoney State Park, Cass Co., 10 May 2012. Photo by Ken Carnes. 



Black-and-white Warbler (left) and Bay-breasted Warber, both in the photographer’s yard, 
rural Dixon Co., 5 May 2012. Photos by Jan Johnson. 
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Long-billed Curlew, 
central Cherry Co., 
18 June 2012. 
Photo by Jan Johnson. 




Black-bellied Whistling-Duck, 
near 144th & F Sts.,Omaha, 
Douglas Co., 29 Nov 2010. 
Photo by Tracy Utter. 


Wood Duck, 
Boys Town Lake, 
Omaha, Douglas Co., 
8 Nov 2009. 
Photo by Todd Utter. 




American White Pelicans, 
Lake Maloney SRA, 
Lincoln Co., 

15 May 2008. 

Photo by Neva Pruess. 
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Mew Gull, Gavins 
Point Dam, Cedar 
Co., 4 Dec 2011. 
Photo by 
Lucas Johnson. 



Juvenile Northern Goshawk in the 
photographer’s yard, Scottsbluff, 
Scotts Bluff Co., 30 Mar 2011. 
Photo by Steve Johnson. 


Broad-winged Hawk near nest, Buffalo & 
E Sts., North Platte, Lincoln Co., 

19 June 2012. Photo by T. J. Walker. 
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Rufous Hummingbird in the 
photographer’s yard, Lineoln, 
Lancaster Co., 18 Sep 2011. 
Photo by Joel Jorgensen. The 
bird was taken to the Henry 
Doorly Zoo on 10 Nov 2011. 


Yellow-breasted Chat, Moran Canyon, 
Lincoln Co., 9 June 2012. Photo by 
Carlos Grande. 




Cedar Waxwings, 
Peru, Nemaha Co., 
28 Mar 2010. Photo 
by Carol Carpenter. 


Sanderlings, 
Freeman Lakes WPA, 
York Co., 12 May 
2006. Photo by 
Carlos Grande. 
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Baltimore Orioles, Mahoney State 
Park, Cass Co., 10 May 2012. 
Photo by Ken Carnes. 




Red Crossbill, Wildcat Hills SRA, 

Young Rose-breasted Grosbeak in photographer’s Scotts Bluff Co., 26 Sept 2011. 

yard in snow, Omaha, Douglas Co., 8 Dec 2011, Photo by Bob Gerten. 

last seen on 20 Dec 2011. Photo by Ami Sheffield. 




Vol. 80 No. 1 


The Nebraska Bird Review 


25 



Henslow’s Sparrow, (a large¬ 
headed, large-billed species) 
at Spring Creek Prairie, 
Lancaster Co., 26 June 2012. 
Photo by Ruthie Steams. 


Vesper Sparrow (exhibiting its signature 
white outer tail feathers, and the rufous 
shoulders, a field mark not always 
visible) on the Seward/Butler County 
Line Road, Butler Co., 9 Apr 2012. 
Photo by Joe Gubanyi. 



Le Conte’s Sparrow (left, showing the white median crown stripe and finely-streaked breast 
band) and Nelson’s Sparrow (showing the gray crown and well-defined white belly) at Little 
Salt Fork Marsh, Lancaster Co., 16 Oct 2010. Photo by Carlos Grande. 
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PHOTOS ON FACING PAGE 

The 2011-2012 winter irruption of Snowy Owls and greater-than-usual sightings of 
Short-eared Owls resulted in photos of these and other owl species being submitted. 
Clockwise from top left: 

Snowy Owl, south of Alvo, Cass Co., 2 Dec 2011, one of 170 confirmed sightings 
in the state from Nov 2011 to May 2012. Photo by Jerry Toll. 

Long-eared Owl, Walnut Creek Recreation Area, Omaha, Douglas Co., 30 Dec 2011. 
Photo by Doug Neal. 

Great-homed Owl, Gordon Cemetery, Sheridan Co., 5 June 2012. Photo by Clem 
Klaphake. 

Eastern Screech-Owl, Fremont, Dodge Co., 31 Jan 2012. Photo by Tracy Utter. 

Burrowing Owl, south of Hay Springs, Sheridan Co., 5 June 2012. Photo by Clem 
Klaphake. 

Short-eared Owl, North Lake Basin WMA, Seward Co., 11 Feb 2012. Photo by Joe 
Gubanyi. 


2011-12 CBC Participants 

Ames Rick Eades, Lany Einemann, Clem Klaphake, Jerry Mulliken, Don Paseka 
(compiler), Janis Paseka, Gary Roberts (7) 

Beaver Valley William Flack, Colleen Noecker, Don Noecker (compiler) (3) 

Branched Oak-Seward John Carlini, Laura Dinan, Rick Eades, Larry 

Einemann, Joe Gubanyi (compiler), Joel Jorgensen, Thomas Labedz, Don Paseka, 
Janis Paseka, John Quinn, Jessica Ripke, Shari Schwartz, Ruth Steams, Mary 
Steinbeck (14) 

Calamus-Loup Bob Gerten, Kathi Gerten, Robin Harding, David Heidt 
(compiler), Jan Johnson, Richard Johnson, Lanny Randolph, Duane Wolff (8) 

Crawford Kathy DeLara, Charlotte Herrell, Bette Klaphake, Clem Klaphake (4) 
(Bmce Walgren, compiler) 

DeSoto Elliott Bedows, Ruth Bentzinger, Ryan Evans, Jonas Gmndman, Joe 
Hack, Mace Hack, Clem Klaphake, Jim Kovanda, Steve Lamphere, Jim Meyer, Greg 
Nelson, Mark Orsag, Don Paseka, Janis Paseka, Kathleen Pyper, Neal Ratzlaff, 
Sandy Reinken, Gary Roberts, A1 Reyer, Phil Swanson, Jerry Toll (compiler), Steve 
Van Riper (22) 
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Grand Island Gordy Backer, Tony Curtis, Dan Glomski, Bob Hausmann, 
Michele Kock, Ron Kruse, Anne Kruse, Ray Kusak, Connie McCartney (compiler), 
Dennis Melvin, Jim Meyer, Steve Morris, Robert Pore, Patricia Smith, Vem Throop 
(15 + 8 feeder watchers) 

Harrison Bette Klaphake, Clem Klaphake, Andrew Pierson, Maggie Vinson (4) 
(Bruce Walgren, compiler) 

Lake McConaughy Elaine Bachel, Mary Bomberger Brown, Stephen Dinsmore 
(compiler), Paul Dunbar, Keith Dyche, Luke Hamilton, Roger Hamilton, Robin 
Harding, Alice Heckman, Bill Huntley (local organizer), Jan Johnson, Richard 
Johnson, Bette Klaphake, Clem Klaphake, Ron Martin, Don Paseka, Janis Paseka, 
Patricia Pressler, Lanny Randolph, A1 Reyer, Gary Roberts, Mary Sue Shoemaker, 
Ross Silcock, Ruth Steams, Phil Swanson, Jerry Toll (26 + 13 feeder watchers) 

Lincoln Elaine Bachel, Joel Bacon, Kelli Bacon, Bob Boyce, Anita Breckbill, 
Linda R. Brown (compiler), Pat Cole, Lynn Darling, Barbara J. DiBemard, Rick 
Eades, Larry Einemann, Sue Guild, Mathew Hansen, Emily Herrick, Ian Hoppe, 
Paula Hoppe, Julie Huddle, Paul Johnsgard, Michelle Johnson, Joel Jorgensen, Tim 
Knott, Thomas E. Labedz, Amy Larson, Jennifer Lautenschlager, Daniel Leger, 
Dwain Leonhardt, Pete Maslowski, Linda Maslowski, Bruce Mellberg, Linda Plock, 
Kevin Poague, John Quinn, Ken Reitan, Diane Richards, Carol Rustad, Nancy 
Savery, Leslie Spath, Ruth Steams, April Stevenson, Kristal Stoner, Ned 
Strin^am, Jake Walker, Dan Wheeler (43) 

Norfolk Marc Bathke, Mark Brogie, Donna Christiansen, David Heidt, Jan 
Johnson, Richard Johnson, Paul Timm, Duane Wolff (compiler) (8) 

North Platte Scott Allison, Monte Brown, Tad Grasz, Tim Hajda, Robin 
Harding, Gregg Hoover, Roger Lawson, John Murphy, Jim Petei^en, Marcia 
Petersen, Lanny Randolph, Mary Sue Shoemaker, Kent Skaggs, Matthew Walker, 
T.J. Walker (compiler) (15) 

Omaha Elliott Bedows, Deb Bercaw, David Crawford, Kathleen Crawford-Rose, 
Jim Ducey, Nelli Falzgraf, Bob Fuchs, Betty Grenon (compiler), Lois Inkeep, Clem 
Klaphake, Jim Kovanda, Sandy Kovanda, Catherine Kuper, Steve Lamphere, Terry 
Lassek, Veronica Mecko, Justen Meneses, Noah Meneses, Greg Nelson, Bonnie 
Nicholson, Babs Padelford, Loren Padelford, Don Paseka, Janis Paseka, Susan 
Quinn, Neal Ratzlaff, A1 Reyer, Jean Richter, Justin Rink, Gary Roberts, Mary Jo 
Rome, Rick Schmid, Eric Scholar, Justin Stolen, Phil Swanson, Jerry Toll, Penny 
Zaharones (37) 

Ponca Chase Baker, James Baker, Vem Cummings, Jeff Fields, Bill Jammer, Jan 
Johnson, Richard Johnson, Tucker Lutter, Brenda Nelson, Jan Null, Jerry Probst, 
Jerry VonEhwegen, Jennifer Wolff (compiler) (13) 

Scottsbluff Kathy DeLara, Dean Drawbaugh, Phyllis Drawbaugh, Ann Duey, 
Luke Hamilton, Roger Hamilton, Charlotte Herrell, Alice Kenitz (compiler), Brad 
McKinney, Connie McKinney, Andrew Pierson, Ruben Siegfried, Gwen Smith (13) 



2011-2012 CBC Site Data 



Date 

Species 

Individuals 

Observers 

Low Temp 

High Temp 

Sky 

Precipitation 

Ames 

14 Dec 

55 

4,095 

7 

40 

50 

cloudy 

rain 

Beaver Valley 

23 Dec 

28 

728 

3 

18 

42 

clear 

none 

Branched Oak-Seward 

16 Dec 

67 

7,618 

14 

16 

39 

clear 

none 

Calamus-Loup 

28 Dec 

56 

9,744 

8 

21 

70 

clear 

none 

Crawford 

2 Jan 

29 

1,374 

4 

23 

45 

clear 

none 

DeSoto-Boyer 

18 Dec 

66 

8,316 

22 

27 

51 

clear/pt cloudy 

none 

Grand Island 

17 Dec 

59 

19,454 

15 

26 

49 

clear 

none 

Harrison 

3 Jan 

25 

270 

4 

28 

45 

pt cloudy/clear 

none 

Lake McConaughy 

31 Dec 

103 

28,460 

26 

21 

50 

pt cloudy/cloudy 

It snow 

Lincoln 

17 Dec 

69 

23,421 

43 

20 

50 

clear 

none 

Norfolk 

17 Dec 

51 

17,213 

8 

28 

46 

pt cloudy 

none 

North Platte 

17 Dec 

68 

37,567 

15 

15 

54 

clear 

none 

Omaha 

17 Dec 

70 

14,550 

37 

23 

51 

cloudy/clear 

none 

Ponca S.P. 

14 Dec 

53 

4,013 

13 

26 

42 

cloudy 

rain 

Scottsbluff 

17 Dec 

57 

29,238 

13 

31 

51 

clear 

none 


139^ 206,06 r 232" 24 ^ 49 ^ 

a- total (sum of column values) 175^" 

b- average 

c-number of people who participated in CBCs. Note: many observers participated in more than one CBC. 
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2011-2012 Christmas Bird Count 



Ames 

Beaver Valley 

BOL-Seward 

Calamus-Loup 

Crawford 

DeSoto-Boyer 

Grand Island 

Harrison 

Gr White-fronted Goose 






70 

2 


Snow Goose 






180 



Ross’s Goose 









Cackling Goose 



39 

1 


24 

23 


Canada Goose 

1,121 


571 

3,637 


1,931 

4,216 


Trumpeter Swan 




35 





Wood Duck 

cw 


1 




21 


Gadwall 






1 



American Wigeon 




65 





Mallard 

175 

89 

393 

4,067 

5 

656 

1,059 


Blue-winged Teal 







6 


Northern Shoveler 

cw 


1 




39 


Northern Pintail 



cw 



53 

2 


Green-winged Teal 



cw 

4 


30 



Canvasback 









Redhead 







1 


Ring-necked Duck 

1 


1 

10 


6 



Greater Scaup 









Lesser Scaup 




1 





White-winged Scoter 









Bufflehead 









Common Goldeneye 

cw 


6 

66 


161 

15 


Hooded Merganser 




1 





Common Merganser 



24 

40 


459 



Red-breasted Merganser 









Ruddy Duck 



cw 



50 



Duck sp. 






320 



Northern Bobwhite 



cw 

13 





Ring-necked Pheasant 

16 

1 

12 


1 

4 

1 


Sharp-tailed Grouse 








19 

Greater Prairie-Chicken 




4 





Wild Turkey 

29 

75 

6 

170 

394 

473 

138 
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2011-2012 Christmas Bird Count 



Lake McConaughy 

Lincoln 

Norfolk 

North Ratte 

Omaha 

|ponca SP 

Scottsbiuff 

TOTAl. 

Gr White-fronted Goose 








72 

Snow Goose 

3 

7 

8 

3 



12 

213 

Ross's Goose 

1 



1 



4 

6 

Cackling Goose 

125 

131 

3 

2 

4 


728 

1,080 

Canada Goose 

2,226 

12,622 

3,820 

14,534 

7,509 

40 

19,864 

72,091 

Tmmpeter Swan 

22 


1 





58 

Wood Duck 


2 






24 

Gadwall 

559 

2 

1 

14 



40 

617 

American Wigeon 

552 



2 



73 

692 

Mallard 

146 

849 

97 

20,729 

322 

489 

3,601 

32,677 

Blue-winged Teal 








6 

Northern Shoveler 

23 

5 


37 

5 


5 

115 

Northern Pintail 

16 

5 


57 

8 


22 

163 

Green-winged Teal 

294 

9 


57 

44 


59 

497 

Canvasback 

332 



1 



4 

337 

Redhead 

322 

cw 





4 

327 

Ring-necked Duck 

310 







328 

Greater Scaup 

46 







46 

Lesser Scaup 

491 




4 


1 

497 

White-winged Scoter 

1 







1 

Bufdehead 

353 




2 



355 

Common Goldeneye 

846 



73 

143 

12 

185 

1,507 

Hooded Merganser 

19 

1 



1 



22 

Common Merganser 

3,597 



3 

37 

6 


4,166 

Red-breasted Merganser 

9 







9 

Ruddy Duck 

29 

7 






86 

Duck sp. 








320 

Northern Bobwhite 








13 

Ring-necked Pheasant 

52 

14 

23 

11 

3 

6 

29 

173 

Sharp-tailed Grouse 








19 

Greater Prairie-Chicken 

8 



9 




21 

Wild Turkey 


6 

103 

37 

75 

178 

48 

1,732 
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2011-2012 Christmas Bird Count 



Ames 

Beaver Valley 

BOL-Seward 

Calamus-Loup 

Crawford 

loeSoto-Boyer 

Grand Island 

Harrison 

Pied-bilted Grebe 









Horned Grebe 



2 






Red-necked Grebe 









Western Grebe 









American White Pelican 

1 





1 



Great Blue Heron 

5 



1 



8 


Bald Eagle 

2 

6 

3 

5 

10 

30 

9 


adult 



2 



17 

7 


immature 



1 



12 

2 


unspecified age 

2 

6 


5 

10 

1 



Northern Harrier 


3 

11 

6 


3 

5 

9 

Sharp-shinned Hawk 

2 

1 

5 

2 


2 

2 


Cooper's Hawk 

cw 


3 




2 


Accipiter sp, 









Red-tailed Hawk 

29 

10 

91 

15 

8 

101 

35 

4 

Ferruginous Hawk 









Rough-legged Hawk 

2 

4 

5 

3 


1 

4 

4 

Buteo sp. 









Golden Eagle 





4 

3 



American Kestrel 

6 

4 

14 

3 

2 

7 

14 

2 

Merlin 

2 


1 




1 


Peregrine Falcon 







1 


Prairie Falcon 







3 


Hawk sp. 






1 



Virginia Rail 









American Coot 

11 






17 


Sandhill Crane 







3,510 


Killdeer 









Dunlin 









Wilson's Snipe 




8 





Bonaparte’s Gull 









Mew Gull 
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2011-2012 Christmas Bird Count 



Lake McConaughy 

Lincoln 

Norfolk 

North Platte 

Omaha 

Ponca SP 

Scottsbiuff 

TOTAL 

Pied-billed Grebe 

4 



1 

2 



7 

Homed Grebe 

1 







3 

Red-necked Grebe 

2 







2 

Western Grebe 

600 







600 

American White Pelican 

1 







3 

Great Blue Heron 

19 

10 


1 

9 


5 

58 

Bald Eagle 

53 

4 

15 

22 

33 

4 

13 

209 

adult 






3 


29 

immature 






1 


16 

unspecified age 

53 

4 

15 

22 

33 


13 

164 

Northern Harrier 

23 

8 

1 

6 

8 

3 

1 

87 

Sharp-shinned Hawk 

7 

2 

3 

5 

3 

1 

cw 

35 

Cooper's Hawk 

6 

4 

cw 

1 

4 

1 

1 

22 

Accipiter sp. 

1 

2 

1 


1 



5 

Red-tailed Hawk 

47 

84 

60 

36 

126 

26 

20 

692 

Ferruginous Hawk 

3 






3 

6 

Rough-legged Hawk 

3 

5 

2 

1 


1 

6 

41 

Buteo sp. 


6 

2 





8 

Golden Eagle 








7 

American Kestrel 

10 

11 

16 

13 

12 

3 

28 

145 

Merlin 


2 

1 

1 

2 

1 


11 

Peregrine Falcon 




1 




2 

Prairie Falcon 

3 



1 



2 

9 

Hawk sp. 








1 

Virginia Rail 

3 







3 

American Coot 

6,007 

10 


51 

1 


66 

6,163 

Sandhill Crane 








3,510 

Kllldeer 

6 



1 

1 



8 

Dunlin 

1 







1 

Wilson's Snipe 

18 



2 

1 


1 

30 

Bonaparte’s Gull 

9 







9 

Mew Gull 

3 







3 
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2011-2012 Christmas Bird Count 



Ames 

Beaver Valley 

BOL-Seward 

Calamus-Loup 

Cravirford 

DeSoto-Boyer 

Grand Island 

Harrison 

Ring-billed Gull 



16 

1 


3 

1 


California Gull 









Herring Gull 



8 






Thayer's Gull 









Lesser Black-backed Gull 









Glaucous Gull 









Rock Pigeon 

152 

16 

101 

11 

106 

297 

283 

8 

Eurasian Collared-Dove 

29 

78 

7 

25 

12 


163 

13 

Mourning Dove 

25 


7 



5 

5 


Eastern Screech-Owl 

2 


2 

1 


2 

6 


Great Homed Owl 

4 


3 

2 


7 



Snowy 0^ 




2 





Barred Owl 

1 


7 



6 



Long-eared Owl 









Short-eared Owl 









Medium owl sp (Asio sp) 

1 








Nothem Saw-whet Owl 









Belted Kingfisher 

4 


3 

4 


1 

5 


Red-headed Woodpecker 

1 


1 






Red-bellied Woodpecker 

21 

6 

43 

2 


59 

6 


Yellow-bellied Sapsucker 






2 

3 


Downy Woodpecker 

27 

5 

57 

14 

7 

119 

16 

3 

Hairy Woodpecker 

3 

1 

7 

7 

5 

22 

2 


Northern Flicker 

38 

10 

86 

12 

7 

57 

20 

2 

Red-shafted 



1 

4 

2 

1 



Red X Yellow-shafted 



2 






Yellow-shafted 



52 

8 

2 

56 



unspecified 

38 

10 

31 


3 


20 

2 

Pileated Woodpecker 









Loggerhead Shrike 







1 


Northern Shrike 

cw 

2 

12 

10 


2 

2 


Pinyon Jay 








12 
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2011-2012 Christmas Bird Count 



Lake McConaughy 

Lincoln 

Norfolk 

North Platte 

Omaha 

Ponca SP 

Scotts bluff 

g 

i- 

Ring-billed Gull 

1,196 

6 


16 

25 



1,264 

California Gull 

10 







10 

Herring Gull 

67 



14 




89 

Thayer’s Gull 

2 







2 

Lesser Black-backed Gull 

1 







1 

Glaucous Gull 

2 







2 

Rock Pigeon 

168 

1,558 

822 

120 

530 

81 

456 

4,709 

Eurasian Collared-Dove 

41 

27 

65 

14 

2 

2 

333 

811 

Mourning Dove 

10 

142 

14 


159 

18 


385 

Eastern Screech-Owl 

3 


1 


2 



19 

Great Homed Owl 

14 

6 

8 


1 

1 

1 

47 

Snowy Owl 

1 



1 




4 

Barred Owl 


5 

2 


2 

2 


25 

Long-eared Owl 

1 


3 



1 


5 

Short-eared Owl . 

1 







1 

Medium owl sp (Asio sp) 








1 

Nothem Saw-whet Owl 

1 







1 

Belted Kingfisher 

8 

16 

3 

2 

12 


10 

68 

Red-headed Woodpecker 


3 




1 


6 

Red-bellied Woodpecker 

3 

56 

14 

4 

99 

20 


333 

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker 


1 



1 



7 

Downy Woodpecker 

22 

136 

24 

25 

175 

20 

7 

657 

Hairy Woodpecker 

9 

22 

12 

3 

31 

5 


129 

Northern Flicker 

63 

56 

13 

16 

37 

8 

21 

446 

Red-shafted 


4 


5 



1 

18 

Red X Yellow-shafted 







6 

8 

Yellow-shafted 


26 


8 


8 

3 

163 

unspecified 

63 

26 

13 

3 

37 


11 

257 

Pileated Woodpecker 





1 



1 

Loggerhead Shrike 








1 

Northern Shrike 

9 

1 

6 

1 

1 

10 

4 

60 

Pinyon Jay 








12 
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2011-2012 Christmas Bird Count 



Ames 

Beaver Valley 

BOL-Seward 

Calamus-Loup 

Crawford 

DeSoto-Boyer 

Grand Island 

Harrison 

Blue Jay 

55 

11 

150 

1 

3 

57 

23 


Black-billed Magpie 




1 

3 




American Crow 

145 

g 

506 

571 

17 

396 

46 

6 

Horned Lark 

10 


5 


13 

21 

8 

73 

Black-capped Chickadee 

75 


99 

15 

23 

298 

12 

5 

Tufted Titmouse 






12 



Red-breasted Nuthatch 


1 



1 


2 


White-breasted Nuthatch 

20 

12 

89 

9 

3 

145 

15 

3 

Pygmy Nuthatch 








3 

Brown Creeper 

1 


6 

2 


13 

6 

1 

Carolina Wren 

2 


cw 



1 



Winter Wren 

1 








Marsh Wren 









Golden-crowned Kinglet 

4 


12 



11 

3 


Ruby-crowned Kinglet 









Eastern Bluebird 

8 


286 



77 

15 


Mountain Bluebird 









Townsend's Solitaire 



5 

1 

1 



5 

Hermit Thrush 



1 



2 



American Robin 

170 

4 

1,432 

418 

43 

26 

211 

9 

Northern Mockingbird 









Brown Thrasher 









European Starling 

541 

134 

587 

125 

410 

254 

8,141 

4 

Cedar Waxwing 

312 


113 

31 


105 



Lafrfand Longspur 









Snow Bunting 




9 





Yeltow-rumped Warbler 

2 


31 



26 



Spotted Towhee 



2 



2 



Eastern Towhee 









American Tree Sparrow 

196 

192 

651 

15 

28 

326 

1 

15 

Field Sparrow 









Savannah Sparrow 



2 
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2011-2012 Christmas Bird Count 



Lake McConaughy 

Lincoln 

Norfolk 

North Platte 

Omaha 

Ponca SP 

Scottsbiuff 

TOTAL 

Blue Jay 

12 

231 

65 

8 

72 

76 

55 

819 

Black billed Magpie 

17 


4 

2 


1 

15 

43 

American Crow 

14 

178 

156 

26 

59 

116 

61 

2,306 

Homed Lark 

658 

49 

68 

5 


30 

7 

947 

Black-capped Chickadee 

5 

281 

79 

5 

295 

75 

40 

1,307 

Tufted Titmouse 


5 



21 



38 

Red-breasted Nuthatch 


12 

4 

1 



4 

25 

White-breasted Nuthatch 

1 

146 

66 

5 

187 

19 


720 

Pygmy Nuthatch 








3 

Brown Creeper 

3 

18 

7 

4 

19 

4 

cw 

84 

Carolina Wren 





7 



10 

Winter Wren 

1 




4 



6 

Marsh Wren 

3 






1 

4 

Golden-crowned Kinglet 

32 

11 


2 

9 

1 


85 

Ruby-crowned Kinglet 




1 

1 



2 

Eastern Bluebird 

4 

57 

cw 

5 

48 

2 


502 

Mountain Bluebird 

21 



40 




61 

Townsend's Solitaire 

58 






20 

90 

Hermit Thrush 








3 

American Robin 

4,177 

258 

44 

307 

85 

384 

407 

7,975 

Northern Mockingbird 


1 






1 

Brown Thrasher 

1 







1 

European Starling 

710 

2,887 

9,795 

98 

2,080 

793 

522 

27,081 

Cedar Waxwing 

45 

111 

39 

3 

94 

291 

21 

1,165 

Lapland Longspur 

56 


11 

3 


60 


130 

Snow Bunting 








9 

Yeliow-rumped Warbler 

21 

7 


1 

4 



92 

Spotted Towhee 


1 






5 

Eastern Towhee 


1 






1 

American Tree Sparrow 

200 

634 

138 

52 

844 

755 

29 

4,076 

Field Sparrow 



4 





4 

Savannah Sparrow 





7 



9 
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2011-2012 Christmas Bird Count 



Ames 

Beaver Valley 

BOL-Seward 

Calamus-Loup 

Crawford 

DeSoto-Boyer 

Grand Island 

Harrison 

Fox Sparrow 



2 






Song Sparrow 

9 

2 

14 



5 



Swamp Sparrow 

4 


2 



1 



White-throated Sparrow 

2 


2 



5 



Harris's Sparrow 

50 


46 



24 

4 


White-crowned Sparrow 

1 


6 



1 



Sparrow sp. 



40 






Dark-eyed Junco 

166 

17 

614 

38 

39 

694 

178 

22 

Slate-colored 



349 


29 




Oregon 



3 


5 




Pink-sided 









unspecified subspecies 

166 

17 

262 

38 

5 

694 

178 

22 

Northern Cardinal 

69 


145 

13 


158 

30 


Rose-breasted Grosbeak 









Red-winged Blackbird 

cw 


303 

20 


1 

265 


Western Meadowlark 

1 



19 



354 


Meadowlark sp. 

38 


129 



1 



Yellow-headed Blackbird 









Rusty Blackbird 









Common Grackle 



8 

1 





Great-tailed Grackle 




18 





Brown-headed Cowbird 







1 


Purple Finch 

3 


13 

1 


6 



House Finch 

12 

2 

73 

76 

19 

10 

33 

6 

Common Redpoll 





4 



23 

Pine Siskin 



8 


5 

1 



American Goldfinch 

318 

21 

390 

79 

165 

98 

221 

7 

House Sparrow 

169 

12 

297 

33 

36 

390 

238 

12 










TOTAL SPECIES 

55 

28 

67 

56 

29 

66 

59 

25 

TOTAL INDIVIDUALS 

4,095 

728 

7,618 

9,744 

1,374 

8,316 

19,454 

270 
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2011-2012 Christmas Bird Count 



Lake McConaughy 

Lincoln 

Norfolk 

North Platte 

Omaha 

Ponca SP 

Scottsbluff 

TOTAL 

Fox Sparrow 


1 



2 



5 

Song Sparrow 

3 

17 

1 


20 

4 

3 

78 

Swamp Sparrow 





5 

1 


13 

White-throated Sparrow 


7 



10 



26 

Harris's Sparrow 

7 

67 

2 


34 

6 

cw 

240 

White-crowned Sparrow 

7 

1 


cw 



68 

84 

Sparrow sp. 








40 

Dark-eyed Junco 

378 

965 

255 

232 

509 

257 

173 

4,537 

Slate-coiored 


438 


228 


257 

44 

1,345 

Oregon 


1 


3 



32 

44 

Pink-sided 




1 



11 

12 

unspecified subspecies 

378 

526 

255 


509 


86 

3,136 

Northern Cardinal 

19 

200 

38 

8 

118 

19 


817 

Rose-breasted Grosbeak 


1 






1 

Red-winged Blackbird 

1,719 

43 


602 


41 

1,048 

4,042 

Western Meadowlark 


7 


5 




386 

Meadowlark sp. 

59 

2 

75 


40 

1 

22 

367 

Yellow-headed Blackbird 







1 

1 

Rusty Blackbird 



5 



7 


12 

Common Grackle 

7 

2 






18 

Great-tailed Grackle 

2 



cw 




20 

Brown-headed Cowbird 

150 


212 





364 

Purple Finch 

1 




1 

2 

2 

29 

House Finch 

138 

184 

58 

20 

45 

1 

149 

826 

Common Redpoll 




1 




28 

Pine Siskin 

53 




8 

2 

54 

131 

American Goldfinch 

899 

431 

119 

134 

190 

109 

532 

3,713 

House Sparrow 

135 

762 

824 

68 

294 

16 

347 

3,633 










TOTAL SPECIES 

103 

69 

52 

68 

70 

53 

57 

139 

TOTAL INDIVIDUALS 

28.460 

23,421 

17,213 

37,567 

14,550 

4,013 

29,238 

206,061 
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REPORT OF A NESTING SORA (Porzana Carolina) 

William W. Lemburg 
1776 2nd Ave. 

Cairo NE 68824 

INTRODUCTION by Wayne J. Mollhoff 

During the summer of 2008, long-time NOU member and former NOU 
Treasurer William (Bill) Lemburg of Cairo, Howard Co., Nebraska, discovered the 
nest of a Sora (Porzana Carolina). On 29 July 2008, while using a small flat- 
bottomed boat to gather duckweed (Spirodda polyrhiza) on a small pond near his 
bird pens to feed the exotic waterfowl he raises, he noted a pair of Sora walking 
about, foraging atop the dense growth of duckweed. The pair ignored his presence 
even though, as he later discovered, he was within 10 feet of their nest. The 
following evening, 30 July, he again noted a bird feeding there. The next morning, 
31 July, he noticed a small tent-like cluster of broken-over bur-reed (Sparganium 
eurycarpum) in the middle of the shallow pond and suspected a nest might be 
present. Upon further investigation while wearing chest waders, he flushed a Sora 5 
feet away from him, and within the clump of the previous year's growth of broken 
bur-reed he found a nest with eight eggs. 

The dated comments that follow are derived from Mr. Lemburg's original 
field notes and give a timeline of the Sora nesting behavior. 

29 July 2008; Pair of Sora observed in pond. 

31 July 2008; Nest discovered in clump of dead bur-reed in middle of pond. 

1 August 2008: One adult Sora seen leaving the area of the nest site. 

2 August: One adult seen feeding at 0950 hrs. Noted Sora giving short call 

notes as it came from the edge of the pond, with head and neck 
extended and beak open as it finished calling. 1 decided to do future 
observing from inside the nearby duck pen to reduce disturbance. 

5 August, 1300 hrs: Water depth at nest measured 35 inches. When I 

approached pond, one adult called excitedly and came toward the nest 
from the edge of the pond, while the other bird ran from the nest 
followed by two young. Later that evening: one adult seen feeding. 
Shortly thereafter the other adult came from the nest, followed by two 
young, who wandered about. After a short foraging session, one adult 
returned to the nest followed by the two young. 

6 August, 0640-0740: Both adults seen foraging. One adult returned to nest 

frequently, no doubt to feed the young. 1600 hrs; Both adults 
foraging; one stayed close to the nest. Bird closest to nest returned to 
nest; other bird came back frequently, probably to feed the young. 
1630 hrs: Three young left the nest but remained close to nest while 
foraging. 

7 August, 1700 hrs: Both adults present. Four young scattered out, 

foraging near the nest. 

1930 hrs; Both adults present. More colorful adult (presumed male) 



Vol. 80 No. 1 


The Nebraska Bird Review 


41 


searched for food atop duckweed, and when it found something, it 
would run rapidly back to nest, put head in nest, then hurry off at a 
run for more food. Only on one occasion, about 5 feet from the nest, 
did he feed one of the young birds. 

8 August, 0920 hrs; Both adults foraging. One adult returned to nest and 

stuck head in, but none of hurry-up activity as noted on previous 
night. Three young left the nest to forage, 1315 - 1340 hrs: Saw 
male at edge of pond with three young following it. The young later 
scattered to forage on their own. Female was near the nest but just 
before 1 left, she went out of sight toward the north side of the pond. 
1830 - 1900 hrs: Both adults and three young near nest. A fourth 
young bird returned alone from the other side of the pond. Female 
stayed near nest, feeding and returning to the nest often, probably to 
feed young. Male went out of sight to north side of pond. 

9 August, 0900 hrs: One adult feeding with two young; young later 

separated to feed on their own. 1300 hrs: Both adults foraging and 
feeding the tliree young in sight. Adults did not return to nest as 
noted previously. 1500 hrs: Both adults foraging near nest, feeding 
two of the young in the area. When one of the young reached toward 
an adult's head, the adult gave it two sharp raps on the head with its 
beak. No idea what prompted the action. The young bird ran off. 
Adults collected pieces of dead bulrush and placed them on a floating 
water-level mat of same material which looked as though it had been 
started by muskrats. Adults acted as though in a hurry to build an 
alternate nest (heavy rain was forecast). When one of the young pecked 



Juvenile Sora at Lemburg pond, Cairo, Howard Co., 22 Aug 2008. 
Photo by William Lemburg. 
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at a piece of bulrush the adult was holding, it also got two hard raps 
on the head as witnessed previously. 1900 hrs: Bulrush “pl^itform” 
occupied by a female Blue-winged Teal and what appeared to be her 
young. 

10 August: Male Sora noted foraging in willows beside pond at 1400 and 

1700 hrs. No young noted. 1900 hrs: Adults seen foraging. Saw 
single young at other end of pond. 

11 August, AM: Saw four young foraging at different locations on pond. 

One young walked closely past a teal without any reaction from it. 
1900 hrs: Three young returned to the nest. Fourth young went to 
north side of pond. Both adults present. 

12 August, 1900 hrs: Both adults and four young noted. Young feeding 

along west edge of pond. One young fed within a foot of a Blue¬ 
winged Teal. Seems as though young are not all the same size. 

13 August, 1800 hrs: Only observed a couple of minutes. One young seen 

on pond. 

14 August, 0900 hrs: One adult and three young noted. 

15 August, 1300 hours and again at 1800 hours: One adult and four young 

noted. 

16 August, 1700 hrs: One adult and two young noted. One of the young 

seemed larger than those seen yesterday. 

17 August, 1900 hrs; One adult and four young noted. One young getting 

brown feathers on side. 

21 August, 1840 hrs; Three young noted. Adults not seen. 

22 August, 1815 - 1840 hrs: Photographed one young bird. Saw but was 

unable to get pictures of another, larger young bird. 

23 August, 1800 - 1830 hrs: Saw four young foraging on pond. The ducks, 

geese and cranes in my rearing pens started calling and making a 
commotion. The young Soras seemed to take it as a danger signal. 
All four raced to hide in the reed canarygrass {Phalaris arundinacea) 
near the boat. 

24 August, 1745 - 1845 hrs: Saw at least three different young. 

25 August: No Sora seen. Cattle using the hay meadow where the pond was 

located fed around the pond and flattened the reed canarygrass. 
Another pond, also surrounded by reed canarygrass, is 30 ft. away and 
although it has less duckweed on it, the young birds may have moved 
to this pond. They were not seen again. 

Concluding Comments: 

Although not necessarily applicable to other Sora nestings, from my 
observations of this nest, I feel 1 can conclude the following: 1) the eggs did not all 
hatch at the same time; 2) after the young begin to leave the nest, they do not remain 
close together; 3) the adult male is a good provider but does not, as the saying goes, 
take the young “under his wing” (1 saw three young with him only one time and it 
was only for a short time); 4) one adult may leave before the young are ready to fly. 
The other adult might also do so. A final impression: it was simply amazing when 
I first saw the adults from my boat. They were completely calm, totally ignoring 
me even though I was within 10 feet of their nest. 
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SPRING FIELD REPORT, Mar 2012 to May 2012 

Compiled by W. Ross Silcock 
P.O. Box 57, Tabor, lA 51653 
silcock@rosssilcock.com 


INTRODUCTION 

This spring was a definite mixed bag omithologically, in large part due to the 
mixed bag of weather conditions. Spring Beauty flowers bloomed 10-14 days early 
at Fontenelle Forest (RBa). Observers were decidedly mixed in their assessments of 
the season; veteran observers commenting on the passerine migration noted “poorest 
spring for passerines that I can recall” (LE) and “the sheer numbers of birds seemed 
ridiculously high for this early date of May 3rd” (JR). It should be noted that the 3 
May date saw record counts of a few passerine species at Fontenelle Forest: 65 
American Redstarts, 60 Blackpoll Warblers, and 80 Rose-breasted Grosbeaks. 
Acadian Flycatcher was ubiquitous at Indian Cave SP. Impressive seasonal totals fbr 
rare migrants included 13 Philadelphia Vireos and 20 Gray-cheeked Thrushes. Few 
passerine migrants were found westward, however. Regarding waterbirds, similar 
mixed opinions and data came to hand; even though few ibises were seen in flie 
Rainwater Basin, the overall numbers seemed about average, including 2 Glossy 
Ibis. 

Perhaps of greatest interest ecologically was the earliness of the spring in 
several respects. Nesting began early for Cooper's Hawk and Great Blue Heron, and 
there were numerous record-early arrival dates, both in shorebirds and passerines in 
general; there were 4 record early dates for shorebirds (American Golden-Plover, 
Lesser Yellowlegs, Western Sandpiper, Stilt Sandpiper) and 3 for passerines 
(Yellow-rumped “Audubon’s” Warbler, Clay-colored Sparrow, Field Sparrow). 

Interesting observations included the first state record for Black-chinned 
Hummingbird, a species that is spreading northward in the western Great Plains, an 
amazingly late Snowy Owl picked up alive at Big Springs 29 May, but which died 
soon after, and a minor incursion of White-winged Crossbill. 


ABBREVIATIONS 
Ad; adult 

ADF: Arbor Day Farm, Nebraska City 
BOL; Branched Oak L, Lancaster Co 
Cem: Cemetery 
Fern: female 

FF: Fontenelle Forest, Sarpy Co 

GPD: Gavins Point Dam, Cedar/Knox Cos 

HCR: Harlan Co Res, Harlan Co 

ICSP: Indian Cave SP, Nemaha and Richardson Cos 

Imm: immature 
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Jack Sinn; Jack Sinn Memorial WMA, Saunders/ Lancaster Cos 
Juv: juvenile 
L: lake 

LM: L McConaughy, Keith Co 

LNB: Lakes North and Babcock, Platte Co 

LO: L Ogallala, Keith Co 

LPB: La Platte Bottoms, Sarpy Co 

ML: Meadowlark L, Seward Co 

m.ob.: many observers 

NLB: North Lake Basin WMA, Seward Co 

NWR: National Wildlife Refuge 

PL: Pawnee L, Lancaster Co 

PRSP: Platte River SP, Cass Co 

PSP: Ponca SP, Dixon Co 

Res: Reservoir 

RWB: wetland complex in several counties of southcentral and southeast Nebraska 
SL; Sewage Lagoon(s) 

SP: State Park 

WGP: Walnut Grove Park, Omaha 

WP; Wilderness Park, Lincoln 

WSR: Wind Springs Ranch, south Sioux Co 

OBSERVERS 

AD: Ann Duey, Scottsbluff 

AG: Alan Grenon, Bellevue 

AK: Alice Kenitz, Gering 

AP: Andrew Pierson, Gering 

ARy: A1 Reyer, Bellevue 

AS; Audrey Sterkel, Sidney 

BF: Bill Fink, San Francisco, CA 

BFH: Bill F. Huser, South Sioux City 

BFo: Brian Foster, Bartley 

CH: Carr Heaney, Omaha 

CNK: Clem N. Klaphake, Bellevue 

D&JP: Don and Jan Paseka, Ames 

DA: Darren Addy, Kearney 

DH: Dave Heidt, Norfolk 

DL: Dan Leger, Lincoln 

DSt: Dave Stage, Elkhom 

EB: Elaine Bachel, Lincoln 

EBe: Elliott Bedows, Bellevue 

EBr: Ed Brogie, Laurel 

EK: Eric Klaphake, Colorado Springs, CO 

ET: Edward Tickle, Lincoln 

G&WH; Glen & Wanda Hoge, Alma 

GJ: Gerry Jorgensen, Blair 
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GR: Gary Roberts, Fremont 

HKH: Helen K. Hughson, Mitchell 

J&BB: Jesse & Betsy Bolli, Beatrice 

JC; John Carlini, Lincoln 

JG; Joe Gubanyi, Seward 

JGJ; Joel G. Jorgensen, Lincoln 

JJ: Jan Johnson, Wakefield 

JLL: Jeanine L. Lackey, Doniphan 

JM: Jeanne Miller, Bennington 

JO: Jim Ochsner, Ogallala 

JR; Justin Rink, Omaha 

JRi: Juanita Rice, Fairmont 

JT: Jerry Toll, Omaha 

JW: Jake Walker, Lincoln 

JWH; John W. Hall, Omaha 

KD: Kathy DeLara, Mitchell 

KM; Karen Marx, La Vista 

KS: Kent Skaggs, Kearney 

KSc: Kathy Schwery, Plattsmouth 

L&BP: Loren and Babs Padelford, Bellevue 

LD: Linda Deeds, North Platte 

LDi: Lauren Dinan, Lincoln 

LE: Larry Einemann, Lincoln 

LF: Larry Falk, Nebraska City 

LG: Lynnette Gibson, Grand Island 

LJH; Luke J. Hamilton, Bridgeport 

LM: Laura Marotz, Plattsmouth 

LR: Lanny Randolph, Minden 

MB: Mark Brogie, Creighton 

ME: Mike Ellis, Bennington 

MJ; Missy Jens, Bartley 

MJR: Mary Jo Rome, Omaha 

ML: Mark Land, Kansas City, KS 

MN; Marsha Nyffeler, Columbus 

MS: Mary Shoemaker, North Platte 

MUs; Moni Usasz, Lincoln 

NP: Neva Pruess, Lincoln 

NR; Neal RatzlafT, Omaha 

PD: Paul Dunbar, Hastings 

PS: Phil Swanson, Omaha 

RH: Robin Harding, Minden 

RM: Robert Manning, Omaha 

RS: Rick Schmid, Omaha 

RSt: Ruth Steams, Lincoln 

RW: Rick Wright, Little Falls, NJ 

SA: Scott Allison, Curtis 

SM: Steve Morris, Grand Island 
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SS: Shari Schwartz, Lincoln 
TG: Tom Gannon, Lincob 
TH: Tim Hajda, Broken Bow 
TJW: T.J. Walker, Brady 
TL: Tucker Lutter, Sioux City, lA 
VC: Virgbia Clark, North Platte 
WF: William Flack, Kearney 
WM; Wayne Mollhoff, Ashland 
WRS; W. Ross Silcock, Tabor, lA 


SPECIES ACCOUNTS 

Greater White-fronted Goose: Numbers were low, most notably in the eastern 
RWB, where none were found 14 Mar (JGJ), leadbg the observer to note 
“conventional wisdom would conclude missing a (Greater White-fronted) 
Goose in the RWB in mid-March is next to impossible” (JGJ). A straggler 
was b Pierce Co 17 May (LE); there are few records after mid-May. 

Feral (Greylag?) Goose; Purely for the record, a presumed escaped bird was seen in 
Cass and Sarpy Cos 29-30 Mar (LM, ARy); interestingly, one was associatbg 
with Canada Geese in mid-Mar b Kansas City, KS (ML). 

Snow Goose: The usual stragglers were reported; last was one in Scotts Bluff Co 26 
May (AK). 

Ross’s Goose: Best count was an impressive 2250 near North Platte 14 Mar (TJW), 
second-highest on record for spring. The 3 highest counts are all in Lincoln 
Co, topped by 5600 on 25 Mar 2001. 

Cackling Goose: Reports were routbe for this abundant statewide sprbg migrant. 

Canada Goose: Rather early were 5 goslings with ads at BOL 19 Apr (LE). 

Trumpeter Swan: Two birds with red neck bands, indicating Iowa releases, were in 
Dodge Co 2 Mar (JGJ, KS), and 11 were seen at 2 Dodge Co locations 3 Mar 
(TJW). The pair that nested near Ravenna in 2011 returned; one was on the 
nest 5 May (LR, RH). 

Tundra Swan: This species, always a rare migrant in the state, continues so; the 
only report was of one in Adams Co 13 Mar (PD, photo). 

Wood Duck: Broods were reported west to Lbcoln Co 7-15 May (RS, VC, LF); the 
hen with 9 “fuzzies” at FF 7 May (RS) was rather early. 

Mandarin Duck; The male wintering at Pier Park, Grand Island, had departed by 18 
Mar (LG). Provenance of this bird is unknown. 

Gadwall: Reports were routine for this abundant statewide sprbg migrant. 

American Wigeon: Reports were routine for this abundant statewide spring migrant. 

Mallard; Reports were routine for this abundant statewide migrant. 

Blue-winged Teal; One at Carter L, Omaha, 2 Mar (JR) was early, as was one at 
Jack Sinn 8 Mar (LE); earliest dates are 28, 28,28 Feb. 

Cinnamon Teal: There were several reports east to central Nebraska, including one 
rather early in the eastern RWB 14 Mar (JGJ), and a few easterly reports: 
males were in Dodge Co 26 Mar (KS), Lancaster Co 28 Apr (RSt), and Knox 
Co 5 May (MB). 
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Northern Shoveler; Reports were routine for this abundant statewide spring 
migrant. 

Northern Pintail: Nesting is routine in the western Sandhills, but may occur 
anywhere in the state on occasion. Whether the 7 in the eastern RWB 24 May 
(LE) and 2 in Perkins Co the same day (LE) were nesting is conjectural, 
although several pairs in Perkins Co in 2010 may have been nesting. 

Green-winged Teal; One in Sarpy Co 30 May (L&BP) was tardy; this species is not 
common in summer in the state, especially this far to the southeast. 

Canvasback: Reports were routine for this common to abundant statewide spring 
migrant. 

Redhead: Reports were routine for this abundant statewide spring migrant. 

Ring-necked Duck; The 300 at Zorinsky L, Omaha, 3 Mar (JR) was a good count 
for the early date. 

Greater Scaup; Only 10 were reported, as expected 8 Mar-4 Apr, all in the east (LE, 
BFH, CNK, MB). 

Lesser Scaup: Reports were routine for this abundant statewide spring migrant. 

White-winged Scoter: Scoters are rare in spring; an imm was at LO 10-17 Mar 
(JGJ, TJW), earliest on record, and only the 26th for spring. There are 3 
earlier spring records as well as only 3 winter records. 

Black Scoter: An ad male at BOL 21 Apr (LE) was the 9th spring report, but only 
the 4th with details. 

Long-tailed Duck: A rather late surprise was a molting first-year fern at Carter L, 
Omaha, 13-21 Apr (JR); late spring dates are 24 (twice) and 29 Apr. 

Bufflehead; Reports were routine for this abundant statewide spring migrant. 

Common Goldeneye: Reports were routine for this abundant winter visitor and 
spring migrant. 

Hooded Merganser: Reports were routine for this common spring migrant. 

Common Merganser; Stragglers included one in Washington Co 6 May (fide JT), 
and 4 at LM 23 May (LE). 

Red-breasted Merganser: The 1-2 at Offutt Base L, Sarpy Co, 6-15 May (CNK, 
PS) were tardy. Uncommon westward, 3 at Oliver Res, Kimball Co, 15 May 
(J W) and 3 at LO 22 May (SM) were good finds. 

Ruddy Duck: The 742 tallied in Lancaster Co 22 Mar (LE) was an excellent count, 
and somewhat early; peak counts are usually in mid-Apr. 

Northern Bobwhite: Concerns for this species were expressed from Dixon (JJ), 
Antelope (MB), and Lancaster (LE) Cos. Encouraging, however, were reports 
from central Nebraska: Custer, Loup, Sherman, and Valley Cos (WF) and 
Greeley Co (LR, RH). Westerly reports were from Scotts Bluff Co (AK) and 
Hitchcock Co (TJW). 

Gray Partridge: Reports of this species have been generally from Knox and Cedar 
Cos in recent years. The only reports were of 2 southeast of Creighton 24 
Apr, where it is becoming “harder to find each year” (MB, EBr), and 2 near 
Bloomfield 9 May (MB). Most are found near fields of alfalfa (MB). 

Ring-necked Pheasant: Southwest Nebraska must be the pheasant capital of the 
world; a 20-stop “crow counf’ yielded 1299 birds on 1 May (TJW), an 
average of about 60 per stop. Each male calls at most once every 2 minutes, 
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so all rooster crows heard during the 2-minute period are from different males; 
the best stop tallied 144 males, indicating a very dense population (TJW). 

Sharp-tailed Grouse: The southern Panhandle is at the south edge of this species’ 
range; 1-6 were reported from Kimball and Banner Cos 29 Apr (JGJ) through 
23 May (JW, LE). 

Greater Prairie-Chicken: Reports of leks around the perimeter of the Nebraska 
range included the following counties: Dixon (BFH), Pierce (WF), Platte 
(WF), Nance (WF), Butler (JG, LE, RSt, JGJ), Pawnee (WF), Jefferson (WF), 
Clay (PD), Adams (WF), Franklin (WF), Harlan (WF), Gosper (WF), Hayes 
(TJW, WF), Hitchcock (WF, TJW), and Chase (WF). Currently this species 
may be absent in Nebraska only from a few counties near the Missouri River 
between Nemaha Co and Thurston Co, and in most of the Panhandle. 

Wild Turkey: Dependent young were seen rather early in Seward Co 24 May (JG) 
and Otoe Co 27 May (LF). 

Common Loon: One at PL 22 Mar (LE) was near record-early; there are only 5 
earlier dates. 

Pied-bilied Grebe: The 120 on Offutt Base L, Sarpy Co, 16 Apr (CNK) was a 
record high for spring. 

Horned Grebe: The 60 in Lancaster Co 30 Mar (LE) was an excellent tally; high for 
spring is 236 at LM. 

Red-necked Grebe; Still a rare spring migrant, but with increasing reports in recent 
years, singles in alternate plumage were in Dodge Co 1 May (GR), Platte Co 
16 May (LDi, photo), and at LO 22 May (SM). These are the 12th-14th 
spring records. 

Eared Grebe: Although a common statewide spring migrant, it is less common in 
the east, and so the 62 at BOL 25 Apr (JGJ) was a good count. 

Western Grebe: Two at BOL 11 Apr (LE) were 3rd-earliest on record for the east, 
where the species is uncommon. LM hosted 600 by 29 May (TJW); breeding 
occurs there if conditions suit. 

Clark’s Grebe; The only reports were of 1-3 at LM 23-29 May (LE, TJW). 

Neotropic Cormorant: This species is one of several that are becoming more 
conspicuous northward on the Great Plains. This spring there were 2 reports: 
one was at BOL 12 Mar-16 Apr (LE, m. ob.), with 2 there 30 Mar (LE), and 
another was seen in flight with Double-crested Cormorants in Buffalo Co 16 
Mar (TJW). 

Double-crested Cormorant: Four at HCR 2 Mar (G&WH) were likely early 
migrants; other rather early arrivals were 35 at BOL 12 Mar (LE). Best count 
was 1760 at BOL 13 Apr (LE); high count is 5000. 

American White Pelican: The 12 at HCR 2 Mar (G&WH) were rather early; there 
are several late Feb records of likely early migrants. Best count was 600 over 
FF 17 Apr (CNK); high count for spring is 2700. 

American Bittern: The 12 in Otoe Co 26 Apr (CNK) was a record spring count. 
Breeding may occur wherever conditions are suitable; courting was observed 
atNLB30 Apr(JC, SS). 

Least Bittern: None were reported; this species is an uncommon spring migrant but 
highly dependent on suitable water conditions, which did not develop this 
spring over much of the state. 
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Great Blue Heron: This species begins nesting very early for a heron; nests were 
being tended in Franklin Co 4 Mar (6 birds, WF) and at LO 10 Mar (10 birds, 
JGJ). 

Great Egret: One in Dakota Co 22 Mar (BFH) was early; there are only 2 earlier 
dates. Numbers were generally low, best count only 18, at ML 20 Apr (JG). 
The only report from the west, where rare, was of one in Keith Co 29 May 
(TJW). 

Snowy Egret: There were 7 reports of 10 birds in all 20 Apr-26 May (m. ob.), 
statewide as expected, for this species and about the norm for a spring period. 
Three were at ML 20 Apr (JG). 

Little Blue Heron: The only report of this uncommon spring migrant was of one 
near Ravenna 29 May (LR, RH). 

Cattle Egret: Numbers were generally low; only about 52 were reported, including 
30 over Creighton 24 Apr (MB). This species is rare in the Panhandle, and so 
one in Scotts Bluff Co 22 May (LE) was noteworthy. 

Green Heron: Reports from the outer reaches of the summer range were of singles 
in Lincoln Co 30 Apr (TJW) and Custer Co 16 and 20 May (WF). 

Black-crowned Night-Heron: A flock of 14, all adults, was in Howard Co 14 Apr 
(WF), suggesting that these were early migrants, as imms usually follow a bit 
later. Earliest spring dates are around 1 Apr. 

Yellow-crowned Night-Heron: The only report of this rare spring migrant was of an 
imm at BOL 13 May (LE). 

Glossy Ibis: As has become the spring norm recently, there were 2 reports. One was 
in Lancaster Co 12-15 May (LE, ET photo, m.ob.) and another was in Dawson 
Co 18-20 May (TJW, DL). Of 50+ records of this species in spring, all but 3 
have occurred since 2004. A hybrid was reported from Seward Co 25 Apr 
(JGJ). 

White-faced Ibis: Reports were routine for this common statewide spring migrant. 

Turkey Vulture: Reports were routine for this common statewide spring migrant. 

Osprey: A pair returned to the nest platform at Scottsbluff and were working on the 
nest 6 Apr (KD). Best count was the 7 in Lancaster Co 19 Apr (LE), tying 
the spring high. 

Mississippi Kite: Arrivals were early: around 9 Apr at the new nesting site at North 
Platte (fide TJW) and flyovers in the east at FF 14 Apr (RS) and 21 Apr in 
eastern Douglas Co (CNK). The North Platte arrival is the earliest on record, 
and there are only 2 other reports earlier than 23 Apr. Strangely, first arrivals 
at the traditional summer site of Ogallala were not noted until 23 May (5; JO). 

Bald Eagle: Reports were routine for this common spring migrant and uncommon 
summer resident. 

Northern Harrier: Reports were routine for this common spring migrant and 
uncommon summer resident. 

Sharp-shinned Hawk: Reports were routine for this uncommon spring migrant. 

Cooper’s Hawk: Copulation was noted very early on 10 Mar in Lincoln (WF); nest 
dates are clustered around the 2nd week of May (WM). 

Northern Goshawk: None were reported of this rare spring migrant. 

Red-shouldered Hawk: Encouraging reports were received; this species may be 
expanding its minimal Nebraska range. One at FF 29 Apr (CNK) was at a 
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traditional location, but singles at WP 26 and 30 Apr (DL), ICSP 28 Apr (JR), 
and, westerly, at Chester Island WMA, Lincoln Co, 11 May (TJW) were at 
potential new nesting sites. 

Broad-winged Hawk: Like Red-shouldered Hawk, this species is apparently a rare 
breeder in Nebraska, but there are very few documented records, and only one 
egg date, that in mid-May from the 1890s (fide WM). However, breeding 
may occur more often than reported, especially at at FF and ICSP; reports 
from those locations included singles at FF 3 Apr (ARy) through 13 May (LE, 
AG) and at ICSP 13 May (TG) and 28 May (WRS). Breeding at Neale 
Woods, southeast Washington Co, may be taking place; one there 1 May was 
at the same location at which it had been seen in the previous 2 years (NR). 
Additional reports, likely migrants, were 18-29 Apr (D&JP, JWH, LE, JGJ, 
MB), including a westerly report at LM 29 Apr (JGJ). 

Swainson’s Hawk: Reports were routine for this common spring migrant and 
summer resident, mostly westerly. 

Red-tailed Hawk: Nest-buiiding 13 Mar in Thurston Co (CNK) was about on time. 
A “Harlan’s” Red-tailed Hawk was rather late in Garfield Co 17 Apr (JJ). 

Ferruginous Hawk: Rare eastward in winter and early spring, a “light juv” was in 
Lancaster Co 8 Mar (LE) and a single was in Buffalo Co 26 Apr (WF). The 
latter bird, as well as singles in northeast Hayes Co 18 Apr and 1 May (TJW), 
were likely non-breeding imms. 

Rough-legged Hawk: Reports were routine for this fairly common statewide winter 
visitor and spring migrant. 

Golden Eagle: Reports were routine for this uncommon spring migrant, rare 
eastward. 

Virginia Rail: Reports were routine for this common but secretive statewide spring 
migrant. 

Sora: Reports were routine for this commonly heard statewide spring migrant. 

American Coot: By far a record spring tally was the 4500 at Carter L, Omaha, 13 
Apr (JR); previous best was 3000. A correction is in order (thanks for 
pointing this out, LE); I reported a high 2010 spring count of 1790 at 
“Whitehead Marsh”, but this was for Lancaster Co as a whole. 

Sandhill Crane: Breeding continued at Kiowa WMA, Scotts Bluff Co, where an ad 
with a chick was seen 26 May (KD, AK). No chick was observed at the 
Morrill Co site where breeding has occurred for several years, although there 
may have been only one ad there after 2 were present in Mar (KD, AP). A 
significant find was a breeding pair in Butler Co 30 Apr (CNK), an eastward 
extension of the RWB range occupied from time to time by a few pairs. A 
pair near Odessa 21 May (RS) may have been breeding. Migrants are rare 
eastward; flyovers included 20 over Dixon Co 10 Mar (BFH) and one over 
ICSP 20 Apr (LF). Good numbers were noted in the Hershey area, where 
15,000 were seen 5 Mar (TJW). 

Common Crane: None were reported after the early (late Feb) departure of this 
spring’s lone individual (see Winter Report). 

Whooping Crane: A single bird was early near Doniphan 6 Mar (NP); it remained 
until 20 Mar (DA photo, RW). Best count was the 12-15 that flew over 
Kearney Co 6 Apr (MN). 
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Black-bellied Plover: One appeared at Smith WPA, Clay Co, record early on 16 
Mar (PD); likely the same bird was there 23 Mar (CNK). Also very early, one 
day short of the previous early date, was one in Washington Co 5 Apr (CNK). 

American Golden-Plover: Two in the RWB 16 Mar (PD) were the 4th-earliest on 
record. The 492 in Seward Co 25 Apr (JGJ) was a good tally; high for spring 
is 800. 

Snowy Plover: None were reported. Since conditions for nesting by plovers at LM 
have deteriorated in the last few years, this species has reverted to its previous 
Nebraska status as a rare spring visitor, not reported every year. 

Semipalmated Plover; The 340 near Niobrara 28 Apr (MB) was a record high 
spring count. 

Piping Plover: Reports were mostly from regular breeding sites, including LM, 
where best count was only 5 (JGJ, TG, LE) and Linoma Beach, Sarpy Co, 
(CNK, JC, SS, LE). Migrants were scattered around the east 13 Apr-16 May 
(m. ob), west to Phelps Co (JLL, KS). 

Killdeer: Earliest fledglings reported were in Adams Co 23 Apr (PD) and in Omaha 
24 Apr (PS). 

Mountain Plover: The 2 reports were from the reliable area south and west of the 
Kimball Airport; 2 were there 23 May (LE) and another 27 May (RS). 

Black-necked Stilt: Reports were widespread, beginning with singles at different 
sites in the RWB 22 Apr (KS, RSt) and east to L Wanahoo, Saunders Co, 28 
Apr (JGJ). The 6 birds at a cattle feedlot run-off pond in Dawson Co 18 May 
(TJW) may have been nesting there, as in previous years. 

American Avocet: Two near Niobrara 31 Mar (MB) were rather early; earliest dates 
are around 20 Mar. Generally uncommon in the far east, there were several 
reports this spring (m. ob.). 

Spotted Sandpiper: Reports were routine for this fairly common statewide spring 
migrant and summer resident. 

Solitary Sandpiper; Reports were routine for this fairly common statewide spring 
migrant. 

Greater Yellowlegs: At least one of the 3 at NLB 2 Mar (JG) was likely also 
reported 26 Feb, which was record-early (see Winter Report). 

Willet: Best counts were 50+ near Niobrara (MB) and 49 in Seward Co (JGJ), both 
on 25 Apr. High spring counts are 125+. 

Lesser Yellowlegs: One at NLB 2 Mar (JG) was record-early by 5 days. 

Upland Sandpiper: Arrival was on time in mid- to late Apr, but one in Dixon Co 21 
Apr was “2 weeks earlier than last year” (JJ). 

Whimbrel: There were 3 of this rare spring migrant reported: singles at University 
L, Sioux Co, 24 Apr (HKH), easterly in Clay Co 13 May (PD), and in Dawson 
Co 18-20 May (TJW, DL). The Sioux Co sighting is only the 10th for Apr. 

Long-billed Curlew; Reports were routine for this uncommon western summer 
resident. 

Hudsonian Godwit: Rare westward, one was in Perkins Co 24 May (LE), only the 
13 th record for the western half of Nebraska. Rather early were 2 at BOL 11 
Apr (LE) and 6 in Dakota Co the same day (BFH). Earliest dates are 6-9 Apr. 

Marbled Godwit: Most move through central and western Nebraska, but more than 
usual were reported in the east, a total of around 60 at 7 locations (m. ob.). 
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Ruddy Turnstone; This was an average period for this rare spring migrant, with 10 
reported. Five were at HCR 12 May (KS), a single was at BOL 14-17 May 
(RSt, JC, SS, LE), and 4 were in Clay Co 16 May (JGJ). The tight migration 
period in mid-May is typical of this species, 

Sanderling; Reports were routine for this fairly common statewide spring migrant. 

Semipalmated Sandpiper: Reports were routine for this common to abundant 
statewide spring migrant. 

Western Sandpiper; Record early for this rare spring migrant was one in early molt 
into alternate plumage photographed at Sora WMA, Fillmore Co, 14-16 Mar 
(JGJ, PD). Two other reports were of one in Clay Co 23 Apr (PD, photo) and 
2 in Sarpy Co 11 May (CNK). 



This Western Sandpiper was in Fillmore Co on the record early date of 14 Mar 2012 (JGJ) and 
photographed there 16 Mar by Paul Dunbar. 


Least Sandpiper: One in Clay Co 16 Mar (PD) was rather early; early dates are 7, 9, 
and 13 Mar. 

White-rum ped Sandpiper: Rather early arrivals, all on 28 Apr, were one at BOL 
(LE) and 4 in Seward Co (LE). Early dates are 19, 23, and 24 Apr. 

Baird’s Sandpiper: Also rather early arrivals were 3 in Adams Co 13 Mar (PD), and 
6 in the RWB 14 Mar (PD). Early dates are 8 (twice) and 9 Mar. 

Pectoral Sandpiper: One in Washington Co 13 Mar (CNK) ties the 3rd-earliest date 
on record, followed closely by 5 in the RWB 14 Mar (JGJ) and one in Hall Co 
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19 Mar (RW). As expected, none of this easterly migrant were reported west 
of the RWB. 

Dunlin; One at LO 17 Mar (TJW) was likely the same bird that was there 9-31 Dec, 
only the 3rd winter record. Early arrival dates are 31 Mar (twice) and 2 Apr. 

Stilt Sandpiper: Only two were reported prior to 11 May, but one of these was 
record early in Clay Co on 30 Mar (PD, photo) and the other was on 17 Apr at 
LPB (JR). Previous earliest dates were 3-10 Apr. 

Buff-breasted Sandpiper: Three in Seward Co 25 Apr were the 3rd-eariiest on 
record for the RWB (JGJ). Early dates for Nebraska are 22 Apr and 23 Apr 
(twice), with a very early date of one photographed in the RWB 13 Apr 2006 
(JGJ). Rather late were 5-8 at LPB 24-25 May (JR, L&BP); late dates are 27 
May and 28 May (twice), although there are 3 dates in June. 

Short-billed Dowitcher: Most move through in mid-May; earlier and later records 
are few. This spring, all but one of the 12 reports were in the period 5-19 May 
(m. ob.) as expected, and one was rather early at Funk Lagoon, Phelps Co, 29 
Apr (JLL, KS). 

Long-billed Dowitcher: Arrival was early, continuing a recent trend for this species. 
There were only 4 records earlier than 16 Mar prior to this year, all 4 since 
2005. This spring there were reports of singles 14 Mar in the RWB (JGJ) and 
at NLB (TJW), followed closely by 6 in the RWB 16 Mar (PD) and 3 in Hall 
Co 18 Mar (RW). 

Wilson’s Snipe: Good numbers generally appear by late Mar, but 5 in the RWB 14 
Mar (JGJ) were early. Winnowing birds were reported from the northeast 
rather early: 3 in Wayne Co 23 Mar (WF) and 8 in northern Antelope Co 25 
Mar (MB). 

American Woodcock: Earliest arrivals appear at the end of Feb; 2-3 “peenting” in 
Dodge Co 3 Mar (TJW) were the first ones reported. One in northern 
Antelope Co 23 Apr (M B) was at the west edge of the range. 

Wilson’s Phalarope: Reports were routine for this common statewide spring 
migrant. 

Red-necked Phalarope; This species is a late migrant in spring, with most not 
arriving until mid-May. The reports fit this pattern, as all were in the narrow 
period 13-26 May (m. ob.). It is uncommon easterly and this spring 7 birds 
were reported: 1-2 at BOL 13-14 May (LE, JC, SS), 1-2 at L Wanahoo, 
Saunders Co, 13-15 May (JC, SS, CNK), 2 in Saline Co 16 May (JGJ), and 
one in Sarpy Co 17 May (L&BP). 

Bonaparte’s Gull; The 323 in Lancaster Co 11 Apr (LE) was the 3rd-highest spring 
tally on record; high is 792. 

Franklin’s Gull: The 3760 in Lancaster Co 19 Apr (LE) was a good count; spring 
high is 6000. Most of the 29 birds in a Boone Co field 14 Apr apparently 
were killed by a hailstorm that had just passed through (WF). 

Ring-billed Gull: Reports were routine for this abundant statewide spring migrant. 

California Gull: A winter-plumaged ad was at PL 12 Mar (LE), about the 15th 
spring record for the east. The only other reports were of an ad at LO 10 Mar 
(JGJ), likely a wintering bird, and a single in Scotts Bluff Co 24 Mar (KD). 

Herring Gull: Reports were routine for this common statewide spring migrant. 
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Thayer’s Gull: The only one making it into the spring period was an ad at LO 10 
and 17 Mar (JGJ, PD). Latest spring dates are 18, 19, 23 Apr. 

Lesser Black-backed Gull: The only report was of 4 on 10 Mar at LO, all 2nd and 
3rd-year birds (JGJ); this species is an uncommon regular spring migrant mid- 
Feb through late Apr. Of around 100 records of this species to date, only 3 are 
in summer (May through late Aug) and none in winter (early Jan through mid- 
Feb). 

Glaucous Gull: There were 3 reports: a juv was at LNB 2 Mar (TJW), one was at 
BOL 8 Mar (LE), and a first winter bird was at LO 10 and 17 Mar (JGJ, 
TJW). Latest spring dates are towards the end of Apr. 

Great Black-backed Gull: A near-adult at LO 17 Mar (TJW) was only the 9th 
spring report of this species. There are now about 30 records in all for this 
species in Nebraska. 

Least Tern: This species is an uncommon late spring arrival in Nebraska, mostly in 
the east. Earliest report this spring was of 12 on the Platte River near 
Columbus 16 May (LDi). 

Caspian Tern: Unusually good numbers were reported, including 20 at BOL 13 
May (LE), 2nd-highest spring count on record. High is 24, also at BOL. One 
at BOL 16 Apr (LE) was rather early; the only earlier dates are 
undocumented. 

Black Tern: Reports were routine for this common statewide spring migrant. 

Common Tern: Four at GPD 7 May (MB) were 4th-eariiest on record. The only 
other reports were of 2-4 in Lincoln Co 12 May (TJW) and one at BOL 13-14 
May (LE, RSt). This species is a mid-May to mid-Jun migrant. 

Forster’s Tern: Best count was a moderate 44 at BOL 18 Apr (JGJ); spring high is 
228. 

Rock Pigeon: Reports were routine for this common statewide resident. 

Eurasian Collared-Dove: This species is widespread but has generally avoided 
large cities; among the first such reports in mid-city were 2 in Lincoln 12 Mar 
(LE) and one in east-central Omaha 7 May (JR). 

White-winged Dove: Typical of recent springs were the 4 reports; rather early were 
one in Red Willow Co 24 Mar (MJ, BFo, fide MB; photo) and 2 in 
Gothenburg 28 Mar (TJW). Kearney, where this species has nested, hosted 2- 
3 in the same area 6-10 May (WF, LR, RH), and one was in Sarpy Co 23 May 
(PS). 

Mourning Dove: Five in Custer Co 2 Mar (JJ) were rather early; wintering is rare in 
this part of the state. 

Yellow-billed Cuckoo: Reports were routine for this common statewide summer 
resident. 

Black-billed Cuckoo; The only report of this uncommon summer resident was of 
one at ICSP 28 May (WRS). 

Barn Owl: This species is uncommon north and westward; one in Custer Co 19 Apr 
(TH) was a good sighting there. Nesting sites for this species can be risky; a 
nest with 6-7 eggs in a canyon wall in Frontier Co observed on 28 Apr was 
destroyed by the wall collapsing after a rain the next day (SA), and 7 two- 
week-old chicks were removed from a grain bin in Platte Co 22 May so that 
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the bin could be emptied (LDi). A nest site south of Gering that had been 
active for a few years was not occupied this year (AK). 

Eastern Screech-Owl: An ad with 4 chicks was at LNB 27 May (D&JP), about 
normal timing. The observer’s Dixon Co yard has hosted breeding birds 
previously, and one wintering in a Wood Duck box there might have been one 
of the breeders, although it departed 5 Mar (JJ). 

Great Horned Owl: Reports were routine for this common statewide resident. 

Snowy Owl: Most of the large numbers of Snowy Owls that appear during the major 
invasions do not survive very late into spring. This spring 4 were reported in 
Mar, the last one in Knox Co 21 Mar (MB). There are only 4 records for Apr, 
latest 30 Apr, and so a major surprise was one that survived in Keith Co until 
29 May; it was captured for rehabilitation but died (fide JLL, JGJ; photo). 

Burrowing Owl: Reports were routine for this fairly common westerly summer 
resident. 

Barred Owl: A nest box in Douglas Co had 3 eggs on 23 Mar (DSt). One in 
Jefferson Co 7 May (WF) was in the western part of the Nebraska range. 

Long-eared Owl: There are nesting records for most of the state, although this 
species probably nests far more often than the reports suggest. A pair at 
Buckskin Hills WMA, Dixon Co, 24 Mar had one downy young 12 May, seen 
again with the ads 24 May (BFH). One in Polk Co 23 May (MN) was likely a 
breeding bird, given the late date. 

Short-eared Owl: One in Lincoln Co 15 Apr (MS, JJ) may have been nesting; egg 
dates are in Apr-May. Few others were reported, 7 in all through 12 Mar (LE, 
WF, TH, JT, PD). 

Northern Saw-whet Owl: Intriguing were 2 calling birds in Knox and Antelope Cos 
23 Mar (MB); there have been previous reports of calling birds from these 
areas as late as 7 Apr (2004; MB), as well as a road-killed bird 25 May (2002; 
MB). 

Common Nighthawk: Reports were routine for this common statewide summer 
resident. 

Common Poorwill: The summer range extends eastward in rocky areas; 1-3 were at 
Rock Glen WMA, Jefferson Co, 7-24 May (WF, LE). There are two previous 
nesting records from this general area, one each in Lancaster and Jefferson 
Cos. It is common in the Kansas Flint Hills, which terminate to the southeast 
of Jefferson Co, Nebraska. 

Chuck-wilTs-widow: This species is proving to be fairly common in recent years 
westward in southern Nebraska; 1-2 were at Rock Glen WMA, Jefferson Co, 

7 and 24 May (WF, LE). Its northern outpost, Bohemia Prairie WMA, Knox 
Co, hosted one 17 May (LE), and a new Knox Co site was found along the 
south shore of Lewis & Clark L, where one was heard 7 May (MB). One was 
at a regular site, Oak Glen WMA, Seward Co, 12 May (LE). One at ICSP 27 
Apr (JR) was 2nd-earliest on record. 

Eastern Whip-poor-will: Three in northern Antelope Co were rather early that far 
north 23 Apr (MB); earliest dates for the state are 15 Apr and 18 Apr (twice). 
At the western edge of the range were one at Rock Glen WMA, Jefferson Co, 

8 May (WF) and 1-3 at Oak Glen WMA, Seward Co, 12 May (LE). Sightings 
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continue in Knox Co, where singles were reported 7 and 17 May at different 
locations (MB). 

Chimney Swift: Two at Brady 14 Apr (TJW) were early that far west, where arrival 
is significantly later than in the east. 

White-throated Swift: At the eastern edge of the Pine Ridge range were 2 north of 
Hay Springs in Sheridan Co 21 May (LE), one of fewer than 5 records for that 
county. 



Nebraska’s first Black-chinned Hummingbird was present in a Scottsbluff 
greenhouse 7-8 May 2012. Photographed by Marie Smith on 7 May. 
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Ruby-throated Hummingbird: First arrival reported was an eager male in Douglas 
Co 21 Apr (DSt); earliest dates are 6, 8, 9 Apr. Migrants occur into early Jun. 
Reports from the west are increasing; an ad male was carefully studied and 
determined to be this species (rather than Black-chinned) in a Mitchell yard 29 
May (KD). One was on a nest in Dodge Co 21 and 24 May (GR, D&JP). 
Incubation begins mostly in mid-May. 

Black-chinned Hummingbird: Nebraska’s first record was provided by one 
photographed by Marie Smith in a Scottsbluff greenhouse 7 May and present 
the next day also (KD). This species is currently expanding its breeding range 
rapidly north and east in the Great Plains, nesting in western Kansas in 2011 
within about 100 miles of Nebraska. 

Belted Kingfisher: Reports were routine for this fairly common statewide resident. 

Lewis’s Woodpecker: None were reported; this is an uncommon spring migrant in 
the west. 

Red-headed Woodpecker: Two at Dannebrog 6 Mar (WF) were early at that 
location; they may have wintered nearby. 

Red-bellied Woodpecker: A few birds have established along the North Platte River 
in Morrill and Scotts Bluff Cos in recent years; a pair was in Bridgeport 19 
Mar (LJH). 

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker: Reports were routine for this uncommon eastern spring 
migrant. 

Red-naped Sapsucker: Only the 3rd record for spring was one at WSR 19 Apr 
(HKH), the 2nd from that location. The other report was from Sowbelly 
Canyon. This is a rare migrant through the western Panhandle. 

Downy Woodpecker: Reports were routine for this common statewide resident. 

Hairy Woodpecker; Reports were routine for this fairly common statewide resident. 

Northern Flicker: Reports were routine for this common statewide resident. 

Pileated Woodpecker; Most reports were from traditional locations at FF and ICSP; 
best counts were 3-4 at FF 17 Mar (JR), 3 there 2 Apr (CNK), and 2 at ICSP 
28 May (WRS). The 3rd report from Otoe and Cass Cos was of one heard in 
northwest Nebraska City 25 Mar (MB), and sightings in extreme southeast 
Washington Co 8 Apr (GR) and 9 May (MJR) were the 2nd and 3rd for that 
county. 

American Kestrel: Reports were routine for this common statewide spring migrant. 

Merlin: Rather late away from the summer range was one in Thomas Co 19 May 
(D&JP). Last spring dates are in late May. 

Peregrine Falcon: Eggs were laid in Lincoln at the State Capitol building site by 26 
Mar (JGJ). Rather late migrants were in Perkins Co 24 May (LE) and 
Antelope Co 27 May (LR, RH). 

Prairie Falcon: Southeasterly, where rare, was one in Lancaster Co 24 Apr (JC, SS). 

Olive-sided Flycatcher: Reports were routine for this uncommon, mostly eastern, 
migrant. 

Western Wood-Pewee: Reports were routine for this fairly common western 
summer resident. 

Eastern Wood-Pewee: Arrival was rather early, with 2 at FF 3 May (JR), and one at 
WP 7 May (LE). Earliest dates are in late Apr. 
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Yellow-bellied Flycatcher: The 5 reports of this rare migrant were from WGP, but 
probably involved at most 3 individuals: one was there 21 May (JC, SS) and 
1-2 were there 24 May (JR, JWH, L&BP, ME). 

Acadian Flycatcher: This species is increasing as a summer resident at the 
northwest edge of its North American range in southeast Nebraska. At ICSP 8 
were found 26 May and 12 on 28 May (WRS). There were several reports 
from FF beginning rather early 4 May (L&BP, m.ob.), probably of 2 birds at 
most, and likely last year’s lone bird returned to WP, seen there 19 and 28 
May (JC, SS, LE). 

Alder Flycatcher; Reports were numerous, including the 3rd-earliest on record at 
FF 7 May (CNK) and a good count of 6 in Platte Co 26 May (TJW). Most 
reports were during the last 10 days of May. Westerly was one at Acadia 
Dam, Custer Co, 20 May (WF, D&JP). 

Willow Flycatcher: Reports were routine for this fairly common spring migrant. 

Least Flycatcher: One at ICSP 28 Apr (JR) was rather early; early dates are 22, 23, 
24 Apr. 

Cordilleran Flycatcher; One of few records from the eastern edge of the summer 
range in northern Sheridan Co was one along Beaver Creek 21 May (LE). 
The only other report was from a traditional site, Sowbelly Canyon, Sioux Co, 
22 May (LE). There are very few reports of spring migrants away from 
known breeding areas. 

Empidonax sp.; The 70 Empidonax flycatchers at LNB 26 May (TJW) must have 
been bewildering. 

Eastern Phoebe: One at Jack Sinn 8 Mar (LE) was 3rd-earliest on record, and one in 
Lincoln Co 13 Mar (LD) was early at that westerly location. An amazing tally 
was the 50 in Knox Co at various locations 31 Mar (MB, EBr). 

Say’s Phoebe: Reports were routine for this common western summer resident. 

Great Crested Flycatcher; One in Lincoln Co 2 May (TJW) was early that far west. 
Arrival in the west is about 10 days later than in the east. 

Cassin’s Kingbird: Reports were routine for this fairly common western summer 
resident. 

Western Kingbird; Reports were routine for this common statewide spring migrant 
and summer resident. 

Eastern Kingbird: One in Lancaster Co 5 Apr (JJ) was rather early; nearly dates are 
2 Apr (3 times). 

Scissor-tailed Flycatcher: Reports continue to increase for this species; there were 6 
reported, all singles. Earliest on record was one in Gage Co 14 Apr (J&BB), 
and one in Kearney 18-25 Apr (LR, RH) was also early. Others were in 
Fillmore and Clay Cos 5 May (JGJ), Dodge Co 10 May (D&JP), a northerly 
record, and Nuckolls Co 29 May (fide TJW). 

Loggerhead Shrike: Concern was expressed (JGJ, WM) regarding declining 
numbers of this species, which resulted in a large number of reports involving 
42 birds (m. ob.). While this number itself is somewhat meaningless, 
significant was the report of only one shrike in a 2430-mile statewide trip 17- 
24 May (LE), as well the informed comment that “there has been a pretty 
dramatic drop in population” between the first and current atlas projects 
(WM). 
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Northern Shrike: The only report in the period was of one in Merrick Co 11 Mar 
(LR, RH); latest spring dates are in early May. 

White-eyed Vireo: There were two reports of this rare spring visitor, about normal 
for recent years: singles were in Omaha 30 Apr (JT) and at BOL 13 May (LE). 

Bellas Vireo: Reports were routine for this fairly common summer resident. 

Yellow-throated Vireo: Westerly was one in Loup Co 19 May (DH). 

Plumbeous Vireo: This species probably breeds at Chadron SP, but evidence is 
minimal; a single there 21 May (LE) may have been a migrant. 

Blue-headed Vireo: Reports were routine for this fairly common eastern spring 
migrant. 

Warbling Vireo: Rather early was one at FF 19 Apr (L&BP) followed the next day 
by 3 there (JR). Earliest dates are 14, 16, 18 Apr. Arrival is generally later in 
the west, possibly as a different subspecies (or species!) occurs there; first 
reported were singles 7 May in Scotts Bluff Co (KD) and at Bridgeport (LJH). 

Philadelphia Vireo: Reports of this species are increasing; there were 13 reported, 
all in the Omaha area, 5 May (JR) through 26 May (JR, L&BP, RS, EBe). 
The 4 high spring counts (4-6 birds) are all from 2008 to 2012. 

Red-eyed Vireo: The 35 at FF 3 May (JR) was a good count; high for spring is 49. 

Pinyon Jay: None were reported; this is an uncommon and, in spring, secretive 
species of the western pines. 

Blue Jay: There is a strong migratory movement of this species through Nebraska 
both in spring and fall, but perhaps not as conspicuous in spring. A migrating 
flock of 50 was seen in Butler Co 21 Apr (LE). 

Black-billed Magpie: Encouraging was the presence of one in Lincoln Co 24 Mar, 
the “first for 10 years” (TJW). Easterly reports were of 2 in Stanton Co 18 
Apr (WF), 2 in Cuming Co the same day (WF), and one in northern Kearney 
Co that had been present for a few months (LR, RH). 

American Crow: Reports were routine for this common spring migrant and summer 
resident. 

Horned Lark: Reports were routine for this common spring migrant and summer 
resident. 

Purple Martin: Males arrived on time, first reports 28 Mar in Dawson Co (TJW) 
and Nebraska City (LF), and the first female reported was in Otoe Co only 3 
days later (WRS), rather early. 

Tree Swallow; Third- and 4th-earliest on record were one at PL 12 Mar (LE) and 2 
at FF 14 Mar (L&BP). Previous earliest dates were 15, 17, 18 Mar. 

Violet-Green Swallow: Reports were routine for this rare spring migrant and 
uncommon Panhandle summer resident. 

Northern Rough-winged Swallow: Rather early were 5 at Holmes L, Lincoln, 3 
Apr (LE) and 2 at WP 8 Apr (DL). Earliest dates are 30 Mar, 1, 2 Apr. 

Bank Swallow: Reports were routine for this common summer resident. 

Cliff Swallow: Five in Webster Co 8 Apr (LR, RH) were rather early; earliest dates 
are 4, 5, 6 Apr. 

Barn Swallow: Reports were routine for this common spring migrant and summer 
resident. 

Black-capped Chickadee: A nest in an Omaha yard was followed closely; there 
were 7 eggs as early as 31 Mar, 2 chicks 11 Apr, young fledged 1 May, and 
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the ads and 2 young at a feeder 10 May (RM). A nest-box in Washington Co 
had eggs 22 Apr (MJR), ads with 4 young were in Seward Co 12 May (JG), 
and 4 young were fledged from a nest at ADF 20-26 May (LF). 

Tufted Titmouse: Reports were routine for this common eastern resident. 

Red-breasted Nuthatch: Although breeding has not been proven at Forest Lawn 
Cem, Omaha, it has been suspected in recent years. A single bird there 7 Apr 
was “acting like setting up a nest” (JR). Overall numbers reported this spring 
were about average. 

White-breasted Nuthatch: Reports were routine for this common resident. 

Pygmy Nuthatch: Reports were routine for this common Panhandle resident. 

Brown Creeper: Reports were routine for this fairly common winter visitor and 
locally rare summer resident. 

Rock Wren: Reports were routine for this common western summer resident. 

House Wren: Two at WP 2 Apr (RSt, EB) were 2nd-earliest on record by one day. 
Next reported was in Omaha 18 Apr (JWH); early dates are 5 Apr (twice) and 
7 Apr. Arrival is about a week later in the west. 

Winter Wren: Reports were routine for this uncommon spring migrant. 

Sedge Wren: One in Butler Co 20 Apr (WF) was rather early; early dates are 18 Apr 
and 20 Apr (twice). One in Blaine Co 19 May (D&JP) was a rare report that 
far west. 

Marsh Wren; Two in northern Antelope Co 25 Mar (MB) were either very early 
migrants or had wintered nearby; early spring migration dates are 10 Apr 
(twice) and 11 Apr. This species does winter on occasion in unexpected 
locations, 

Carolina Wren: Reports from places where occurrence has been spotty recently 
were of one singing at PSP 24-25 Mar (BFH) and 1-2 at WP 25 Mar-2 Apr 
(TG, LE, RSt, EB). 

Blue-gray Gnatcatcher: This species occupies most of the state now, except for the 
north-central. Among continuing reports from the northwest was one rather 
early at WSR 19 Apr (HKH). A county first for the observer was one in 
Lincoln Co 25 Apr (TJW). 

Golden-crowned Kinglet: Numbers were low; active observers in Bellevue had 
none for the period (L&BP) and few others were reported. This is usually a 
fairly common migrant mid-Mar through early May. 

Ruby-crowned Kinglet: Reports were routine for this common statewide spring 
migrant, less common westerly. 

Eastern Bluebird: Rather early for the westerly location was one in Arthur Co 10 
Mar (JGJ). Rather early was a nest box with 4 newly-hatched young in 
Douglas Co 22 Apr (JM), and 50 young had fledged from nest boxes at ADF 
by 31 May (LF). 

Mountain Bluebird; Reports were routine for this fairly common western summer 
resident. 

Townsend’s Solitaire: Tying the latest easterly date on record was one in Antelope 
Co 28 May (LR, RH). Most depart the east by early Apr. 

Veery: There were 3 reports of this rare spring migrant, both from the east, and 
about as expected: singles were at FF 7 May (CNK, RSt) and 12 May (JR, 
fide CNK), and at PSP 28 May (MB). 
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Gray-cheeked Thrush; This was a good spring for reports of this uncommon 
eastern migrant, with about 14 reports involving 20 individuals 4 May (RS) 
through 15 May (JJ, m. ob.). The 4 at FF 9 May (JR) was a good tally. 

Swainson’s Thrush: One at FF 20 Apr (RS) was rather early; early dates in the east 
are 16, 18, 19 Apr. Migration continues through the period, with last dates in 
Jun. The 85 at FF 9 May (JR) was a good count, although high spring counts 
are over 100. 

Hermit Thrush: Five were reported from the east 17 Mar (JR) through 9 Apr (JC, 
SS, KM, LE), fewer than usual. 

Wood Thrush: Early arrival dates are 20 Apr and 23 Apr (twice), and so 1-2 at ICSP 
28 Apr (JR, JJ) and one as far north as Knox Co 29 Apr (MB) were rather 
early. One at Bowman L SRA, Sherman Co, 18-26 May (WF, LR, RFI) was 
westerly; there are few spring reports this far west and only 5 in all for the 
Panhandle. The 13 at FF 12 May (JR) tied the 3rd-highest spring count; high 
is 17. 

American Robin: Reports were routine for this common spring migrant and summer 
resident. 

Gray Catbird: One in Alma 28 Mar (G&WH) probably wintered nearby; migrants 
arrive in Apr. 

Brown Thrasher: First reported in the east was one at ADF 4 Apr (LF); early dates 
are 2 Apr (twice) and 3 Apr. One in Scotts Bluff Co 30 Apr (KD) was early 
there; early dates for the west are 19, 21, 24 Apr. 

European Starling: Reports were routine for this abundant spring migrant and 
common summer resident. 

American Pipit; Reports were routine for this common spring migrant. 

Sprague’s Pipit; Six birds spaced out over a half-mile of wheat stubble in Deuel Co 
23 May were well-studied (LE, details). This is a rather late date for this 
species; there are few reports from the west, but they are also in mid-May. 

Cedar Waxwing: Generally a late but unpredictable nester, one was gathering nest 
material in Platte Co 25 May (MN). Flocks of migrants can occur well into 
May. 

Lapland Longspur; Largest counts are made in spring as flocks of migrants 
coalesce. Some 10,000 flew over Dixon Co 3 Mar (BFH), tying the high 
spring count. 

Chestnut-collared Longspur: A surprise was one photographed at Funk Lagoon, 
Phelps Co, rather early 18 Mar (CNK, EK photo); early dates are 12, 14, 15 
Mar. Migrants can occur well into the east in small numbers, usually revealed 
along roadsides after blizzards. One in Keya Paha Co 18 May (LE) continues 
reports from the breeding range in north-central Nebraska. 

McCown’s Longspur: Reports were routine for this fairly common western 
Panhandle migrant and summer resident. 

Snow Bunting: None were reported; last dates are in early Mar. 

Ovenbird: Early dates are 22, 23, 24 Apr, and so rather early on 25 Apr were one in 
Ogallala (JO) and 2 at FF (B&LP). The 14 at FF 9 May (JR) tied 3rd-highest, 
although the 2 high counts are 58 and 44. 
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Worm-eating Warbler; None have been reported in recent years despite the 50 or 
so spring records in all. A “very brief glimpse” of a bird that fit this species at 
WGP 26 May was described as “possible” by the observer (JR). 

Louisiana Waterthrush; The reports were from 3 well-known locations, and one 
more unusual: PSP, where one was carrying nest material 5 May (BFH), a pair 
was present 12 May (BFH), and at least one was there 26 and 29 May (MB). 
This appears to be the first nesting record north of Washington Co. Nesting 
continues at PRSP, where 5 territories were identified (JC, SS), and small 
numbers were at ICSP and FF (m. ob.). 

Northern Waterthrush: Numbers were lower than usual, with no reports of more 
than one bird. One at FF 19 Apr (L&BP) was 2nd-earliest on record by 2 
days, and one in Platte Co 26 May (TJW) was rather late. Late dates are 27, 
28,29 May. 

Waterthrush sp.: Although unidentified to species, a waterthrush in Wheeler Co 28 
Apr (WF) was a good sighting for either speeies. Louisiana arrives early, but 
is rare west of the Missouri Valley, and the date is rather early for Northern. 

Golden-winged Warbler: There were 4 reports, all of singles at FF 4-15 May (RS, 
JR, PS), and about normal for this rare spring migrant. 

Blue-winged Warbler; The only report was of 2 near Niobrara 18 May (LE), 
significant in that singing birds were not far away near Verdigre in 2002 and 
2003 and in Keya Paha Co in 1999 and 2000. No breeding was noted in any 
of these locations, however. 

Black-and-white Warbler: Reports were routine for this fairly common statewide 
spring migrant. 

Prothonotary Warbler: FF is the northern edge of the breeding range along the 
Missouri River, so 4 reports of singles there 3-12 May (JR, RS, RSt) were 
expected. However, one heard at Hormel Park, Dodge Co, 27 May (LE) was 
a bit northerly. 

Tennessee Warbler: Some observers reported lower numbers than usual, although 
100+ were at FF 9 May (JR), 2nd-highest spring count on record, and 30-35 
were there 3-5 May (JR). Other than these counts, however, only about 40 
were reported in all, west to Howard Co, 28 Apr-29 May (m. ob.). 

Orange-crowned Warbler: One in Douglas Co 1 Apr (JJ) was record early by one 
day. Numbers were low for this species; fewer than 35 were reported (m. ob.) 
and best count was only 7, at ICSP 28 Apr (JR). 

Nashville Warbler: One at WGP 31 May (JR) tied the 4th-latest spring date. The 
20 at FF 9 May (JR) was 2nd-highest spring count on record; high is 54. 

Connecticut Warbler: This year’s token single spring sighting was in Platte Co, a 
well-studied fern 26 May (TJW). 

MacGillivray’s Warbler: None were reported; this is an uncommon Panhandle 
spring migrant. 

Mourning Warbler: The 8 individuals reported passed through the east in timely 
fashion 17-31 May (RS, JR, TJW, JGJ, L&BP), the last a surprise in a mid¬ 
town Lincoln yard (JGJ). 

Kentucky Warbler: This species continues to increase in numbers and range, 
generally occupying the same places as Louisiana Waterthrush: wetter parts of 
upland forest of the Missouri and lower Platte River valleys. Thus, most 
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reports were from ICSP, PRSP, and FF (m. ob.)- Unexpected but not 
unprecedented was one at PSP 30 May (MB). A good find was a nest with 4 
chicks at PRSP 28 May (JC, SS); there are 6 documented nesting records. 
Two at ICSP 28 Apr (JR, JJ) provided the 2nd-earUest date on record by 4 
days. 

Common Yellowthroat: Reports were routine for this common spring migrant and 
summer resident. 

Hooded Warbler: Only one was reported, about as expected for this rare but annual 
spring visitor, at FF 3 May (JR). 

American Redstart; This species appeared in record-breaking numbers this spring; 
65 were at FF 3 May (JR) and 40 were at LNB 26 May (TJW), Previous high 
counts were 46, 32, and 30. 

Cerulean Warbler: Most years a few singing males are detected, but ferns are 
rarely reported. Thus significant was the pair in Child’s Hollow, FF, 5 May 
(RS); in addition, a male was on Oak Trail 9 May (JR), and possibly another 
bird was on Hickory Trail 13 May (NR fide EBe). Reports at FF began 4 May 
(L&BP) and at least one bird was still present 26 May (L&BP, m. ob.). The 
only other report was of a male singing at ICSP 26 May (WRS, JG J). 

Northern Parula: The 16 at ICSP 28 Apr (JR) was a good count; high is “20-25”. 
WP hosted 1-2 from 29 Apr through 28 May (MUs), and 6 were at PSP 10 
May (RM). One was gathering nest material in southeastern Washington Co 
21 May (CNK). None were reported west of Lancaster Co. 

Magnolia Warbler: Only about 10 were reported, all 6-26 May in the southeast (m. 
ob.). 

Bay-breasted Warbler: This is a rare migrant in spring, with few records, but there 
were 3 reported this spring. Males were in southern Dixon Co 5 May (JJ), at 
FF 18 May (JR), and in Blair 28 May (GJ fide JGJ). 

Blackburnian Warbler: Around 14 were reported 4-26 May (m. ob.) which is about 
average, all in the southeast. 

Yellow Warbler: Reports were routine for this common spring migrant and summer 
resident. 

Chestnut-sided Warbler: There were more reports than usual, but mostly of 
singles; about 22 individuals were reported 6-26 May (m. ob.). Spring of 
2008 yielded 45. 

Blackpoll Warbler; This species is common in spring, rare in fall, the reverse of 
Bay-breasted Warbler. Numbers bore this out: 60 were at FF 9 May (JR), 
almost doubling the previous high, and 13 were at WGP 13 May (JWH). In 
all, at least 176 were reported. 

Black-throated Blue Warbler; Most years there is at least one report of this rare 
statewide spring migrant; more are reported in fall. This year a male was 
photographed in an Ogallala yard 16 May (JO), only the 15th spring record. 

Palm Warbler; This is a relatively early spring migrant; about 18 were reported 28 
Apr-11 May (m. ob.), including 3 at Chaleo Hills, Sarpy Co, 28 Apr (JWH). 
Most Nebraska migrants are of the western subspecies Setophaga palmarum 
palmarum; singles identified as this subspecies were at Towl Park, Omaha, 7 
May (JR) and in Clay Co 7 May (WF). 
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Pine Warbler: A rather cold-tolerant species, one was in expected habitat in a pine 
grove at Arbor Lodge SHP, Nebraska City, 2 Apr (JC, SS) and 21 Apr (LE). 
This is a rare visitor; this report is only the 27th for spring. 

Yellow-rumped (Audubon^s) Warbler: The only report was of 2 males near North 
Platte 1 Mar (TJW, details), an unprecedentedly early date. The earliest 
spring date for Nebraska is 12 Apr and there are no winter reports for this 
subspecies. 

Yellow-rumped (Myrtle) Warbler: Numbers were lower than usual, although there 
were 60 at ICSP 28 Apr (JR). Sightings were 11 Mar-13 May (m. ob.), within 
the expected period. Ferns migrate later than males; 20 ferns and no males 
were at WGP 7 May (L&BP). 

Yellow-throated Warbler: First arrival was reported at FF 2 Apr (L&BP), 2nd- 
earliest on record by one day. Most do not arrive until 10-11 Apr. 

Prairie Warbler: One was heard in FF 13 May (EBe). While likely a correct 
identification, Field Sparrows along the Missouri River sound uncannily like 
Prairie Warblers. 

Black-throated Green Warbler; A fern at WGP 31 May (JR) was 5th-latest spring 
date on record. Numbers were about normal, with about 15 reported 3-31 
May (m. ob.). 

Canada Warbler: This is usually a late spring migrant, but one was heard singing at 
FF 3 May (JR), 2nd-earliest date on record. The other reports were of 1 -3 at 
WGP 20-24 May (m. ob.). The 3 at WGP 20 May (RS) tied the high spring 
count. 

Wilson’s Warbler; Only about 12 were reported, fewer than usual, 5-24 May (m. 
ob.). 

Yellow-breasted Chat: Signs that this species may be occupying parts of eastern 
Nebraska that have been deserted in recent years included the observers’ first 
at their Dodge Co farm on 24 May (D&JP), 3 in Knox Co 5 May (MB) and 
one in Antelope Co 28 May (LR, RH). Southeast Nebraska was earlier 
occupied by the eastern subspecies, but the sightings this spring are likely the 
western subspecies expanding eastward. There are specimens of the western 
subspecies from Adams and Clay Cos. 

Green-tailed Towhee; None were reported; this is a regular but rare spring migrant 
in the Panhandle. 

Spotted Towhee: Two in Hall Co 25 Mar (JWH) were rather early; arrival dates in 
central Nebraska are 22, 23, 25 Mar. Farther west, one was about on time in 
Lincoln Co 12 Apr (LD), and first in the Panhandle was in Scotts Bluff Co 22 
Apr (KD). Last to leave the southeast was a phenotypic fern in Seward Co 12 
May (JG); it may have been resident there, however (see Eastern Towhee). 

Eastern Towhee; Two in Lancaster Co 29 Mar (TG) were rather early, as was one in 
Omaha 31 Mar (JR). Early dates when not wintering are 29 Mar and 31 Mar 
(twice). Both Eastern and Western song types were heard in Seward Co 12 
May (JG) and Wheeler Co 28 Apr (LR, RH); at both locations both 
phenotypes were observed. Most of Nebraska, except for the southeast and 
the Panhandle, has a similar mix. 

Cassin’s Sparrow; The two reports of this locally-distributed western species were 
from the eastern edge of the summer range. One was in Chase Co 24 May 
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(LE) and another returned to the same spot as last year in Keith Co near 
Paxton 29 May (TJW). 

American Tree Sparrow: Reports were routine for this common statewide winter 
visitor. 

Chipping Sparrow: Earliest dates for spring arrival are 22 Mar (twice) 23 Mar, and 
there are almost no records between 15 Feb and these dates. Thus surprising 
were 4 early reports: 3 Mar at Fairmont (JRi), 7 Mar at Dakota City Cem (JR), 
one singing near Kenesaw 18 Mar (LR, RH), and one at Nebraska City 18 
Mar (LF). The mild winter may have allowed these birds to winter in or near 
southern Nebraska. 

Clay-colored Sparrow: One in Kearney Co 28 Mar (WF) was earliest on record by 
2 days. Also rather early was one in Seward Co 10 Apr (PD). Early dates are 
in the first week of Apr. 

Brewer’s Sparrow; Reports were routine for this uncommon inhabitant of 
Panhandle sage. 

Field Sparrow; Arrival was early, as with Chipping Sparrow. One was at Chaleo 
Hills, Sarpy Co, 10 Mar (CH) and 2 were there 18 Mar (JWH); 2 were in 
Kearney Co 20 Mar (RW). Previous early dates were 20, 20, 22 Mar. 

Vesper Sparrow: Reports were routine for this common statewide spring migrant. 

Lark Sparrow: Reports were routine for this common statewide spring migrant. 

Lark Bunting; One in Franklin Co 12 May (KS) was easterly. The 305 in southwest 
Kimball Co 23 May (LE) was 2nd-highest on record for spring. 

Savannah Sparrow; Two arrived early; one at BOL 8 May probably wintered, as it 
was seen in the same place earlier (LE). One in Webster Co 4 Mar (WF) 
probably wintered also, as the mild winter of 2011-2012 had a few winter 
reports. Early dates for migrants are 9, 10, 11 Mar. One in Burt Co 21 May 
(CNK) was rather late; late dates are 25, 26, 29 May. 

Grasshopper Sparrow; Reports were routine for this common spring migrant and 
summer resident. 

Henslow’s Sparrow: The 3 reports were from public access CRP grassland in the 
southeast; 6 were in Johnson Co and one was in Gage Co 24-25 Apr (JW), 
rather early dates, and 10 were in Johnson Co 28 May (JW). 

Le Conte’s Sparrow; Reports were routine for this uncommon eastern spring 
migrant. 

Nelson’s Sparrow: None were reported; this is an uncommon late spring migrant in 
the east. 

Fox Sparrow: This species migrates mostly through the east; one was westerly at 
Calamus Res 21 Mar (RW). 

Song Sparrow: First singing birds were in Hamilton Co 11 Mar (LR, RH) and at FF 
14 Mar (L&BP). Food-carrying was observed at FF 7 May (CNK) and 16 
May (RS), and in Seward Co 12 May (JG). Least numerous as a breeding bird 
in southwest Nebraska, singles were in Gosper and Furnas Cos 30 May (WF). 

Lincoln’s Sparrow: Numbers were lower than usual; best count was only 9, at ADF 
28 Apr (LF). High is 44. 

Swamp Sparrow: One at FF 18 Mar (RW) was rather early, although it likely 
wintered there. A correction; one at ADF 26 Mar 2011 was attributed to 
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observer Larry Einemann (LE), but should have been attributed to Larry Falk 
(LF). 

White-throated Sparrow: A few winter in the southeast most years; 3 at ADF 23 
Mar (LF) were likely in this category, although early dates are in mid-Mar. 
The remaining reports were 8 Apr-7 May (m. ob.), with a rather late sighting 
29 May in Otoe Co (LF). Late dates are 31 May, 2 Jun (twice). 

Harris’s Sparrow; The 121 in a Dixon Co yard 2 May (JJ) was a good yard count; 
highs for spring are 200+. 

White-crowned Sparrow: Reports were routine for this common statewide spring 
migrant. 

Dark-eyed (White-winged) Junco; None were reported; this is a rare spring migrant 
in the Panhandle. 

Dark-eyed (Slate-colored) Junco: Latest was one in Washington Co 2 May (fide 
JT); late dates are 2, 4, 5 Jun. A “Cassiar” Junco, subspecies Junco hyemalis 
cismontanus, was at Grand Island 19 Mar (RW); there are fewer than 10 
records of this form of Slate-colored Junco. 

Dark-eyed (Oregon) Junco: Reports were routine for this common winter visitor in 
the west, uncommon in the east. 

Summer Tanager: In the last 5-10 years this species has expanded into the same 
forest tracts inhabited by Louisiana Waterthrush and Kentucky Warbler, most 
reports coming from ICSP, FF, and PRSP. Outliers have become more 
numerous as the range expands northward. This spring one was at PSP 29 
May (MB, JJ), 2 were in Plattsmouth 12 May (KSc), 2 at WP 5 May (MUs), 
not unexpected locations, but farther afield were 2 in Cheyenne Co 17 May 
(AS), only the 11th Panhandle record, and an ad male in Custer Co 19 May 
(MB, TJW). Best counts were moderate: 7 at FF 3 May (JR) and 6 at ICSP 28 
May (WRS); high counts are 11-18. 

Scarlet Tanager: Two at ICSP 28 Apr (JR, JJ) were rather early; early dates are 25, 
26 (twice) Apr. For the location, one in Knox Co 29 Apr (MB) was early 
also; the earliest South Dakota date is 3 May. The 8 at FF 15 May (JR) ties 
2nd-highest for spring; high is 9. 

Western Tanager: Reports were routine for this uncommon Panhandle spring 
migrant. 

Northern Cardinal: The small populations scattered along the North Platte Valley 
continue; 2 pairs were at Bridgeport 19 Mar (LJH). Unexpected was one in 
Monroe Canyon, Sioux Co, 31 May (BFH), one of fewer than 20 Pine Ridge 
records. 

Rose-breasted Grosbeak: The 80 at FF 3 May (JR) was a record spring count, and 
would include migrants; the 31 at ICSP 28 May (WRS) was an indication of 
the density of this species as a breeder. This species occurs every year in the 
Panhandle, but is rare there; one was in Scotts Bluff Co 11 May (AK). 
Hybrids of various degrees with Black-headed Grosbeak are common, 
especially in central Nebraska; singles were photographed at FF 4 May (PS), 
Sherman Co 18 May (WF), and in Lincoln Co 5 May (VC). 

Black-headed Grosbeak: Reports were routine for this common summer resident of 
the western half of the state. 
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Blue Grosbeak: Reports were routine for this uncommon statewide summer 
resident. 

Lazuli Bunting: An ad male was at FF 12 May (JR, fide CNK); in recent years this 
species has become an annual spring migrant in the east, albeit in low 
numbers. 

Indigo Bunting: One in Nemaha Co 19 Apr (LF) was 2nd-earliest on record. The 
35 at FF 3 May (JR) was an excellent count; high for spring is 45. 

Dickcissel: Rather early for the Panhandle were singles in Box Butte Co 25 May 
(WF) and Morrill Co 27 May (WF). 

Bobolink: Reports were routine for this common statewide summer resident. 

Red-winged Blackbird: Reports were routine for this abundant statewide spring 
migrant and common statewide summer resident. 

Eastern Meadowlark: Eight near North Platte 21 Mar (TJW) were rather early 
there, although there are a few westerly early and mid-Mar dates. One was 
singing in Lancaster Co 1 Mar (JC, SS), rather early, although first songs are 
heard in mid-Feb. 

Western Meadowlark: Reports were routine for this common statewide summer 
resident. 

Yellow-headed Blackbird: One in Antelope Co 25 Mar (MB) was early for the 
location; early dates are in late Feb, and most migration is in Apr. 

Rusty Blackbird: The 4 reports, involving only 5 birds, were all fi'om the east as 
expected, 26 Mar (JJ) through 12 Apr (PD, BF, BFH, CNK). 

Brewer’s Blackbird: Least numerous in the east in spring, 2 were in Sarpy Co 16 
Apr (CNK) and 2 in Dixon Co 24 Apr (JJ). 

Common Crackle; There were rather early arrivals: singles in Sarpy Co 2 Mar 
(CNK) and Webster Co 4 Mar (WF), and 3 in Lancaster Co 4 Mar (LE). 

Great-tailed Crackle: Reports were routine for this common spring migrant, less 
common north and west. 

Brown-headed Cowbird: One in Lincoln Co 8 Mar (TJW) was rather early that far 
west; 10 were in Lancaster Co 8 Mar (LE). 

Orchard Oriole: Reports were routine for this common statewide summer resident. 

Bullock’s Oriole; A male appeared at an Ogallala feeder 2 May (JO), rather early. 
Early dates are 29 Apr, 1,2 May. Reports east of the Panhandle are rare. 

Baltimore Oriole; A nest was under construction at PSP 5 May (BFH), rather early. 

Gray-crowned Rosy-Finch; None were reported; this is an uncommon western 
Panhandle winter visitor, usually departing in early Mar. 

Purple Finch: Reports were few; only 10 were reported (m. ob.), including a belated 
report of 2 in Scotts Bluff Co 27 Feb (AD), where rare. 

Cassin’s Finch: The only report was one far to the east 22 Apr; details were 
provided, but key points such as bill shape and primary extension were not 
noted. Identification based on plumage alone can be tricky, and this species 
has virtually no record of easterly vagrancy. 

House Finch: An ad feeding young in Scotts Bluff Co 7 May (AD) was a rather 
early date for young. 

Red Crossbill; The only report away from the usual range was of a male in Lincoln 
Co 30 Mar (SA); this species may pop up almost anywhere during the winter 
and early spring. 
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White-winged Crossbill: There was an incursion of this species into the 
northeastern Great Plains this winter, which led enterprising observers to look 
for them in northeastern Nebraska. As well as the 3 birds in Norfolk 11 Feb 
(MB), a check of the white spruces in the Dakota City Cem yielded 4-5 birds 
1 Mar (BFH), as many as 20-25 on 4 Mar (BFH, DL, TL), and 2 the last 
sighting on 11 Mar (JR). The only other report was of a young male at an 
Ogallala feeder 26 Mar (JO, photo). There have been only 3 records of this 
species in Nebraska between the last incursion, in 2001-2002, and this one. 


This immature male White-winged Crossbill was photographed by Jim Ochsner at his 

Ogallala feeder 26 Mar. 

Common Redpoll: Following above-average numbers of redpolls this winter, a few 
remained into Mar: 4 attending a Dixon Co feeder since 18 Dec stayed until 
10 Mar (JJ), and singles were in Hastings 11 Mar (PD) and Scotts Bluff Co 14 
Mar(KD). 

Pine Siskin: Reports were of small numbers statewide. A juv uttering begging calls 
at Forest Lawn Cem, Omaha, 13 May suggested breeding (JR); breeding 
occurred there in 2010. 

American Goldfinch: Reports were routine for this abundant statewide winter 
visitor and common statewide summer resident. 

House Sparrow: Reports were routine for this common statewide resident. 
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SNOWY OWL INVASION OF 2011-12 
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68503 

^Southwest District, Nebraska Game and Parks Commission, North Platte, NE 69101 
^Corresponding author, joel.jorgensen@nebraska.gov 


The Snowy Owl {Bubo scandiacus) is an Arctic breeder that regularly migrates to 
and winters in southern Canada and the northern United States (Parmalee 1992). 
The number of Snowy Owls moving south and the extent and timing of southward 
movements in any one year are believed to be dependent on interactions between 
populations of Snowy Owls and lemmings, the owls’ principal food resource 
(Parmalee 1992). Infrequently, relatively large numbers of Snowy Owls are 
observed in areas or regions where few are typically observed, and individuals are 
observed well south of the normal winter range. These occurrences are often 
referred to as “invasions” or “irruptions”. 

The Snowy Owl is considered regular, albeit rare, in Nebraska (Sharpe et al. 2001) 
with a small number (<5) reported annually or nearly so. Invasions have been noted 
in the past, such as in the winter of 1917-18 and the winter of 1954-55. As noted 
elsewhere, the winter of 2011-12 was a major invasion year and the first in Nebraska 
in which electronic media, such as internet listserves and email, improved 
communication and reporting of observations. The purpose of this note is to 
summarize the 2011-2012 Snowy Owl invasion. 

METHODS 

The Nongame Bird Program (NGB) at the Nebraska Game and Parks Commission 
(NGPC) compiled all reports received or collected. Reports were gleaned from the 
internet discussion group NEbirds (http;//groups.yahoo.com/group/NEBirds/), 
through direct emails and phone calls to the Commission, from reports passed along 
to the NGB by Commission employees and partners, and from information provided 
by Raptor Recovery Nebraska. Reports were entered into a database and classified 
as either “confirmed” or “unconfirmed”. Confirmed reports were those for which a 
specimen was recovered, a photograph of the bird was provided, a description that 
distinguished the bird observed from other species was given, or an observation was 
made by a birder or a Commission employee familiar with Snowy Owls and similar 
species. Unconfirmed reports were those where minimal information (e.g., date and 
location) was provided and no judgment of what was actually observed could be 
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Figure 1. Number of confirmed Snowy Owl reports during the winter of 2011-12. Data 
are presented in ten day periods. fhe initial date was selected by using the first 
confirmed report. 

made. Attempts were made to follow-up with observers to acquire definitive 
evidence, such as a photograph, when not provided initially. 

We used confirmed reports to summarize the data both temporally and spatially. To 
summarize the data temporally, we created a histogram (Figure 1) showing the 
number of reports per ten day period, beginning with the first confirmed report as the 
start date. Confirmed reports where a specific date was not known were excluded 
from this histogram. To summarize the data spatially, we created a map (Figure 2) 
showing the location of all confirmed Snowy Owl reports. 


RESULTS 

Reports of 209 Snowy Owl observations were received, ranging from 8 November 
2011 to 30 May 2012. Of the 209, 170 reports were confirmed and these ranged 
from 24 November 2011 to 30 May 2012. Of the 170 confirmed reports, 33 were 
recovered carcasses, 92 were photographed, 29 were reported by a birder or agency 
person, and 14 were supported by description. The 30 May report involved a 
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moribund Snowy Owl recovered by Raptor Recovery Nebraska near Big Springs that 
subsequently died. This record is an outlier; the second latest report, which was 
confirmed, occurred 12 March 2012. 

Specific dates were available for 158 of the 170 reports. Based on the number of 
reports, the invasion peaked during late December and early January (Figure 1). Of 
the 158 confirmed reports with a specific date, 56% occurred during the twenty-day 
period 24 December - 12 January. Snowy Owls were confirmed statewide (Figure 
2), with fewer reports from the extreme southeast, north-central, and extreme 
southwest. 


DISCUSSION 

The Snowy Owl invasion of 2011-12 appears to be unprecedented in terms of the 
number of total mid confirmed reports. Modem reviewers (Sharpe et al. 2001, 
Johnsgard 1980, Rapp et al. 1958) of state bird occurrence have not identified years 
or winters when exceptional numbers of Snowy Owls were recorded in Nebraska. A 
review of The Nebraska Bird Review's winter field reports from 1993-94 to 2010-11 
showed the highest number of Snowy Owls reported during those years was 4 during 
the winter of 2001-02 (Silcock 2002). 

Snowy Owl invasions appear to have been more frequent in the years following 
settlement by European Americans. Bruner et al. (1904) described the species as 
“coming regularly” and “sometimes abundant”, but details on specific invasion years 
were not provided. Brooking (ca. 1920) accounted for 24 records during the winter 



Figure 2. Spatial distribution of confirmed Snowy Owl reports in Nebraska during the 
winter of 2011-12. 
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of 1917-18 in south-central Nebraska, principally Adams, Clay and Webster 
Counties. Deane (1906) mentioned a report of 10 housed at one taxidermy shop in 
Omaha in December 1905. These are examples of the few instances where an 
accounting of Snowy Owl records has occurred, but it appears likely that these 
represent only a very small proportion of Snowy Owls observed in the state during 
those years. 

Unlike in earlier invasion years, modem media, communications and electronics 
played an important role in the reporting and recording of observations during the 
2011-12 invasion. The internet discussion group NEbirds allowed observers to 
report sightings in real-time. Several of the state’s newspapers had articles about 
Snowy Owls, including feature articles with color photographs in the state’s two 
major newspapers, the Omaha World Herald (Duggan 2011) and Lincoln Journal 
Star (Laukitis 2011). These articles also included requests that observers report 
Snowy Owl sightings to NGPC. Many of the 82 Snowy Owl reports from the 
general public that were received by NGPC were likely the result of information 
provided by media outlets or available on the internet. Many of these sightings were 
provided via email and included digital photographs, often captured with personal 
smart phones. The ability to capture and distribute information easily 
unquestionably translated into a higher proportion of observations being reported 
with definitive evidence. In a few instances, electronic reports and shared digital 
photographs ultimately revealed that two different owls were being observed in close 
proximity, but singly by different observers. 

The Snowy Owl invasion of 2011-12 was remarkable and possibly unprecedented in 
regards to the number of documented Snowy Owls that have occurred in Nebraska. 
While other earlier invasions may have been of a similar magnitude and could have 
involved even more individuals, the capacity of early communication may have 
limited reporting. Modem communications and electronic devices unquestionably 
played an important role in the number of reports received and confirmed during the 
winter of 2011-12. 
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Spring Field Days and Annual Meeting at Broken Bow 

The 113th Annual Meeting and Spring Field Days were held in Broken Bow May 
18-20, 2011. Meetings and meals took place at the Mid-Plains Community College 
and were hosted by Tim Hajda. Despite the unseasonably warm spring weather that 
had preceded the meeting, the 50+ members and friends in attendance found 164 
species. Expected species from the Sandhills and surrounding habitats that were 
seen included Sharp-tailed Grouse, Greater Prairie Chicken, American Bittern, 
Black-crowned Night Heron, White-faced Ibis, Long-billed Curlew, Ovenbird and 
Northern Waterthrush. Less common species observed included Glossy Ibis, Merlin, 
Peregrine Falcon, Black-necked Stilt, Whimbrel, Alder Flycatcher, Wood Thrush, 
Summer Tanager, and Lazuli Bunting. (See Table for complete list). 

Field trips were led to Arcadia Diversion Dam WMA, Sherman Reservoir SRA, 
Bowman Lake SRA, Calamus Reservoir SRA, Victoria Springs SRA, Milbum 
Diversion Dam, the Nebraska National Forest near Halsey, Pressey WMA and 
Bitterns Call WMA. Field trip leaders were Bill Flack, Dave Heidt, Tim Hajda, 
Wayne Mollhoff and T.J. Walker. 

On Friday evening Eleanor Nugent from the Rainwater Basin Joint Venture outlined 
the Breeding Bird Survey Habitat Analysis project. They plan to focus on 14 species 
and the habitats needed to survive. Breeding Bird Survey participants were urged to 
provide GPS coordinates for the stops on their routes so that habitat data can be 
obtained. 

Also on Friday evening, Wayne Mollhoff provided an update on the Breeding Bird 
Atlas 11 project. Over 570 blocks were surveyed, and at least 205 species have been 
reported. 

Election of officers was held. Dan Leger was elected president, replacing Urban 
Lehner. Dave Heidt was elected vice-president, replacing Nancy Leonard. Don 
Paseka was elected to a three-year term as director, replacing Steve Lamphere. 
Current officers Kevin Poague (secretaiy), Betty Grenon (treasurer), Anita Breckbill 
(librarian), and Janis Paseka (editor) were reelected to additional one-year terms. 

A raffle for a drawing of a Sedge Wren by Jan Johnson was held. Proceeds went to 
the NOU General Fund. 


Correction: In the Winter Field Report, December 2011 to February 2012, two 
Golden Eagles were reported from the Ponca S.P. Christmas Bird Count (March 
2012 NBR, page 9). This is incorrect; no Golden Eagles were seen on the Ponca 
Christmas Bird Count. 
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NOU Spring Field Days - Broken Bow 
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NOU Spring Field Days - Broken Bow 
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NOU Spring Field Days - Broken Bow 
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NOU Spring Field Days - Broken Bow 
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SUMMER FIELD REPORT, June-July 2012 
Compiled by W. Ross Silcock 
P.O. Box 57, Tabor, lA 51653 
silcock@rosssiicock.com 

INTRODUCTION 

This summer most of Nebraska was veiy dry, with “Exceptional Drought” 
everywhere but the extreme southeast, according to die United States Departm«it of 
Agriculture’s Drought Monitor (http://droughtmonitQr.unl.edul . Althou^ no really 
striking effects were noted, several bits of evidence attested to the difficult 
conditions. Wetlands dried up in most cases in the Rainwater Basin, reflected by a 
lack of Great Egrets, Cattle Egrets, and Black-necked Stilts, and diere were no stilt 
nests reported. However, Yellow-crowned Night-Herons surprisingly staged an 
incursion, perhaps continuing to disperse northward from their customary haunts in 
the almost equally dry K^sas and Oklahoma. Cliff Swallow colonies may have 
been a casualty of dried up wetlands also; flocking began about a month earlier than 
usual. A significant incursion of Red Crossbills and early arrival of Red-breasted 
Nuthatches indicated problems in their usual pinewoods habitats in the Pine Ridge 
and Rocky Mountains (recordings from Kansas (Jon King, pers. comm.) suggested 
that most if not all of the crossbills were Type 2 Ponderosa Pine specialists). Red 
Crossbills moved eastward to cover the state in July, the first such summer incursion 
in about 20 years. 

Other significant observations involved nesting of 3 raptor species: both 
Broad-winged Hawk and Mississippi Kite nested in North Platte, and Ospreys again 
attempted to nest in the Panhandle but continue to be thwarted by severe weather. 
Black-billed Cuckoo is becoming rare; only one was reported. Cta the other hand, 
Chuck-will’s-widow is doing well, expanding northwestward and increasing in 
numbers, and Ruby-throated Hummingbirds are being reported more often 
westward; photos are supporting the identification of these westerly birds. 

It was a quiet summer for summer resident passerines; no significant trends or 
phenomena were noted, except for the pinewoods residents mentioned above. 
Similarly, rarities were almost non-existent; Black-bellied Whistling-Duck and an 
easterly Broad-tailed Hummingbird were about it. 


ABBREVIATIONS 


ad: adult 

ADF: Arbor Day Farm, Nebraska City 
BBS: Breeding Bird Survey 
BOL: Branched Oak L, Lancaster Co 
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Cem: Cemetery 
Co(s): County(ies) 
fern: female 

FF; Fontenelle Forest, Sarpy Co 

ICSP; Indian Cave State Park, Richardson/Nemaha Cos 

imm: immature 

juv; juvenile 

L: Lake 

LM: L McConaughy, Keith Co 

LO: L Ogallala (includes contiguous Keystone L), Keith Co 

m. ob.: many observers 

NC: Nature Center 

NM: National Monument 

NWR: National Wildlife Refuge 

PRSP: Platte River SP, Cass Co 

PSP; Ponca SP, Dixon Co 

Res: Reservoir 

RWB: Rainwater Basin, including parts of Phelps, Hamilton, York, Clay, Fillmore, 
and Thayer Cos 

SCP: Spring Creek Prairie, Lancaster Co 
SHP: State Historical Park 
SL: Sewage Lagoon(s) 

SP: State Park 

WMA: (State) Wildlife Management Area 

WP: Wilderness Park, Lincoln 

WPA: (Federal) Waterfowl Production Area 


GAZETTEER 

Jack Sinn: Memorial WMA, Lancaster and Saunders Cos 
Pine Ridge: escarpment in Sioux, Dawes, and Sheridan Cos 
Sandhills: large area of sand-based prairie in north-central Nebraska 
Wildcat Hills: escarpment in Scotts Bluff, Banner, and Morrill Cos 


OBSERVERS 

AB: Ann Brogie, Creighton 

AD: Ann Duey, Scottsbluff 

AK: Alice Kenitz, Gering 

AP: Andrew Pierson, Scottsbluff 

ARy: A1 Reyer, Bellevue 

AS: Audrey Sterkel, Sidney 

B&KG: Bob & Kathi Gerten, Burwell 

BF: Bill F. Huser, South Sioux City 
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CNK: Clem N. Klaphake, Bellevue 

CWH; C.W. Huntley, Ogallala 

D&JP: Don & Jan Paseka, Ames 

DH: Dave Heidt, Norfolk 

DL: Dan Leger, Lincoln 

DSt: Dave Stage, Elkhom 

GW; Gabe Wilson, Ogallala 

HA: Henry Armknecht, Osborne, KS 

HKH: Helen K. Hughson, Mitchell 

JC: John Carlini, Lincoln 

JG: Joe Gubanyi, Seward 

JGJ: Joel G. Jorgensen, Lincoln 

JLC: Jill Liske-Clark, Grand Island 

JLL: Jeanine L. Lackey, Doniphan 

JM: John Murphy, Kearney 

JO: Jim Ochsner, Ogallala 

JR: Justin Rink, Omaha 

JRi; Juanita Rice, Fairmont 

KD: Kathy DeLara, Mitchell 

KG: Keith Geluso, Kearney 

KP: Kevin Poague, Lincoln 

KS: Kent Skaggs, Kearney 

L&BP: Loren & Babs Padelford, Bellevue 

LB; Laurel Badura, Kearney 

LE: Larry Einemann, Lincoln 

LF: Laurence Falk, Nebraska City 

LR: Lanny Randolph, Minden 

LS; Larry Snyder, Kimball 

MB: Mark Brogie, Creighton 

MS: Mindy Spatz, McCook 

MSS: Mary Sue Shoemaker, North Platte 

NF: Nancy Fish, Superior 

NR: Neal Ratzlaff, Omaha 

RH: Robin Harding, Minden 

RM: Robert Manning, Omaha 

RS; Rick Schmid, Omaha 

RSt: Ruth Steams, Lincoln 

SM: Steve Morris, Grand Island 

SQ: Susan Quinn, Nebraska City 

SS: Shari Schwartz, Lincoln 

TCG: T.C. Gannon, Lincoln 

TEL: Thomas E. Labedz, Lincoln 

TJW: TJ. Walker, Brady 

VC: Virginia Clark, North Platte 

WF: William Flack, Kearney 
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WM: Wayne Mollhoff, Ashland 
WRS: W. Ross Silcock, Tabor, lA 


SPECffiS ACCOUNTS 

Black-bellied Whistling-Duck: Two appeared at a remote southeast Cherry Co 
pond 1 Jim, but then disappeared; one reappeared there 4-9 Jim (MSS). This is 
Nebraska’s 14th record, all but 3 since 2000. 

Greater White-fronted Goose: A seemingly healthy straggler was at Kenesaw SL 
16 Jun (LR, RH); reports are few mid-May to late Sep. 

Snow Goose: The usual stragglers were reported, all singles; one injured bird spent 
Jul at Jack Sum (LE, RM). Others were in Nemaha Co 11 Jun (LF, SQ) and 
Hall Co 10 May, the latter also injured (LR, RH). 

Ross’s Goose: Rare in mid-summer, an injured bird was in Hall Co 10 Jun (LR, 
RH), only the 3rd mid-summer record. 

Cackling Goose: Yet another summer straggling goose in Hall Co was a Cackler 10 
Jun (LR, RH); this is only the 6th mid-summer record. 

Canada Goose: Reports were routine for this common statewide resident. 

Trumpeter Swan: The nest site near Ravenna was occupied again this year; 4 young 
were in the nest 4 Jun (LR, RH). 

Wood Duck: Jack Sinn is a favored post-fledging gathering place; 194 Wood Ducks 
of all ages were there 15 Jul, including 33 “fiizzies” (LE). 

Gad wall: Reports were routine for this fairly common Sandhills breeder, rare 
elsewhere in summer. 

American Wigeon: This species is rare away from the western Sandhills in summer, 
but a pair was in Hayes Co 19 Jun (TJW) and a male was in Clay Co 14 Jul 
(JGJ). 

Mallard: Reports were routine for this common statewide summer resident. 

Blue-winged Teal: Reports were routine for this co mm on statewide summer 
resident. 

Cinnamon Teal: Reports were routine for this uncommon western summer resident. 

Northern Shoveler: Males generally leave the nesting site to molt nearby in late Jun 
and Jul; a flock of 29 in an Interstate 80 pond near North Platte contained 9 
molting males and 20 females and juveniles (TJW). 

Northern Pintail: A fern with a brood was at Kissinger WMA, Clay Co, 30 Jun 
(JGJ); the species is uncommon as a breeder in the RWB. 

Green-winged Teal: One in Clay Co 30 Jun (JGJ) may have been an early molt 
migrant. Breeding is rare away from the western Sandhills. 

Canvasback: Reports were routine for this uncommon Sandhills smnmer resident. 

Redhead: One at LO 10 Jul (JGJ) was likely an early arrival from nearby breeding 
areas in the western Sandhills. 

Bufflehead: A surprise was one in Dawes Co 20 Jul (RM); most of the 21 reports for 
mid-Jun through mid-Aug are from the west. 

Hooded Merganser: One at McKelvie National Forest, Cherry Co, 18 Jul (RM) was 
westerly. 
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Common Merganser: LO regularly hosts a few molt migrants in late summer; 3 
were there 27 Jul (TJW). Two females near Norden Bridge, Keya Paha and 
Brown Cos, 19 Jun (CNK) were at a location where breeding occurred in 
2007. 

Ruddy Duck: A male was at BOL 21 Jul (LE), likely an early migrant, although this 
species is an occasional breeder south and east of the Sandhills. 

Northern Bobwhite: This species occurs throughout the North Platte Valley; one 
was in Scotts Bluff Co 19 Jun (AD). Near the northern edge of the species 
range were birds in Brown and Keya Paha Cos 19 Jun (CNK) and Holt Co 7 
Jul (DSt). 

Gray Partridge: Two ads and 6 young in Holt Co 7 Jul were the observer’s first 
there for several years (DSt); most recent reports of this species are from 
Cedar, Knox, and Antelope Cos. 

Ring-necked Pheasant: “Good numbers” were reported in Sherman Co 3 Jun 
(CNK). 

Sharp-tailed Grouse: One in Holt Co 7 Jul (DSt) was easterly; there are occasional 
reports as far east as Dixon Co. 

Greater Prairie-Chicken: Populations exist in small areas of Sandhills-like 
grassland just south of the Platte River in central Nebraska from Hall Co 
southwest to Phelps Co. Three were seen 5 miles east of Denman and 2 miles 
south of the Platte River 22 Jul (LR, RH). 

Wild Turkey: Reports were routine for this common statewide resident. 

Common Loon: At least 1-2 birds, usually imm non-breeders, fi:equent the LM area 
most summers; 1-2 were there 10-29 Jul (JGJ, TJW). 

Pied-billed Grebe: Reports were routine for this fairly common statewide summer 
resident. 

Red-necked Grebe: Nebraska’s first Jul record for this species was of an altemate- 
plumaged bird at LM 10 Jul (JGJ), intriguing in that a similar bird, likely the 
same individual, was there 22 May (see Spring Report). 

Eared Grebe: Reports were routine for this common Sandhills summer resident. 

Western Grebe: Reports were routine for this fairly common western Sandhills 
summer resident. 

Clark’s Grebe: Reports were routine for this uncommon western Sandhills summer 
resident. 

Double-crested Cormorant: Mid-summer sightings in the southeast are rare; 2 were 
in Lancaster Co 14 Jul (LE). 

American White Pelican: Reports were routine for this abundant migrant and 
uncommon summer visitor. 

American Bittern: This species may breed anywhere in the state given suitable 
conditions, although rarely away from the Sandhills; one in Clay Co 30 Jun 
(JGJ) may have been optimistic, given the hot, dry summer. 

Least Bittern: None were reported; this is an uncommon summer resident given 
suitable conditions, mostly in the southeast. 

Great Blue Heron: Best tally reported was the 85 at Jack Sinn 22 Jul (CNK). 
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Great Egret: Numbers were not great, with only about 30 reported in all, likely due 
to a lack of water; best counts were 13-14 in Clay Co 30 Jun-14 Jul (JGJ, LR, 
RH). 

Snowy Egret: The only report was of 2 in Clay Co 30 Jun-14 Jul (JGJ, LR, RH). 

Little Blue Heron: This species is a rare late summer visitor; the only report was of 
one “most likely” this species in Clay Co 25 Jul (SM). 

Cattle Egret: Like Great Egret, numbers were low due to lack of suitable water 
conditions, even for this semi-upland species; the only reports were of one 
near Wood River 20 Jun (JLC) and 5 in Dodge Co 3 Jul (D&JP). 

Green Heron: The 8 at Jack Sinn 21 Jul (JGJ) was an excellent count, tying the high 
for late summer. 

Black-crowned Night-Heron: Reports were routine for this uncommon Sandhills 
breeder. 

Yellow-crowned Night-Heron: This species staged a mini-invasion in late Jul, with 
even a few northerly sightings. It favored Jack Sinn in late Jul; 1-4 were there 
16 Jul (2 juvs, JGJ) through 29 Jul (3 juvs, RM). One ad was present 18-24 
Jul (LE, RSt, JGJ, CNK, DL). Northerly sightings included an imm in 
Antelope Co 23-26 Jul, a county first for the veteran observers (MB, AB), and 
an ad and 2 juvs in South Sioux City 27 Jul-1 Aug (BFH). Continuing the 
invasion reports was an imm in Dodge Co 25 Jul (D&JP). Apparently these 
northerly sightings were of birds undergoing their normal late summer 
dispersal but overflying usually-suitable areas in the RWB which were dry 
this year. 

White-faced Ibis: Up to 5 in Clay Co 30 Jun-1 Jul (JGJ, LR, RH) were unusual in 
mid-summer, although numbers had built to 28 by 14 Jul (JGJ); there are few 
reports away from breeding areas in mid-late Jun. 

Turkey Vulture: Reports were routine for this common statewide summer resident. 

Osprey: The pair nesting on a platform erected by the power company near 
Riverside Park, Scottsbluff, had 2 young in the nest 19 Jun, but a severe hail 
storm appeared to have ended the attempt. One of the ads looked “beat-up” 
later the same day, and only one ad was there 8 Jul (KD). The platform near 
Keystone was occupied 19 Jun (fide GW). So far, severe weather at both sites 
appears to have precluded successful fledging of young during the last 2-3 
years. 

Mississippi Kite: At least 2 birds had been present in North Platte since around 10 
May (TJW); 5 ads were overhead 30 Jun and a nest was found the same day, 
with an incubating ad present 1 Jul (TJW). Three birds were at the nest 24 Jul 
(RM). At McCook 3 birds were present all summer through at least 28 Jul 
although no nest was foimd (MS photo; fide JGJ). These are the 6th and 7th 
sites where nesting has apparently occurred in the state, all but Ogallala since 
2003. The other sites are Ogallala 1991-2012, Red Cloud 2004-2006 (young 
fledged), Benkelman 2010-2011 (no nest found but birds present “a few 
years”). Imperial 2011 (nesting pair), and Scottsbluff 2011 (copulation, but no 
nest found). 
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Bald Eagle: A measure of the increasing presence of this species in summer was the 
count of 26 birds in about 30 miles along the Platte River between Columbus 
and North Bend 27 Jun (JGJ). 

Northern Harrier: None were reported for this rare, locally uncommon, statewide 
summer resident. 

Cooper’s Hawk: Reports were routine for this uncommon but increasing statewide 
summer resident. 

Red-shouldered Hawk: None were reported; this species maintains only a tenuous 
hold in its minimal Nebraska breeding range. 

Broad-winged Hawk: The nesting Broad-winged Hawks in North Platte, first noted 
in 2008, returned after an absence of reports in 2011; a pair was at the nest site 
18 Jun this summer (TJW, photo NBR Vol. 80 No. 1, p. 22), but on 15 Jul two 
young fell out of the nest. One died and the other was taken to a rehabilitator 
(TJW). The species is regularly reported in the lower Missouri River Valley 
each summer, where breeding apparently occurs, but only in single-digit 
numbers; one was at Brownville 9 Jun (JR) and an ad was over Omaha 10 Jul 
(JR). 

Swainson’s Hawk: This species is rare in southeast Nebraska, including the RWB, 
in summer; 2 singles, possibly migrants, were in Kearney Co 3 Jun (LR, RH), 
a banded bird (band unreadable) was photographed near Lincoln 7 Jul (WF), 
and another was over Lincoln 19 Jul (LE). 

Red-tailed Hawk: Reports were routine for this common statewide summer resident. 

Ferruginous Hawk: Reports were routine for this uncommon Panhandle summer 
resident. 

Golden Eagle: Reports were routine for this uncommon Panhandle summer resident. 

Virginia Rail: Reports were routine for this fairly common summer resident, most 
niunerous in the Sandhills. 

Sora: Fall migrants arrive in late Jul; at least one was reported at Jack Sinn 21-22 Jul 
(LE, DL, CNK). 

American Coot: Reports were routine for this common statewide summer resident. 

Sandhill Crane: Apparently the pair at Kiowa WMA, Scotts Bluff Co, lost their 
2012 chick; no young birds were seen with the ads 8 Jul (KD). A surprise was 
one in Dakota Co 25-28 Jul (fide BFH); in recent years such sightings indicate 
breeding attempts, but habitat in the area did not appear suitable for nesting 
(BFH). 

Black-bellied Plover: None were reported; earliest fall migrants arrive at the end of 
Jul. 

American Golden-Plover: Reports of ads in Jul are rare, as most fall migrants in the 
interior are juvs. Singles, both molting, were in Stanton and Madison Cos 26 
Jul (MB). There are no records of Pacific Golden-Plover for Nebraska, and so 
a report of an altemate-plumaged golden-plover accompanying 3 Mountain 
Plovers in Kimball Co on the unusual date of 11 Jun (LS) was intriguing, but 
un-photographed (fide JGJ). This is only the 8th Jun record of a golden- 
plover for Nebraska. 
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Semipalmated Plover: Reports were routine for this fairly common statewide fall 
migrant. 

Piping Plover: Reports were routine for this uncommon localized summer resident. 

Killdeer: The 565 at Jack Sinn 15 Jul (LE) was 4th-best fall count on record for this 
early fall migrant; top 3 are 700-1000. 

Mountain Plover: Reports were routine for this uncommon southern Panhandle 
summer resident. 

Black-necked Stilt: Reports were few, as might be expected with poor water 
conditions. Two were on nests at Bittern’s Call WMA, Dawson Co, 2 Jun 
(CNK), and 2 in Clay Co 30 Jun did not appear to be nesting (JGJ). 

American Avocet: Good numbers of fall migrants were reported eastward beginning 
14 Jul, with best count 19 in Lancaster Co 21 Jul (JGJ, LE) and a total of 
around 40 in all (JGJ, LE, RSt, CNK, RM, MB). Rare in late Jun-early Jul in 
the east, one was at Whitehead Marsh, Lincoln, 23 Jun (JS, SS) and 5 were in 
Clay Co 1 Jul (LR, RH). 

Spotted Sandpiper: Reports were routine for this uncommon statewide summer 
resident. 

Solitary Sandpiper: First migrants arrive as early as late Jun; 2 were in Clay Co 1 
Jul (LR, RH). Best count was an impressive 35 in Antelope Co 25 Jul (MB); 
high counts are 38-62. 

Greater Yellowlegs: Fall migrants arrive in late Jun; 8 were counted along the Platte 
River between Columbus and North Bend 27 Jun (JGJ). Earliest arrivals of 
fall migrants are 9, 10, 10 Jun. 

Willet: This species also is an early fall migrant, although rare eastward, and so one 
along the Platte River between Columbus and North Bend 27 Jun (JGJ) was 
unexpected and rather early. Earliest fall dates for migrants are 23, 24, 26 
Jun. 

Lesser Yellowlegs: This species generally arrives a bit later in fall than Greater 
Yellowlegs, with earliest dates 16, 17, 19 Jun. Thus, one at Wellfleet WMA, 
Lincoln Co., 19 Jun (TJW9 weis rather early. As many as 44 had arrived in 
Clay Co by 14 Jul (JGJ). 

Upland Sandpiper: Migration is underway by late Jul; 87 were in a single mowed 
hayfield in Madison Co 25 Jul, and the total for the day in Madison and 
nearby counties was 123 (MB). High fall counts are 178-247. A nest with 4 
eggs was found in Dodge Co 24 Jun (D& JP), a little late for this species. 

Long-billed Curlew: Numbers were thought to be “way up” in the Sandhills (CNK); 
14 were in Lincoln Co 4 Jun (MSS). Ads with a small chick were in Sherman 
Co 3 Jun (CNK). Only the 2nd fall record for the east were the 2 birds along 
the Platte River between Columbus and North Bend 27 Jun (JGJ), likely failed 
breeders. 

Marbled Godwit: This species is a rare fall migrant, essentially restricted to the 
west. The only report was of one in Dawes Co 19 Jul (RM). 

Sanderling: Two in Sheridan Co 5 Jun (CNK) were rather late spring migrants. 

Semipalmated Sandpiper: Last in spring was an injured bird on the Saunders- 
Douglas line 7 Jun (JGJ), and f]ist for fall were 13 in Clay Co 14 Jul (JGJ); 
these are typical dates for each season. 
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Western Sandpiper: None were reported; this fairly common fall migrant usually 
arrives in mid-Jul. 

Least Sandpiper: One along the Platte River between Columbus and North Bend 27 
Jun (JGJ) was rather early; earliest fall dates are 18, 19,19 Jun. 

White-rumped Sandpiper: Reports were routine for this abundant late-migrating 
spring migrant. 

Baird's Sandpiper: Rather late was one in Sheridan Co 5 Jun (CNK), while rather 
early were 3 in Clay Co 14 Jul (JGJ). 

Pectoral Sandpiper: Best count was 371 at Jack Sinn 15 Jul (LE); high fall counts 
are 800-1200. 

Stilt Sandpiper: Reports were routine for this abundant statewide fall migrant. 

Buff-breasted Sandpiper: Tying the earliest on record for fall was one in Nance Co 
17 Jul (JLL). 

Short-billed Dowitcher: Two at Jack Sinn 12 Jul (LE) were rather early. Ads arrive 
first, followed usually some time later, beginning in mid-Aug, by juvs. There 
have been no previous documented records of juvs in Jul, but 2 “veiy bright 
juvs” were in Antelope Co 23 Jul, and one of these, or a different juv, was 
there 26 Jul (MB). 

Long-billed Dowitcher: Reports were routine for this abundant statewide fall 
migrant. 

Wilson’s Snipe: Breeding has occurred at Jack Sinn on occasion; 1-2 were there 
through the Jun-Jul period (LE), although no evidence of breeding was 
reported. 

American Woodcock: The only report was of one flushed at Dead Timber WMA, 
Dodge Co, a known summering location, 27 Jul (RS). 

Wilson’s Phalarope: Breeding occurs on occasion in the RWB; a territorial fern was 
in Clay Co 12 Jun (LB). One at Jack Sinn 31 Jul (LE) was likely a migrant. 

Franklin’s Gull: Reports were routine for this abundant statewide early fall migrant. 

Ring-billed Gull: Ctoly the 3rd record of a Jul ad in the RWB was the one in Clay 
Co 14 Jul (JGJ). Most summer birds are non-breeding imms. 

California Gull: The only report was of an ad at LM 27 Jul (TJW), where numbers 
begin to build after mid-Jul. 

Herring Gull: Two birds at LM 27 Jul (TJW) were rather early; this is an 
uncommon summer visitor, with numbers building fiom late Jul. 

Least Tern: Reports were routine for this localized central-eastern summer resident. 

Caspian Tern: The only report of this uncommon late spring and early fall migrant 
was of one rather early at BOL 13 Jul (LE). 

Black Tern: Reports were routine for this fairly common statewide late spring and 
early fall migrant. 

Common Tern: None were reported; spring migration often lasts well into Jun. 

Forster’s Tern: Reports were routine for this localized summer resident and fairly 
common fall migrant. 

Rock Pigeon: Reports were routine for this common statewide resident. 

Eurasian Collared-Dove: Fall flocking resulted in the sudden appearance of 46 
birds in a Scotts Bluff Co yard 21 Jul, where only 4-6 had summered (AD). 
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White-winged Dove: The birds reported in Kearney in spring continued, with up to 
3 present through 25 Jul (CNK, WF, fide RH). 

Mourning Dove: Reports were routine for this common statewide summer resident. 

Yellow-billed Cuckoo; Reports were routine for this statewide summer resident, 
common eastward, uncommon westward. 

Black-billed Cuckoo: This species is at a low ebb; following a single report in the 
spring, none were reported Jun-Jul. 

Barn Owl: The only report was of one near Jeffrey L, Lincoln Co, 1 Jul (TJW). 
This is an uncommon summer resident in southwest Nebraska. 

Eastern Screech-Owl; Reports were routine for this fairly common statewide 
resident. 

Great Horned Owl: Reports were routine for this common statewide resident. 

Burrowing Owl; One on a BBS Survey route in Loup Co 19 Jun was only the 2nd 
on the route in 20 years (NR). The small easterly population near Hultine 
WPA, Clay Co, continues to thrive, with 5 fledglings accompanying 2 ads 
there 16 Jul (TCG). Good numbers were near Walgren L, Sheridan Co, where 
17 were counted 18 Jul (RM), and near Scottsbluff, where 8 were seen 25 Jun 
(KD). 

Barred Owl: Reports were routine for this fairly common eastern resident. 

Long-eared Owl: None were reported; this is a rare but regular breeder statewide. 

Short-eared Owl: None were reported; this is a rare but regular breeder statewide. 

Common Nighthawk: Reports were routine for this common statewide summer 
resident. 

Common Poorwill: This species summers eastward along the Niobrara River Valley 
to Knox Co; singles were in Brown and Key a Paha Cos 19 Jun (CNK). 

Chuck-will’s-widow: The several reports were from the current range of this 
species, which has expanded in recent years. Westerly were an impressive 12 
tallied on a survey route north of Fairbuiy 9 Jul, where 8 were counted in 
2011 (JG), and northerly were 2 in Cedar Co 27 Jun (MB). A nest with one 
chick was photographed at ICSP 6 Jun (MB), only the 2nd documented nest 
for the state. 

Whip-poor-will: Reports were from most of the same locations as Chuck-wiU’s- 
widow, with the addition of northerly sites: singles were in Boyd and Keya 
Paha Cos 19 Jun (CNK) and in Boyd Co 28 Jun, where 1-4 were counted at 
each of 8 stops along Ponca Creek on Highway 12 (DH). 

Chimney Swift: Reports were routine for this common summer resident, least 
numerous westward. 

White-throated Swift: Reports were routine for this fairly common Panhandle 
summer resident. 

Ruby-throated Hummingbird: Westerly reports continue to accumulate. A belated 
nesting record involved a pair with a nest late May-early Jun 2002 at the 
Valentine Fish Hatchery (TJW). A fern in an Ogallala yard 2 Jim looked 
“heavy with eggs?” (JO); 2 were in the same yard 24 and 29 Jun (JO, CNK). 
A pair was in a Burwell yard May through at least mid-Jun (B&KG). A fern 
was in a Scotts Bluff Co yard 10-14 Jun, but a male seen there 31 May was 
not seen again (KD). The Seward area hosts summering birds, and the species 
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has nested along Plum Creek, leading the observer to conclude that nesting 
occurs there on a regular basis (JG). A nest was found in a Saunders Co yard 
8 Jul (fide JM). In recent years fall migrants have been noted in late Jul in 
areas west of the traditional Missouri River Valley breeding range. A 
presumed migrant in a Grand Island yard 28 Jul was “much earlier than usual” 
(SM), and an imm male was in a Doniphan yard the same day (JLL). 

Calliope Hummingbird: Only 2 of this rare Panhandle fall migrant were reported, 
both in the observer’s Scotts Bluff Co yard: an imm/fem was there 1 Jul, the 
earliest date at that location, and a male appeared 29 Jul (KD). 

Broad-tailed Hummingbird: The DeLara yard in Scotts Bluff Co is the place for 
western hummers; the yard hosted an ad male rather early 3 Jul, a sub-ad male 
8 Jul, and a fern and another sub-ad male 20 Jul (KD). Photos of a fern in 
Nuckolls Co 26 Jul (NF) indicate the bird was a Broad-tailed, most notably by 
its long tail extending beyond the primary tips and its large size relative to a 
male Ruby-throated in the same photos (KD, WRS); there are about 10 fall 
records for the eastern half of the state. 

Rufous Hummingbird: The 6 birds reported, all ad males, were in the western 
Panhandle beginning 3 Jul (KD, AS); the 3 Jul date is earliest on record by a 
day. 

Belted Kingfisher: Reports were routine for this fairly common statewide summer 
resident, 

Lewis’s Woodpecker: The small population in the Sowbelly Canyon and Pants 
Butte area of Sioux Co continues for the 3rd summer; a total of 7 were found 
in the area 31 Jul (TJW). 

Red-headed Woodpecker: Reports were routine for this common statewide summer 
resident. 

Red-bellied Woodpecker: Reports were routine for this common eastern resident, 
rare in the Panhandle. 

Downy Woodpecker: Reports were routine for this common statewide resident. 

Hairy Woodpecker: Reports were routine for this fairly common statewide resident. 

Northern Flicker: Reports were routine for this common statewide summer 
resident. 

Pileated Woodpecker: Reports were fi'om FF and ICSP as expected; both locations 
host at least two pairs (WRS, JR, L&BP). 

American Kestrel: Reports were routine for this fairly common statewide summer 
resident. 

Prairie Falcon: Reports were routine for this uncommon Panhandle summer 
resident. 

Peregrine Falcon: One in Lincoln Co 29 Jul (TJW) was rather early. Fall migration 
timing generally coincides with that of shorebirds. 

Olive-sided Flycatcher: Record early for fall by one day was one at ADF 31 Jul 
(LF, SQ). Another in Nemaha Co 11 Jun (LF, SQ) was rather late for a spring 
migrant; latest dates are 14, 14, 16 Jun. 

Western Wood-Pewee; At the eastern edge of the range along the Niobrara River 
Valley, singing birds were noted in Keya Paha and Brown Cos 19 Jun at 
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locations where Eastern Wood-Pewees were also present (CNK). Numbers 
are low this far east but there have been scattered summer reports east of 
Cherry Co in recent years. 

Eastern Wood-Pewee; Reports were routine for this common eastern summer 
resident. 

Acadian Flycatcher: This species continues to increase in numbers in the southeast; 
10 were counted at ICSP 9 Jun (JR), and 2 were at FF 2 Jun (JR). The lone 
bird that returned to WP in May was heard through at least 14 Jul (JGJ, TEL, 
TJW, LE). 

Alder Flycatcher: None were reported; last migrants usually pass through during the 
first week of Jun. 

Willow Flycatcher: Scattered reports were received from around the state (TJW, 
CNK), including 6 in Lancaster Co 16 Jun (KP). 

Least Flycatcher: Two at FF 2 Jun (JR) were tardy; migrants have been reported 
through 8 Jun at a KS banding station. This species may breed in extreme 
northern Nebraska, thus intriguing was an ad in Scotts Bluff Co 20 Jim (AD), 
although this may have been a late migrant also. 

Cordilleran Flycatcher: One at Chadron Creek WMA, Dawes Co, 30 Jul (TJW) 
was at the eastern edge of the Pine Ridge summer range. No others were 
reported. 

Eastern Phoebe: Reports were routine for this common statewide summer resident, 
uncommon westward. 

Say’s Phoebe: One on a BBS route in Rock Co 19 Jun was a first for the observer on 
that route (NR) and a rare easterly record; the eastward extent of regular 
(essentially yearly) summering is poorly-documented. 

Great Crested Flycatcher: Reports were routine for this common statewide summer 
resident, uncommon in the west. 

Cassin’s Kingbird: Reports were routine for this fairly common Panhandle summer 
resident. 

Western Kingbird: The last chick observed fledged in Lancaster Co was 19 Jul 
(LE), rather late. 

Eastern Kingbird: Reports were routine for this common statewide summer 
resident. 

Scissor-tailed Flycatcher: Sightings from 2 locations near Kearney were received; a 
male was near Lowell 3 Jun (LR, RH) with a fern nearby 10 Jun (D&JP). A 
male was near the Buckle store in Kearney 16-18 Jul (LB, LR, RH), likely the 
same individual present at the Buckle store in Apr (LR, RH). 

Loggerhead Shrike: Heightened concern for this species resulted in 29 reports (total 
of 72 birds), but these reports shed little light on the status of the species; BBS 
routes in the Sandhills and west had “normal” numbers (CNK, AP), but some 
long drives yielded single birds only (WM, D&JP, NR). No discernible 
pattern could be seen relative to location in the state, however. 

Bell’s Vireo: Reports were routine for this fairly common statewide summer 
resident. 

Yellow-throated Vireo: Reports were routine for this fairly common eastern 
siunmer resident. 
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Plumbeous Vireo: Reports were routine for this uncommon Panhandle summer 
resident. 

Warbling Vireo: Reports were routine for this common statewide summer resident. 

Red-eyed Vireo: Reports were routine for this common statewide summer resident. 

Pinyon Jay: None were reported; this species is a secretive, low-density breeder in 
the Panhandle. 

Blue Jay; Reports were routine for this common statewide summer resident. 

Black-billed Magpie: Reports were routine for this uncommon western and central 
resident, rare in the northeast. 

American Crow: Reports were routine for this common statewide summer resident. 

Horned Lark; Reports were routine for this common statewide summer resident. 

Purple Martin: A colony in an Ogallala yard had 48 birds 28 Jul (fide CWH); this 
species only started breeding at this westerly location in 2004 and is not 
known to breed currently in the Panhandle. 

Tree Swallow: Reports were routine for this fairly common statewide summer 
resident. 

Violet-green Swallow: Two at Chadron Creek WMA, Dawes Co, 29 Jul (TJW) were 
at the east edge of the Pine Ridge breeding range. 

Northern Rough-winged Swallow: Fall flocking was evident with the 85 at Jack 
Sinn 15 Jul (LE); this species does not usually nest in colonies. 

Bank Swallow; Reports were routine for this fairly common statewide summer 
resident. 

Cliff Swallow: Fall flocking becomes noticeable by late Jul, and so “hundreds” in 
Clay Co 1 Jul (LR, RH) and 565 at Jack Sinn 12 Jul (LE) were unexpectedly 
early, suggesting failure of breeding colonies due to dry conditions. 

Bam Swallow: Reports were routine for this common statewide summer resident. 

Black-capped Chickadee: This species re-appeared in a few western locations after 
long absences: since 2003 near North Platte (TJW), 2004 north of North Platte 
(VC), and “for a few years” in Scotts Bluff Co (AD). Recovery from 
population lows assumed to have resulted from West Nile Virus is proceeding, 
but numbers have not yet returned to prior levels. 

Tufted Titmouse: Reports were routine for this co mm on eastern resident. 

Red-breasted Nuthatch: Ads were feeding young at Gordon Cem 5 Jun (CNK) and 
in Keya Paha Co 19 Jun (CNK), both are^ where breeding has occurred 
previously, although confirmed breeding records in the Pine Ridge and 
Niobrara River Valley are few. Fall movement began early, with one as early 
as 9 Jul in Lincoln Co cedars (TJW) where summering is unknown, one at a 
feeder in Kearney 25 Jul (JM fide LR, RH), and one about a month early in a 
Scotts Bluff Co yard 26 Jul (AD). These are only the 4th-6th Jul records away 
from breeding areas. 

White-breasted Nuthatch; Breeding began about a week eM'ly in the Pine Ridge 
(WM), apparently because of the mild winter and early spring; one nest had 
young almost fully-feathered by 12 Jun and likely to fledge in 3-5 days (WM). 

Pygmy Nuthatch: As with White-breasted Nuthatches in the Pine Ridge, this 
species also nested early, with fledged young following ads by 12 Jun (WM). 



VoL 80 No. 3 


The Nebraska Bird Review 


99 


Brown Creeper: Single singing males were heard at Chadron Creek WMA, Dawes 
Co, and in Sowbelly Canyon, Sioux Co, 29 Jul (TJW). This species breeds in 
the Pine Ridge, although confirmed reports are few. 

Rock Wren: Two were in the Lincoln Co cedar canyons 15 Jul (TJW), where they 
reach the eastern extent of their summer range in the Platte River Valley. 

House Wren: Reports were routine for this common statewide sxrauner resident. 

Sedge Wren: One singing “in good habitat” in Platte Co 24 Jun (TJW) was unusual; 
most Sedge Wrens move through in spring and return, often to nest, mid-Jul, 

Marsh Wren: This is a rare breeder in the southern half of the state; many 
“summer” reports from that area are for late Jun and Jul, and might be of birds 
returning from farther north and attempting to breed, as does Sedge Wren. 
The RWB hosted birds at Moger WPA, Clay Co, 30 Jun (JGJ) and at 4 
locations in Clay Co 14 Jul (JGJ); one was at Jack Sinn 15 Jul (LE). 

Carolina Wren: Outliers this summer were one in Kearney 28 Jun (KG) and another 
in Dodge Co 24-25 Jul (D&JP). Just as happened last year, one arrived in a 
Bellevue yard 28 Jun and started nesting (ARy). 

Bewick’s Wren: A pale-plumaged bird, possibly from the southwest, was in Snell 
Canyon, Lincoln Co, 10-15 Jul (TJW, WF); there are fewer than 10 such 
summer non-breeding reports. 

Blue-gray Gnatcatcher: This species now occurs in most of the state except for the 
Sandhills. Northwesterly were 2 west of Crawford 29 Jul (TJW). 

Eastern Bluebird: An impressive 90 had fledged at nest boxes at ADF by 31 Jul 
(LF, SQ). A flock of 19 of mixed ages in Johnson Co 13 Jun (LE) was of 
interest; these might have been early-fledged young with ads, although 
bluebirds usually produce more than one brood. 

Mountain Bluebird: Reports were routine for this fairly common Panhandle 
summer resident. 

Townsend’s Solitaire: Whether this species breeds in Nebraska with any regularity 
is conjectural; there are a large number of Jun reports, but the only tangible 
evidence for some time was a nest with eggs in Sowbelly Canyon in 1986. 
Reports of flying juvs in the Pine Ridge in late Jul of 1979 and 1980 are 
suggestive, but inconclusive as to whether the birds were fledged in Nebraska. 
A similar record this year was of a flying juv along Pants Butte Road, Sioux 
Co, 31 Jul (TJW). 

Swainson’s Thrush: None were reported; usually migrants are moving through the 
west into early Jim. 

Wood Thrush: Reports were routine for this fairly common eastern summer 
resident. 

American Robin: Reports were routine for this common statewide summer resident. 

Gray Catbird: Numbers of breeding birds are lower westward, especially in the 
southern Panhandle. Uncommon but increasing in summer in the northern 
Panhandle, one was at Chadron SP, Dawes Co, 19 Jul (RM). 

Northern Mockingbird: The 7 in Johnson Co 13 Jun (LE) was a good count. Two 
in Platte Co 19 Jul were in the same place for the 3rd year running (MB). 

Sage Thrasher: An interesting find was one a few miles south of Harrison, Sioux 
Co, 9 Jun (KS), likely a migrant. Although there are several Jun-Jul records 
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for this species, most in sagebrush areas of northern Sioux Co, there is only 
one documented nesting report. 

Brown Thrasher: Reports were routine for this common statewide summer resident. 

European Starling: Reports were routine for this common statewide summer 
resident. 

Cedar Waxwing: Reports were routine for this fairly common statewide summer 
resident. 

Chestnut-collared Longspur: Reports were routine for this common western and 
uncommon northern summer resident. 

McCown’s Longspur: The two reports were from expected locations in Sioux Co 
10 Jun (WM) and Scotts Bluff Co 16 Jun (AK, HKH). 

Ovenbird: One at Chester Island WMA, Lincoln Co, 15 Jul (TJW) continues a series 
of reports from there of singing males Jun-Jul from 2009 to date (TJW), 
although breeding has not yet been proven. This eastern county species also 
breeds regularly in the Niobrara River Valley; reports were from Keya Paha 
and Brown Cos 19 Jun (CNK). 

Louisiana Waterthrush: There is a healthy population at PRSP, where 8 were 
tallied 24 Jun on Stone and Decker Creeks (JC, SS); ads were feeding 
fledglings at PRSP 19 Jun (JC, SS). The 5 at ICSP 2 Jun (WRS) was a good 
tally also, and one was at ADF 1 Jul (LF, SQ). These are all known locations 
for this uncommon summer resident. 

Black-and-white Warbler: None were reported; this is an uncommon summer 
resident in the eastern Niobrara Valley and on the Pine Ridge. 

Prothonotary Warbler: There were no reports of this uncommon southeastern 
summer resident. 

Tennessee Warbler: Last migrant reported was at FF 2 Jun (JR); latest dates are 10, 
10, 11 Jun. 

Mourning Warbler: None were reported; latest dates are 12, 13, 15 Jun. 

Kentucky Warbler: Reports were of good numbers in the traditional locations at 
ICSP and PRSP, with one north to FF 10 Jun (L&BP) and one at the northern 
extent of recent years’ reports at PSP 9 Jun (BFH, MB). Four territories were 
located at PRSP 19 Jun (JC, SS, RSt) and 8 were counted at ICSP 2 Jun, 
including a pair of ads carrying food at ICSP (WRS, WM). 

Common Yellowthroat: Reports were routine for this common statewide summer 
resident. 

American Redstart: This species can be abundant in early summer; 35 were at ICSP 
2 Jun (WRS). Breeding occurs in the lower Niobrara River Valley; reports 
were from Brown and Keya Paha Cos 19 Jim (CNK). Summer reports away 
from the breeding range in the Missouri and Niobrara River Valleys in mid¬ 
summer are few; one was in northwest Madison Co 1 Jul (LR, RH). 

Cerulean Warbler: None were reported for summer, despite several spring reports 
of singing males in the lower Missouri River Valley. 

Northern Parula: Numbers were a bit lower than usual, best count only 4, at ICSP 9 
Jun (JR). Singles were at WP 14 Jul (LE) and along the Platte River in 
Douglas Co 7 Jun (JGJ), both a bit westerly. 
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Yellow Warbler: Reports were routine for this common statewide summer resident. 

Yellow-rumped Warbler: A bird at Bessey Division, Nebraska National Forest, 17 
Jul (RM) was unidentified to subspecies (Myrtle or Audubon’s). At that date 
and location it was likely an easterly Audubon’s; if so, the report is the 12th 
late Jun-early Aug summer report away from the breeding range. 

Yellow-throated Warbler: The only report for summer was of 2 at FF 2 Jun (JR); 
the species breeds at that location. 

Black-throated Green Warbler: Last one reported for spring was at FF 2 Jun (JR), 
4th-latest of only 5 records for Jun. 

Yellow-breasted Chat: Good numbers were in the lower Niobrara River Valley in 
Brown and Keya Paha Cos 19 Jun (CNK); the veteran observer had “never 
seen so many in one small area” there (CNK). Five were at Red Willow Res, 
Frontier Co, 2 Jun (TJW). 

Spotted Towhee: Reports were routine for this common westerly summer resident. 

Eastern Towhee: A fern in Hall Co 10 Jun (LR, RH) was at about the western edge 
of the summer range in the Platte River Valley. 

Cassin’s Sparrow: This localized summer resident occurs mostly in the Panhandle 
in areas with shrubs such as yucca or sage; one was about 6 miles southwest 
of Harrison 9 Jun (KS). This w^ the only report received, somewhat 
surprisingly following the influx of birds in 2012 that was generally attributed 
to drought in the US southwest. Perhaps Nebraska’s drought this summer 
presented sub-par nesting conditions. 

Chipping Sparrow: Reports were routine for this common, virtually statewide 
summer resident. 

Brewer’s Sparrow: The only report was of one “on the road to Sowbelly Canyon”, 
Sioux Co, 21 Jul (RM), near the breeding locations north of the Pine Ridge in 
Sioux Co. 

Field Sparrow: Reports were routine for this common statewide (except for the 
Panhandle) summer resident. 

Vesper Sparrow: Reports were routine for this common statewide summer resident. 

Lark Sparrow: One on a Kearney Co BBS route 10 Jun (D&JP) was at the eastern 
edge of the summer range in southern Nebraska. 

Lark Bunting: Reports were routine for this abundant western summer resident. 

Savannah Sparrow: A small colony persists southwest of Hay Springs; 3 pairs were 
in the same place 11 Jun where they bred in 2011 (WM). This species is a 
rare and localized breeder in northwestern Nebraska. 

Grasshopper Sparrow: This species is doing well in Nebraska grasslands; post 
fledging groups included 9 together on a fence line in Clay Co 14 Jul (JGJ), 
and 76 were on fence lines in 25 miles in Lincoln Co 17 Jul (TJW). 

Henslow’s Sparrow: The two reports were from SCP, a regular location: 6 were 
there 16 Jun (KP) and one on 21 Jun (LE). 

Song Sparrow: Reports were routine for this fairly common northern and central- 
eastern summer resident. 

Lincoln’s Sparrow: One in Lincoln Co 4 Jun (MSS) is only the 6th Jun report for 
the state. Most migrants depart by late May. 
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Swamp Sparrow: Reports were routine for this uncommon central Nebraska 
summer resident. 

Dark-eyed (White-winged) Junco: Reports were routine for this fairly common 
Panhandle summer resident. 

Summer Tanager: Reports were from the expected southeastern Nebraska locations 
(m. ob.); it appears to be establishing in WP, where one was present 8 Jul (JC, 
SS), and a pair was there in 2011 (JC, SS). 

Scarlet Tanager: Ads were feeding young at PSP 12 Jun (RSt); this species breeds 
in the east and north, west to about Brown Co. One in western Custer Co 17 
Jul (TJW) was unexpected; the only similar records are of a nest in Lincoln 
Co in 1938 and an ad male banded in Keith Co 11 Jun 1992. 

Western Tanager: Reports were routine for this fairly common Panhandle summer 
resident. 

Northern Cardinal: Reports were routine for this common statewide (except for 
Panhandle) resident. 

Rose-breasted Grosbeak: A few phenotypically pure-looking birds occur westerly 
in May-Jun each year; a male was on Ogallala I Jun (JO), but another in 
Sowbelly Canyon, Sioux Co, 20 Jul (RM) was later than most such records. 

Black-headed Grosbeak: Reports were routine for this common western and central 
summer resident. 

Blue Grosbeak: Reports were routine for this fairly common statewide summer 
resident. 

Lazuli Bunting: Reports were routine for this fairly common Panhandle summer 
resident. 

Indigo Bunting: Reports were routine for this common statewide, uncommon 
Panhandle, summer resident. 

Dickcissel: Numbers were good in the southeast; best count was a record for spring 
of 122 in Johnson Co 13 Jun (LE). A few were westerly, but perhaps fewer 
than in recent years; singles were in Scotts Bluff Co 16 Jun (HKH, AK) and 6 
were there 8 Jul (KD). One was in Morrill Co 30 Jun (AK). Of interest was 
the observation that birds present in the cedar canyons of southeastern Lincoln 
Co had departed by 10 Jul as grasslands dried up, whereas birds around 
lowland alfalfa fields remained (TJW). 

Bobolink: Rare in the Panhandle, one in Scotts Bluff Co 16 Jun was considered “a 
good bird out here” (AK, HKH); this is especially significant in that the few 
Panhandle records occur generally in wet years, obviously not the situation 
this year in the west. Numbers have increased in recent years in the southeast, 
but perhaps ominous, and likely related to dry conditions, was a group of 18, 
mostly males in “fading” plumage, as early as 25 Jun in Otoe Co (LF, SQ). 
Dry conditions may have resulted in failed breeding, although fledglings have 
been reported by the end of Jun. 

Red-winged Blackbird: Reports were routine for this common statewide summer 
resident. 

Eastern Meadowlark: Reports were routine for this common eastern, imcommon 
western, summer resident. 
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Western Meadowlark: Reports were routine for this common statewide summer 
resident. 

Yellow-headed Blackbird: Reports were routine for this common localized 
statewide summer resident. 

Brewer’s Blackbird; Like Bobolink, this species may have been affected by the 
very dry conditions in the west. Flocks were noted on early dates: “lots were 
under a pivot” in Morrill Co 30 Jun (AK) and 200 were in a mixed icterid 
flock in Scotts Bluff Co 8 Jul (KD). 

Common Crackle: Reports were routine for this abundant statewide summer 
resident. 

Great-tailed Crackle: Reports were routine for this fairly common statewide 
summer resident. 

Brown-headed Cowbird: Reports were routine for this common statewide summer 
resident. 

Orchard Oriole: Reports were routine for this common statewide summer resident. 

Bullock’s Oriole; Reports were routine for this fairly common Panhandle summer 
resident. 

Baltimore Oriole: Numbers were good in the southeast: 25 were in Johnson Co 13 
Jun (LE) and 16 were at ICSP 11 Jun (LF, SQ). 

House Finch: Reports were routine for this fairly common statewide summer 
resident. 

Red Crossbill; Most years a few birds are found scattered around the state in late 
summer and fall, but on occasion incursions can occur that are probably 
related to poor food supplies within the breeding range. This summer was one 
of these occasions, with several reports statewide. Recordings made in north- 
central KS (HA) showed that the birds there were Type 2, the type that occurs 
in Ponderosa Pine, and it is likely that the Nebraska birds were, too. Reports 
included a fern and 4 juvs in Dawson Co 1 Jul (TJW), 14 of mixed plumages 
in a Fairmont yard 8 Jul (JRi), 2 ads and 3 juvs in Kearney 11-25 Jul (JM fide 
LR, RH), one in Platte Co 19 Jul (MB), 2-4 at a Stanton Co feeder 24-26 Jul 
(MB), and 2 birds 8 miles north of Minden 30 Jul (LR, RH). 

Pine Siskin; Ads feeding young in the Gordon Cem 5 Jun (CNK) were at the eastern 
edge of their Pine Ridge summer range. 

Lesser Goldfinch; In recent years this species has become a regular summer visitor 
in the west; 2 green-backed males were at Wildcat Hills NC 21 Jul (RM). 

American Goldfinch: Reports were routine for this common statewide summer 
resident. 

House Sparrow: Reports were routine for this common statewide resident. 
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SUMMARY AND COMPARISONS OF THE FONTENELLE 
FOREST AND BOYER CHUTE MAPS STATIONS IN NEBRASKA 


Betty Grenon 
1409 Childs Road East 
Bellevue, NE 68005 
gren on925@aol. com 

Rick Schmid 

1111 Bellevue Blvd. North 
Bellevue, NE 68005 
rschmid@fontenelleforest.org 


This report provides results and comparisons of two Monitoring Avian Productivity 
& Survivorship (MAPS) stations operated in central eastern Nebraska. MAPS is a 
multi-national research project managed by the Institute for Bird Populations (IBP) 
in Point Reyes, CA (http://www.birdpop.org/maps.htm). The project is designed to 
monitor the population trends and breeding success of breeding birds in North 
America. Each year, more than 500 participants throughout North America collect 
data (via the process of bird banding) according to strict protocols and then submit 
their data to IBP for analysis and interpretation. MAPS began in 1989, and similar 
studies have subsequently begun on wintering grounds in Latin America. 

The Fontenelle Forest site (FONT) was operated from 1990-1998, and the Boyer 
Chute National Wildlife Refiige site (BOCH) ran from 2001-2010. Both sites are 
located on floodplain land approximately one half-mile from the Missouri River. The 
stations are approximately 25 miles apart with the BOCH site north in Washington 
county and the FONT site south in Sarpy county. 

FONT is forested mainly with sycamore, white elm and cottonwood trees with a red 
osier dogwood and red mulbeny understoiy. Ground cover was composed primarily 
of stinging nettle, bedstraw and forbs. A small stream runs on the western edge of 
the site and pastureland on the eastern edge. All ten mist nets were located within 
forested areas. 

BOCH is wooded more openly with cottonwood, red mulberry and red osier 
dogwood with the open areas dominated by brome grass and abundant poison ivy. 
Adjacent to the banding area to the east is a restored prairie dominated by 
switchgrass, big bluestem and side-oats gramma. A chute of the Missouri River runs 
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along the western border. One mist net was located within the prairie area; the other 
nine were in the wooded edges. 

Both sites were subjected to serious flooding that virtually eliminated a banding 
season; FONT in 1993 ^d BOCH in 2010. Continuing swampy conditions and a 
major tree-felling storm eventually closed the MAPS project at the FONT location, 
while two sequential years of floods closed the BOCH site. A new site was initiated 
in 2011 on Neale Woods, a property owned by Fontenelle Forest. It has been in 
operation for two years. The FONT site operated in the early years of the MAPS 
program, during which major and minor adjustments in the MAPS protocol were 
implemented, which may have affected the results. 

Both sites were basically operated with ten nets (BOCH had only nine nets the first 
year) for the standard protocol of six hours (beginning at dawn) once each ten-day 


Table 1 Summary of effort and results. 


Fontenelle Forest 

Banded 

Recaptured 

Total 

Days 

Net 

Hours 

Species 

Banded 

Birds per 
10 net hrs 

1990 

76 


76 

9 

555 

18 

1.4 

1991 

75 

20 

95 

10 

554 

19 

1.4 

1992 

146 

32 

178 

9 

540 

26 

2.7 

1993 

9 

5 

14 

2 

70 

2 

1.3 

1994 

90 

29 

119 

9 

474 

23 

1.9 

1995 

139 

22 

161 

9 

540 

29 

2.6 

1996 

105 

43 

148 

9 

540 

19 

1.9 

1997 

49 

23 

72 

7 

420 

18 

1.2 

1998 

120 

24 

144 

6 

363 

25 

3.3 

Total 

809 

198 

1007 

70 

4056 

44 

2.5 


Boyer Chute 

Banded 

Recaptured 

Total 

Days 

Net 

Hours 

Species 

Banded 

Birds per 
10 net hrs 

2001 

206 

23 

229 

7 

324 

26 

6.4 

2002 

211 

52 

263 

7 

420 

32 

5.0 

2003 

157 

58 

215 

8 

402 

29 

3.9 

2004 

157 

50 

207 

9 

346 

28 

4.5 

2005 

182 

38 

220 

7 

401 

29 

4.5 

2006 

174 

52 

226 

7 

394 

27 

4.4 

2007 

162 

35 

197 

7 

410 

30 

4.0 

2008 

136 

34 

170 

7 

405 

30 

3.4 

2009 

131 

31 

162 

7 

340 

22 

3.9 

2010 

37 

7 

44 

2 

120 

14 

3.1 

Total 

1,553 

380 

1933 

68 

3563 

47 

5.4 















Table 2 Top ten species banded, showing reca 

ptures as a percent of individuals banded. 
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Fontenelle 1990-1998 Species 


1990 

1991 

1992 

1993 

1994 

1995 

1996 

1997 

1998 

Total 

Recaps 

Recap % 

House Wren 


16 

17 

42 

8 

25 

25 

24 

19 

22 

198 

58 

29% 

America Robin 


7 

13 

20 

1 

15 

24 

11 

1 

11 

103 

7 

7% 

Black-capped Chickadee 


13 

6 

9 


9 

16 

4 

7 

13 77 

8 

10% 

European Starling 


2 

6 

4 


7 

15 

9 

2 

14 59 

7 

12% 

Downy Woodpecker 

3 

5 

3 


10^ 

6 

14 

2 

7 

50 

7 

14% 

Baltimore Oriole 

_ 

3 

9 


1 

4 

6 


9 

37 

1 

3% 

Blue Jay 


6 

4 

8 


4 


2 

^ 1 

6 

31 

1 

3% 

Indigo Bunting 


3 


5 



7 

3 

3 

5 

26 

4 

15% 

Northern Cardinal 


3 

3 

1 


4 

1 

3 

2 

T 

21 

5 

24% 

Red-headed Woodpecker 


2 

3 

4 


1 

3 

1 

1 

1 

16 

1 

6% 














Boyer Chute 2001-2010 Species 

2001 

2002 

2003 

2004 

2005 

2006 

12007 

2008 

2009 

2010 

Total 

Recaps 

Recap % 

House Wren 

32 

32 

25 

15 

19 

31 

30 

15 

23 

10 

232 

75 

32% 

Orchard Oriole 

40 

22 

18 

21 

25 

29 

23 

22 

15 

3 

218 

78 

36% 

American Robin 

12 

7 

24 

26 

41 

18 

19 

1 

8 


156 

4 

3% 

Baltimore Oriole 

26 

19 

9 

6 

13 

14 

5 

22 

r 27 

4 

145 

31 

21% 

Rose-bre^ted Grosbeak 

14 

14 

11 

11 

8 

8 

8 

9 

12 

5 

101 

42 

42% 

Gray Catbird 

15 

18 

7 

7 

6 

12 

3 

6 

4 

1 

79 

38 

48% 

Common Yellowthroat 

4 

9 

3 

14 

13 

9 

10 

5 

3 

1 

7T 

35 

r 49% 

Black-capped Chickadee 

7 

If 

5 

6 

3 

6 

4 

4 

8 

2 

56 

12 

^ 21% 

American Goldfinch 

7 

11 

3 


2 

1 4 

r 3 

4 

2 


36 

5 

14% 

Eastern Bluebird 


I 5 

7 

5 


2 

3 

5 


3^ 

0 

0% 
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Table 3 Ages of 10 most frequently captured species. 


Fontenelle Forest 

Number 

Species 

HY 

SY 

ASY 

AHY 

UNK 

198 

House Wren 

46 



151 

1 

103 

American Robin 

49 



53 

1 

77 

Black-capped Chickadee 

16 



50 

11 

59 

European Starling 

13 

12 

12 

22 


50 

Downy Woodpecker 

19 

2 


29 


37 

Baltimore Oriole 

2 

9 

7 

17 

2 

31 

Blue Jay 

3 



27 

1 

26 

Indigo Bunting 


1 

3 

21 

1 

21 

Northern Cardinal 

3 

2 


16 


16 

Red-headed Woodpecker 

1 


1 

14 



Boyer Chute 

Number 

Species 

HY 

SY 

ASY 

AHY 

UNK 

232 

House Wren 

46 

27 

113 

44 

2 

218 

Orchard Oriole 

48 

82 

79 

9 


156 

American Robin 

108 

28 

15 

5 


145 

Baltimore Oriole 

69 

27 . 

45 

3 

1 

101 

Rose-breasted Grosbeak 

13 

35 

49 

4 


79 

Gray Catbird 

3 

21 

41 

14 


71 

Common Yellowthroat 

8 

13 

43 

7 


56 

Black-capped Chickadee 

18 

14 

17 

7 


36 

American Goldfinch 


5 

31 



36 

Eastern Bluebird 

27 

3 

6 




HY=Hatch year 
SY=Second year 


ASY=Afler Second year 
AHY-After Hatch year 


UNK=Unknown 


O 
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period from May 31 to August 8. The FONT site ran with two additional periods 
(nine total) in 1990 starting May 11, but had dropped to seven periods by May 31, 
1997 due to the recognition of the migration timing. Since the study focuses on 
breeding birds, it is not useful to catch migrants. An annual average of 5.4 birds 
was banded per ten net hours at BOCH vemus 2.5 birds banded per ten net hours at 
FONT. (Table 1) This resulted in 1,553 total birds banded at BOCH compared to 
809 at FONT even though FONT operated 13.8% more hours than BOCH during the 
study. 

The total number of species banded did not vary significantly at the two sites: FONT 
45, BOCH 46. FONT’S 198 recaptures consisted of 128 individuals of 23 species 
representing 24.6% of the total birds banded. BOCH’s 380 recaptures consisted of 
226 individuals of 24 species representing 24.1% of the total birds banded. (The 
reason the “number of individuals” is less than the “number of recaptures” is that 
several birds were recaptured multiple times.) Of the birds banded, approximately 
31 species at FONT and 28 species at BOCH were migratory birds using the area 
primarily for nesting. In addition to banding, MAPS participants record data on all 
birds seen, heard or captured (whether banded or not) during the study. In total, 78 
species were encountered or observed at FONT and 85 at BOCH. 

The unbanded birds are not included in this analysis as the protocol for counting 
them was misinterpreted in the first year at both sites. However, several species 
were captured in the nets that were not banded. Species that were not banded 
included House Sparrows and Ruby-throated Hummingbirds at FONT and Mourning 
Doves, Northern Bobwhites, a single Sedge Wren and one Sharp-shinned Hawk at 
BOCH. 

For all years, the top ten most commonly banded birds (Table 2) included 76% of the 
total banded at FONT and 72% at BOCH. The most numerous species at both sites 
was the House Wren, but both sites share only four species on the top ten listings. 
These were House Wren, American Robin, Black-capped Chickadee and Baltimore 
Oriole. BOCH had thirteen species that were not banded at FONT euid FONT had 11 
species that were not banded at BOCH. (Table 5) 

The FONT warblers reflect the more forested habitat while the BOCH sparrows and 
swallows demonstrate the bordering prairie and river chute. The Swainson’s Thrush, 
Lincoln’s Sparrow, Black-and-white Warbler and Mourning Warbler at FONT were 
likely migrants banded before the periods were reduced to seven. The remaining 
birds on the FONT list are nesters. Likewise the annual presence or absence of 
Grasshopper Sparrow, Dickcissel and the swallows at BOCH were subject to prairie 
burns and water levels in the chute. 



Table 4 Aged migratory species. 


Fontenelle Forest 

Species 

Original 

Date 

Original 

Age/Sex 

Other 

Years 

Latest 

Age 

Estimated 

Age in Yrs 

American Robin 

6/9/90 

AHY-M 

91,95 

AHY 

at least 7 yrs 

Brown-headed Cowbird 

6/3/95 

HY-U 

96,97 

AHY-F 

3 yrs 

Eastern Towhee 

6/26/86 

byRG 

96 

AHY 

at least 10 yrs 

Eastern Wood-Pewee 

6/3/95 

AHY-M 

96,98 

AHY 

at least 4 yrs 

Great-crested Flycatcher 

6/9/90 

AHY-M 

91 

AHY 

at least 2 yrs 

House Wren 

6/7/92 

AHY-F 

98 

AHY 

at least 7 yrs 

Indigo Bunting 

8/20/95 

AHY-M 

97 

ASY 

at least 4 yrs 

Red-eyed Vireo 

5/30/92 

AHY-F 

94 

AHY 

at least 3 yrs 

Red-headed Woodpecker 

7/1/95 

AHY-U 

96 

AHY 

at least 2 yrs 


Boyer Chute 

Species 

Original 

Date 

Original 

Age/Sex 

Other 

Years 

Latest 

Age 

Estimated 

Age in Yrs 

American Goldfinch 

6/22/01 

ASY-F 

01,02 

ASY 

over 5 yrs 

American Robin 

7/8/01 

AHY-M 

02,03,06 

ASY 

at least 5 yrs 

Baltimore Oriole 

6/22/01 

ASY-M 

01,02,03,05, 

ASY 

over 7 yrs 

Brown-headed Cowbird 

6/7/03 

HY-U 

03,04,06, 

ASY-F 

4 yrs 

Brown Thrasher 

6/5/02 

ASY-M 

02,06 

ASY 

over 4 yrs 

Common Yellowthroat 

7/12/02 

ASY-M 

02,04,05,06 

ASY 

over 7 yrs 

Common Yellowthroat 

8/3/02 

HY-U 

08 

ASY-M 

7 yrs 

Field Sparrow 

7/2/05 

SY-M 

06 

ASY 

3 yrs 

Great-crested Flycatcher 

6/29/02 

AHY-U 

05 

ASY-U 

at least 5 yrs 

Gray Catbird 

6/2/01 

AHY-M 

03,04,05 

ASY 

at least 6 yrs 

Orchard Oriole 

6/12/04 

ASY-M 

04,06,07,10 

ASY 

over 10 yrs 

Rose-breasted Grosbeak 

7/27/02 

SY-M 

03,05,07 

ASY 

7 yrs 

Red-headed Woodpecker 

6/21/03 

ATY-F 

04,08 

ATY 

over 7 yrs 

Warbling Vireo 

6/2/01 

AHY-M 

02 

ASY 

at least 3 yrs 


HY=Hatch year 
SY=Second year 


AHY-After Hatch year 
ASY=After Second year 


ATY=After third Year 


Vol. 80 No. 3 _ The Nebraska Bird Review _ 109 









no 


The Nebraska Bird Review 


Vol. 80 No. 3 


Table 5 All species banded. 



Fontenelle 

Boyer Chute 

Species 

Total 

Total 

Yellow-billed Cuckoo 

1 

2 

Red-headed Woodpecker 

16 

10 

Red-bellied Woodpecker 

10 

19 

Downy Woodpecker 

50 

26 

Hairy Woodpecker 

9 

7 

Northern Flicker 

15 

18 

Eastern Wood-Pewee 

13 

18 

Yellow-bellied Flycatcher 


1 

Acadian Flycatcher 

1 

1 

Alder Flycatcher 


10 

"Traill's" Flycatcher 


5 

Willow Flycatcher 

2 

10 

Least Flycatcher 

3 


Great Crested Flycatcher 

11 

16 

Eastern Kingbird 

1 

21 

Warbling Vireo 


31 

Red-eyed Vireo 

13 

1 

Blue Jay 

31 

35 

Tree Swallow 


7 

Northern Rough-winged Swallow 


10 

Bam Swallow 


3 

Black-capped Chickadee 

77 

56 

Tufted Titmouse 

5 


White-breasted Nuthatch 

15 

26 

Brown Creeper 

6 


House Wren 

198 

232 

Carolina Wren 

4 

1 

Eastern Bluebird 

5 

36 

Swainson's Hirush 

2 


Wood Thmsh 

4 

9 

America Robin 

103 

156 

Gray Catbird 

11 

79 

Brown Thrasher 

1 

24 

European Starling 

59 

4 

Cedar Waxwing 


8 

Ovenbird 

2 

1 

Prothonotary Warbler 

1 


Black & White Warbler 

1 


Mourning Warbler 

1 


Common Yellowthroat 

7 

71 

American Redstart 

3 

1 

Northern Pamia 

2 


Yellow Warbler 

2 

3 

Yellow-throated Warbler 

1 


Eastern Towhee 

3 
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Fontenelle 

Boyer Chute 

Species 

Total 

Total 

Field Sparrow 


28 

Grasshopper Sparrow 


5 

Song Sparrow 


3 

Lincoln's Sparrow 

1 


Northern Cardinal 

21 

22 

Rose-breasted Grosbeak 

5 

101 

Indigo Bunting 

26 

10 

Dickcissel 


13 

Common Grackle 

12 

8 

Brown-headed Cowbird 

14 

5 

Orchard Oriole 


219 

Baltimore Oriole 

37 

145 

American Goldfinch 

4 

36 

Total All Years 

809 

1553 


Age ratio percentages for the top ten banded birds are shown in Table 3. Owing to 
the more advanced ageing protocol instituted by IBP over the time span, the FONT 
birds were aged with more general criteria resulting in higher numbers of After 
Hatch Years (AHYs) and Unknowns (UNKs) than were recorded at BOCH. Sex 
ratios for all birds banded are pretty evenly split at FONT: male 32%, female 37%, 
and unknown 31%. At BOCH females were slightly more common; males 36%, 
females 42% and unknown 22%. This could be a product of the more in-depth 
coding analysis. Table 4 presents some of the older birds by station; only migratory 
species were considered. The two oldest birds, over 10 years, were an Eastern 
Towhee banded in FONT by Ruth Green in 1986 before the MAPS station was 
established and an Orchard Oriole quite faithful to its BOCH site beginning in 2004 
as an After Second Year (ASY) bird. 

The information provided by the MAPS program is proving very useful in 
developing land management ethics nationwide and very interesting on a local basis 
for our knowledge of Nebraska breeding birds. Some observations raise questions 
for further study, such as the apparent larger number in some species of females 
recaptured within a year compared to males and the also seemingly larger number of 
males recaptured in subsequent years compared to females. This might indicate the 
roles of the female's site fidelity and the male’s site selection. 

These two stations were operated by banders Betty Grenon, Craig Hensley and Rick 
Schmid. Volunteer assistance over 20 years included the following: Patty Albright, 
Elliott Bedows, Jim Beebe, Ruth Bentzinger, Sharon Draper, Bob Fuchs, Lois 
Inskeep, Anna Keenan, Marge Knudsen, Jason Krug, Tad keeper, Lorinda Langner, 
Jessica Larson, Don Maas, Sue Mattix, Jay Parsons, Jay Schneider, Michelle 
Widhalm, and Penny Zahurones. Thanks also go to Fontenelle Forest and the Boyer 
Chute National Wildlife Refiige for support and access to their properties. 
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2011 (23rd) REPORT OF THE NOU RECORDS COMMITTEE 


Compiled by Mark A. Brogie 
NOU Records Committee Chairperson 
508 Seeley Street, Box 316 
Creighton, Nebraska 68729 


The functions and methods of the Nebraska Ornithologists’ Union Records 
Committee (NOURC) are described in its bylaws (NOURC 2010). The committee’s 
purpose is to provide a procedure for documenting unusual bird sightings and to 
establish a list of all documented birds for Nebraska. Accidental and casual species 
for which the NOURC seeks documentation (NOURC Review List) can be found at 
the NOU website www.NOUbirds.org. 

All records mentioned here are available to interested persons at the NOU 
archives at the University of Nebraska State Museum (UNSM), Lincoln, NE. 
Interested parties should contact the current NOU Librarian, whose address can be 
found in the latest issue of The Nebraska Bird Review (NBR). 


State List: 

The “Official List of the Birds of Nebraska” was first published in 1988 
(NOU 1988) and has been updated three times (NOURC 1997, 2004, 2009a). The 
“Official List” has been appended twenty-one times: (Mollhoff 1989; Grenon 1990, 
1991; Gubanyi 1996a, 1996b, 1996c; Brogie 1997, 1998, 1999, 2003, 2004, 2005, 
2006, 2007,2008, 2009a, 2009b, 2010; Jorgensen 2001,2002,2003). The American 
Ornithologists’ Union Checklist of North American Birds, Seventh Edition (1998) 
and its following supplements (AOU: 2000, 2002, 2003, 2004, 2005, 2006, 2007, 
2008, 2009, 2010, 2011) have made many taxonomic changes affecting Nebraska 
birds. This report covers all revisions made by the AOU in 2011 affecting changes 
in taxonomic status of species on the most recent published “Official List of the 
Birds of Nebraska: 2009” (NOURC 2009a, www.NOUbirds.org), This report 
includes all accounts submitted during the 2011 calendar year covering 51 records 
with accession numbere 1392-1441. 


Criteria for Accepted Records: 

In order for a record to be accepted, a minimum of six votes in favor is 
required with no more than one dissenting vote (NOURC 2010). Records in the 
following categories are classified as accepted: 
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I-S - a diagnostic, labeled specimen exists 

I-P - diagnostic, labeled photographic evidence exists 

I-R “ diagnostic, labeled recording exists 

II - three or more independently written diagnostic documentations of the same 
HI - one or two independently written diagnostic documentations of the same bird 
exist 


Each account of an accepted record includes a brief statement noting the 
species, class, date, location, and initials of observer(s). 

This report summarizes all records accessioned in 2011, discusses any new 
additions to the state list, and reports any changes in firmness of data of Nebraska 
birds. Additionally, the report reflects changes in frequency of occurrence, as 
determined by the NOU Records Committee, which reviewed records of bird 
occurrences in Nebraska for 2002-2011. Frequency of occurrence is indicated by the 
following terms (NGURC 2009a): 

Regular - acceptably reported in 9-10 of the past 10 years. 

Casual - acceptably reported in 4-7 of the past 10 years. 

Accidental - acceptably reported in 0-2 of the past 10 years. 

Extirpated - not acceptably reported in the past 50 years. 

Extinct - no longer found alive anywhere in the world. 

The frequency of occurrence for any species that is acceptably reported in 3 
or 8 of the last 10 years is discussed by the committee and placed in a category felt 
most appropriate by the committee. With this report, the following changes are 
made to the “Official List of the Birds of Nebraska: 2009” (NOURC 2009a). 


2011 Additions to State List: 

There were no new species added in 2011. 

The “Official List of the Birds of Nebraska” stands at 455 species. 


Changes Involving Nebraska Species Due to Taxonomic Revisions 
and/or Changes in English or Scientiflc Names Based on AOU 2011: 


The following changes are made in the taxonomic order in the “Official List 
of the Birds of Nebraska”. 

The Fiffy-second supplement to the American Ornithologists’ Union Check¬ 
list of North American Birds 2011, Auk 128(3): 600-613 has been published. The 
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following are changes to the “Official List of the Birds of Nebraska” 
(www.noubirds.org). 

1. Common Moorhen {Gallinula chloropus) changes common and scientific 
name to: Common Gallinule {Gallinula galeata). 

2. Snowy Plover {Charadrius alexandrinus) changes scientific name to: 
{Charadrius nivosus). 

3. The following are the changes in scientific names and the new sequence to the 
Parulidae of Nebraska: 

Ovenbird {Seiurus aurocapilld) 

Worm-eating Warbler {Helmitheros vermivorum) 

Louisiana Waterthrush {Parkesia motacilla) 

Northern Waterthrush {Parkesia noveboracensis) 

Golden-winged Warbler {Vermivora chrysoptera) 

Blue-winged Warbler {Vermivora cyanoptera) 

Black-and-white Warbler {Mniotilta varid) 

Prothonotary Warbler {Protonotaria citred) 

Swainson’s Warbler {Limnothlypis swainsonif) 

Tennessee Warbler {Oreothlypis peregrind) 

Orange-crowned Warbler {Oreothlypis celata) 

Nashville Warbler {Oreothlypis ruficapilla) 

Virginia’s Warbler {Oreothlypis virginiae) 

Connecticut Warbler {Oporornis agilis) 

MacGillivray’s Warbler {Geothlypis tolmiei) 

Mourning Warbler {Geothlypis Philadelphia) 

Kentucky Warbler {Geothlypis formosd) 

Common Yellowthroat {Geothlypis trichas) 

Hooded Warbler {Setophaga citrind) 

American Redstart {Setophaga ruticilla) 

Cape May Warbler {Setophaga tigrina) 

Cerulean Warbler {Setophaga cerulea) 

Northern Parula {Setophaga americana) 

Magnolia Warbler {Setophaga magnolia) 

Bay-breasted Warbler {Setophaga castaned) 

Blackburnian Warbler {Setophaga fused) 

Yellow Warbler {Setophaga petechia) 

Chestnut-sided Warbler {Setophaga pensylvanica) 

Blackpoll Warbler {Setophaga striata) 

Black-throated Blue Warbler {Setophaga caerulescens) 

Palm Warbler {Setophaga palmarum) 

Pine Warbler {Setophaga pinus) 

Yellow-rumped Warbler {Setophaga coronata) 

Yellow-throated Warbler {Setophaga dominica) 
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Prairie Warbler (Setophaga discolor) 

Grace’s Warbler {Setophagagraciae) 

Black-throated Gray Warbler {Setophaga nigrescens) 
Townsend’s Warbler {Setophaga townsendi) 

Hermit Warbler {Setophaga occidentalis) 
Black-throated Green Warbler {Setophaga virens) 
Canada Warbler {Cardellina canadensis) 

Wilson’s Warbler {Cardellinapusilla) 
Yellow-breasted Chat {Icteria virens) 


Pre-2011 Accepted Records; 

Mew Gull {Lanis canus) 

1. A written report (Class III, BH) was received of a single bird in adult winter 
(definitive basic) plumage on Lake Yankton, Cedar Co., 28 November 2010. 
Accession # 1405. 

Pine Warbler {Setophaga pinus) 

1. A photograph (Class I-P, SW) was received of a single bird at Branched Oak 
Lake, Lancaster Co., 02 October 2010. Accession # 1396. 


2011 Accepted Records: 

Brait {Branta bernicla) 

1. A sub-adult bird was photographed (Class I-P, PD) at Lake Hastings, Adams 
Co., 04 March 2011. This bird was of the taxon B. b. nigricans, and 
represents the first NE spring record for this western North American migrant. 
Accession # 1392. 

Eurasian Wigeon {Anas penelope) 

1. A written description (Class III, MAB) was received of an adult male at 
LaPlatte Bottoms, Sarpy Co., 15 May 2011. Accession #1413. 

Red-throated Loon {Gavia stellata) 

1. An adult in winter plumage was photographed (Class I-P, RD) on Lewis and 
Clark Lake in Yankton Co., SD, and continuously observed (MAB) as it 
moved into Knox Co., NE., 27 March 2011, where it was seen (RD) the 
following day. Accession # 1393. 

2. The above bird was initially discovered and photographed (Class 1-P, BH) on 
Lake Yankton, Cedar Co., before it was observed flying over the north end of 
Gavins Point Dam and over Lewis and Clark Lake, Knox Co., 25 March 2011. 
Accession # 1404. 
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Glossy Ibis (Plegadis falcinellus) 

1. A written description (Class III, MAB) was received of a single bird observed 
with other ibis on a playa SE of Creighton, Antelope Co., 27 April 2011. 
Accession # 1407. 

2. An adult bird was photographed (Class 1-P, PD) in Clay Co., 29 April 2011. 
Accession # 1409. 

3. A single adult bird was photographed (Class I-P, JGJ) at Kissinger WMA, 
Clay Co., 04 May 2011. Accession # 1411. 

4. A single adult (possibly the above bird) was photographed (Class I-P, PD) at 
Kissinger WMA, Clay Co., 17 May 2011. Accession # 1414. 

5. A single adult bird was photographed (Class I-P, JGJ) at Moger WMA, Clay 
Co., 12 May 2011. Accession # 1416. 

Common Gallinule {Gallinula galeata) 

1. A single bird was observed (Class III, EB) at Whitehead Saline Wetlands in 
Lincoln, Lancaster Co., 25-26 April 2011. Accession # 1406. 

2. A bird “...that stood out from the coots..was observed (Class III, JT) at the 
NE comer of Carter Lake, Douglas Co., 22 April 2011. Accession # 1410. 

3. A description (Class III, BF) was received of a single bird observed at 
LaPlatte Bottoms Marsh, Sarpy Co., 18 May 2011. Accession # 1422. 

Red Knot (Calidris canutus) 

1. A written description (Class III, MAB) was received of a juvenile bird 
observed at Lazy River Acres, Knox Co., 09 September 2011. Accession # 
1427. 

Red Phalarope {Phalaropus fulicarius) 

1. A breeding plumaged female was photographed (Class I-P, JGJ) near the 
intersection of Roads Q & 2 in York Co., 21 May 2011. Accession #1418. 

Black-legged Kittiwake {Rissa tridactyla) 

1. A first winter bird was photographed (Class I-P, DP) at Lake McConaughy, 
Keith Co., 28 March 2011. Accession # 1394. 

Laughing Gull {Leucophaeus atricilld) 

1. A first-year bird was photographed (Class I-P, JGJ) at Lake Ogallala, Keith 
Co., 27 May 2011. Accession # 1419. 

Mew Gull {Larvs canus) 

1. A photograph (Class I-P, PD) was received of a single bird in adult winter 
(definite basic) plumage on the Alma Sewage Lagoon, Harlan Co., 11 
November 2011. Accession # 1435. 

2. A second winter (basic II) bird was photographed (Class I-P, LJ via MAB) 
below Gavins Point Dam, Cedar Co., 05 December 2011. Accession # 1437. 

3. The above bird (# 2) was initially found and photographed (Class I-P, DS) 
below Gavins Point Dam, Cedar Co., 02 December 2011. Accession # 1438. 
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4. An adult winter bird was photographed (Class I-P, PD) at Lake McConaughy, 
Keith Co., 09 December 2011. Accession # 1439. 

Iceland Gull {Larus glaucoides) 

1. A written description (Class III, BF) was received of a first winter bird 
observed at Lake Ogallala, Keith Co., 17 March 2011. Accession # 1402. 

White-eyed Vireo (Vireo griseus) 

1. A written description (Class III, JG) was received of an adult bird observed at 
Hughes Pond, Seward Co., 11 May 2011. Accession # 1412. 

2. A westward adult bird was observed (Class III, MAB) at Imperial, Chase Co., 
03 October 2010. 

Smith’s Longspur (Calcariuspictus) 

1. A single male bird was observed (Class III, MAB) east of Creighton, Knox 
Co., 02 April 2011. Accession # 1395. 

2. A written description (Class III, CK) was received of a group of 11 birds 
observed at Wachiska Berg Prairie, south of Talmage, Nemaha Co., 01 
November 2011. Accession # 1434. 

Cape May Warbler {Setophaga tigrind) 

1. An adult male was photographed (Class I-P, PD) in Hastings, Adams Co., 17 
May 2011. Accession # 1415. 

2. An adult male was photographed (Class I-P, JGJ) in Seward, Seward Co., 14 
May 2011. Accession #1417. 

Pine Warbler {Setophagapinus) 

1. A written description (Class III, RH) was received of a singing adult male at 
Gremlin Cove Park, Harlan Co., 17 April 2011. Accession # 1403. 

Cassin’s Finch {Carpodacus cassinii) 

1. A hatching-year bird was netted, banded, and photographed (Class I-P, CW) 
at Wildcat Hills SRA, Scotts Bluff Co., 09 September 2011. Accession # 

1429. 

2. A second Cassin’s Finch was netted, banded, and photographed (Class I-P, 
CW) at Wildcat Hills SRA, Scotts Bluff Co., 16 September 2011. Accession # 

1430. 

Lesser Goldfinch {Spinus psaltria) 

1. Two black-backed males were photographed (Class I-P, JGJ) at Wright’s Gap, 
Banner Co., 19 August 2011. Accession # 1424. 

2. A single black-backed male was photographed (Class I-P, RT) in Cedar 
Canyon, Scotts Bluff Co., 23 August 2011. Accession # 1425. 

3. A black-backed male was netted, banded, and photographed (Class I-P, CW) 
at Wildcat Hills SRA, Scotts Bluff Co., 06 September 2011. Accession # 
1428. 
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Evening Grosbeak (Coccothraustes vespertinus) 

1. A male bird (with three females) was photographed (Class I-P, TH) at Halsey 
National Forest, Thomas Co., 11 April 2011. Accession # 1401. 


Unaccepted Records: 

Records in the following categories are considered unaccepted (NOURC 

2010 ): 

IV - probably correct, but not beyond reasonable doubt. 

V - a record with insufficient evidence to support the identification claimed. 

VI - a probable released or escaped bird or mistaken identification. 

Each account of an unaccepted record includes a brief statement noting the 
species, class, date, location, and reasons for the committee’s non-acceptance of the 
record. 


Unaccepted Records (Received in 2011): 

Glossy Ibis (Plegadis falcinellus) 

1. A description of a bin! observed at Harvard WPA, Clay Co., 17 April was very 
suggestive of the species, but lacked sufficient details for approval. Class IV. 
Accession# 1408. 

Greater Sage-Grouse {Centrocercus urophasianus) 

1. A 1951 written account of “...a large male sage grouse in full display...” by a 
veiy qualified (now deceased) observer lacked any additional description and 
was not approved. This record will be discussed in the future. Class IV. 
Accession # 1431. 

Crested Caracara {Caracara cheriway) 

1. A description of a bird observed north of 1-80 and Milford Interchange, 
Seward Co., 20-21 August 2011 was very suggestive of the species, but lacked 
sufficient details for approval to qualify as the first state record. Class V. 
Accession # 1426. 

Black-backed Woodpecker {Picoides arcticus) 

1. A description was received of single “adult, probably female” bird observed at 
Smith Lake SWMA, Sheridan Co., 25 June 2011. Several reviewers felt that 
this record was probably correct, but not beyond reasonable doubt, due to the 
brevity of the sighting and lack of definitive evidence to constitute a first state 
record. Class IV. Accession # 1420. 
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Non-Review Records Submitted in 2011 Filed Without Votes: 

The following records are those of species not on the NOURC Review List. 

They have been accessioned due to other circumstances (out-of range, non-normal 

date of occurrence, imusual nesting record, etc.) and filed without NOURC votes. 

Black-necked Stilt {Himantopus mexicanus) 

1. Photographs (BH) were filed of a stilt nest with eggs, near K Ave. & Hwy 35 
in Dakota Co., 03 August, 2011, providing a remarkable extralimital nesting 
record for the species. Accession # 1423. 

Dunlin {Calidris alpina) 

1. A photograph (PD) of a bird at Lake McConaughy, Keith Co., 09 December 
2011 was filed. Accession # 1440. 

Cassin’s Vireo (Vireo cassini) 

1. One of two birds observed was photographed (JGJ) at the Bushnell Cemetery, 
Kimball Co., 01 June 2011. This represents the first spring record for this 
species in Nebraska. Accession# 1432. 

Rock Wren (Salpinctes obsoletus) 

1. Photographs (BD via NR) of one of two eastward birds found near 84th and 
Pacific Streets in Omaha, Douglas Co., 05 May 2011 were filed. Accession # 
1421. 

Cerulean Warbler (Setophaga cerulea) 

1. A written description (JJ) of an “immature or female” in rural Dixon Co., 24 
October 2011 was filed Accession # 1433. 

Rose-breasted Grosbeak {Pheucticus ludovicianus) 

1. Photographs (AS) of a male in winter plumage in Omaha, Douglas Co., 19 
December 2011 were filed. Accession #1441 

Baltimore Oriole {Icterus galbula) 

1. Photographs (JT) of a first-winter male at a feeder in Omaha, Douglas Co., 03 
December 2011 were filed. Accession # 1436. 


Records Submitted in 2011 Still Under Review: 

Hooded Crane {Grus monachd) 

1. Accession numbers 1397, 1398, 1399, & 1400 of this species are still imder 
review. The investigation as to the possibility of this individual being an 
escaped or released bird continues. 
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FALL FIELD REPORT, August-November 2012 
Compiled by W. Ross Silcock 
P.O. Box 57, Tabor, lA 51653 
siicock@rosssilcock.com 


INTRODUCTION 


Some of you may be curious about the sources of sightings I use to compile these 
reports. The primaiy sources are reports posted to NEBirds, the Nebraska listserv, 
along with the full reports (early and late dates, peak counts for all species) sent by a 
few faithful reporters around the state. The latter reports are very useful overviews 
of movements in the reporters’ regions. Lately, thanks to a suggestion by Clem 
Klaphake, I have been receiving the eBird daily rarity report for Nebraska which I 
find to be an excellent check against reports posted to NEBirds, while providing a 
few additional reports of interest As eBird bwomes a major depository and source 
of data, how and to what extent these data can be utilized by seasonal reporters and 
state records committees is a topic under serious discussion. More on that as it 
unfolds. 

In these reports, I often cite “early dates” and “late dates”. These follow the style 
in Birds of Nebraska (Sharpe et al., 2001) and refer to the first or last set of 
accumulated dates that are within a few days of each other, preferably 3 or fewer, 
and so presumably define a sort of “consensus” arrival or departure date. 

Now to the birds. This was an interesting fall in several ways. Raptor 
enthusiasts were excited about Harris’s Hawk and Crested Caracara reports, while 
nesting Mississippi Kites, Broad-winged Hawks, and Ospreys added interest. 

An amazing number of wood-warblers were found in the west, notably such 
rarities as Tennessee, Nashville, Magnolia, Bay-breasted, Chestnut-sided, and 
Blackburnian. I often think that the best way to find these “eastern” birds is to go 
west! A few wood-warblers arrived early: Black-and-white, Tennessee, Nashville, 
and Mourning. 

Perh^s most exciting was the appearance of almost the full suite of Rocky 
Mountain birds and “winter finches” that are somewhat expected firom time to time, 
with Pine Grosbeak the only exception. Steller’s Jay, Mountain Chickadee, Cassin’s 
Finch, and Evening Grosbeak were out west. Red and White-winged Crossbills were 
in the east, and Common Redpoll was essentially statewide. 


Read on! 
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ABBREVIATIONS 
ad: adult 

ADF: Arbor Day Farm, Nebraska City 
BOL: Branched Oak L, Lancaster Co 
CBL; Capitol Beach L, Lincoln 
Cem: Cemetery 
Co(s): County(ies) 

CLNWR: Crescent L NWR, Garden Co 
fern: female 

FF: Fontenelle Forest, Sarpy Co 

GPD: Gavins Point Dam, F^ox/Cedar Cos 

HCR: Harlan Co Res SRA, Harlan Co 

imm: immature 

juv; juvenile 

L; Lake 

LM: L McConaughy, Keith Co 

LO: L Ogallala (includes contiguous Keystone L), Keith Co 

m. ob.: many observers 

NC: Nature Center 

NM: National Monument 

NWR: National Wildlife Refuge 

NOLI: Nebraska Ornithologists’ Union 

PL: Pawnee L, Lancaster Co 

Res: Reservoir 

PSP; Ponca SP, Dixon Co 

RWB: Rainwater Basin, including parts of Phelps, Hamilton, York, Clay, 
Fillmore, and Thayer Cos 
SCP: Spring Creek Prairie, Lancaster Co 
SHP; State Historical Park 
SL: Sewage Lagoon(s) 

SP: State Park 

SRA: State Recreation Area 

WHNC: Wildcat Hills NC, Scotts Bluff Co 

WMA: (State) Wildlife Management Area 

WP: Wilderness Park, Lincoln 

WPA: (Federal) Waterfowl Production Area 

WSR: Wind Springs Ranch, Sioux Co 


GAZETTEER 
Carter L: Omaha 

Jack Siim: Jack Sinn Memorial WMA, Lancaster and Saunders Cos 
Sandhills: large area of sand-based prairie in north-central Nebraska 
Wanahoo L: Saunders Co 
Wehrspaim L: Sarpy Co 
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OBSERVERS 

AD: Ann Duey, Scottsbluff 

AK: Alice Kenitz, Gering 

AP; Andrew Pierson, Gering 

AR: Anne Rau, Cleveland, OH 

ARy: A1 Reyer, Bellevue 

AS: Ami Sheffield, Omaha 

B&DW: Bruce & Donna Walgren, Casper, WY 

B&KG: Bob & Kathi Gerten, Burwell 

BE: Betsy Finch, Lincoln 

BFH: Bill F. Huser, South Sioux City 

BG: Betty Grenon, Bellevue 

BS: Becky Simpson, Mitchell 

BW: Ben Wheeler, Ord 

CH; Carr Heaney, Om^a 

CNK: Clem N. Klaphake, Bellevue 

CWH: C. W. Huntley, Ogallala 

D&CN: Don & Colleen Noecker, Albion 

D&JP: Don & Jan Paseka, Ames 

DB: Denise Baer, Tilden 

DH: Dave Heidt, Norfolk 

DL: Dan Leger, Lincoln 

DLe: Denise Lewis, Omaha 

DSt: Dave Stage, Elkhom 

EA: Edward Allen, Lincoln 

EB: Ed Brogie, Wayne 

EBe: Eric Bents, Omaha 

ET: Edward Tickle, Lincoln 

G&WH: Glen & Wanda Hoge, Alma 

GA: Gladys Arnett, Oshkosh 

GR: Gary Roberts, Fremont 

GW: Gabe Wilson, Ogallala 

HH: Helen Harvey, Sioux City 

HKH: Helen K. Hughson, Mitchell 

JB: Jay Belsan, Ogallala 

JC: John Carlini, Lincoln 

JCB: Jon C. Barber, Lincoln 

JD: Jeff Drahota, Lincoln 

JED: James E. Ducey, Lincoln 

JG: Joe Gubanyi, Seward 

JGr: Jonas Grundman, Omaha 

JGJ: Joel G. Jorgensen, Lincoln 

JJ: Jan Johnson, Wakefield 

JL: Jeny Ledbetter, Agate 

JLC: Jill Liske-Clark, Grand Island 

JLL: Jeanine L. Lackey, Doniphan 
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JMc: John McCaw, Milwaukee, W1 

JO: Jim Ochsner, Ogallala 

JR: Justin Rink, Omaha 

JT: Jerry Toll, Omaha 

JWH: John W. Hall, Omaha 

KD: Kathy DeLara, Mitchell 

KM: Karen Marx, La Vista 

KS; Kent Skaggs, Kearney 

L&BP: Loren & Babs Padelford, Bellevue 

LA: Leif Anderson, Hector, AR 

LD: Lauren Dinan, Lincoln 

LDe: Linda Deeds, North Platte 

LE: Larry Einemann, Lincoln 

LF: Larry Falk, Nebraska City 

LJ: Linda Jones, Oshkosh 

LJH: Luke Hamilton, Bridgeport 

LR: Lanny Randolph, Minden 

MB: Mark Brogie, Creighton 

MK: Meredith Kubie, Blair 

ML: Marian Langan, Lincoln 

MM: Melanie Mancuso, ScottsblufF 

MN: Marsha Nyffeler, Columbus 

MS: Marie Smith, Gering 

MSS: Mary S. Shoemaker, Ainsworth 

NR: Neal Ratzlaff, Omaha 

PC: Pat Cole, Lincoln 

PM: Pete Maslowski, South Bend 

PS: Phil Swanson, Papillion 

R&SW: Ron & Susan Whitney, Lincoln 

RB: Roland Barth, Bellevue 

RE: Rick Eades, Lincoln 

RH: Robin Harding, Minden 

RM: Robert Manning, Omaha 

RS: Rick Schmid, Omaha 

RSg: Ruben Siegfried, ScottsblufF 

RSt: Ruth Steams, Lincoln 

SM: Steve Morris, Grand Island 

SMa: Sam Manning, Omaha 

SS: Shari Schwartz, Lincoln 

TC: Tim Cooper, San Diego, CA 

TEL: Thomas E. Labedz, Lincota 

TF: Timothy French, Omaha 

TG: Tom Gannon, Lincoln 

TH: Tim Hajda, Broken Bow 

TJW: T.J. Walker, Brady 

TW: Tom Wittman, LaVista 

VC: Virginia Clark, North Platte 
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WF: William Flack, Kearney 
WRS: W. Ross Silcock, Tabor, lA 


SPECIES ACCOUNTS 

Black-bellied Whistling-Duck: One was near Holdrege from around 25 Sep (JD 
frde JGJ) through 8 Oct (KS), This is Nebraska’s 15th record for this 
increasingly-reported summer visitor. 

Greater White-fronted Goose: One summered in Dakota Co (BFH); such reports 
are rare in the east. Another at HCR 16 Aug (G&WH) was with a group that 
included Snow Geese and Canada Geese; it “probably summered” there 
(G&WH). There are summer reports of likely injured birds most years, usually 
from central Nebraska. Migrants arrived on time, with the first flock of flyovers 
in Butler Co 15 Oct (CNK); no large numbers were reported. 

Snow Goose: The goose group at HCR included 3 Snows, present 5 Aug-10 Oct 
(G&WH); these birds, as well as singles at BOL 24 Aug and 15 Sep (LE), in 
Dakota Co 8 Sep (BFH), and in Butler Co 18 Sep (CNK), continue a pattern of 
rather common summer reports of stragglers or possibly veiy early migrants. 
No large flocks were reported before the end of the period. 

Ross's Goose: One in Hall Co 7 Oct (TC) was likely an early migrant, although Hall 
Co has hosted 3 of the 4 previous summer records. There were 6 fiirdier reports 
of only 7 birds before the end of the period (m. ob.). 

Cackling Goose: Few had arrived before the end of the period; peak counts aie 
around the end of Oct. 

Canada Goose: Reports were routine for this abundant statewide fall migrant. 

Mute Swan: Two ads were at a pond near Zorinsky L, Omaha, 30 Oct-4 Nov (AS 
photo; TW), continuing a series of reports of two birds that began with the 
arrival of two immatures in fall 2008. It seems likely these are the same birds, 
but as no young have been seen, they may be of the same gender. Due to die 
aggressive nature of these birds during breeding season, it is probably a good 
thing for other waterfowl and humans that a breeding population has not yet 
established. Another two were on the pond at Wyuka Cem, Lincoln, 14 Oct 
(RSt). 

Trumpeter Swan: This species breeds throughout most of the Sandhills; 21 were 
counted on a drive through die western Sandhills 18-19 Sep (JGJ, LD). Fall 
flocking was in progress by late Nov; 50 were at Swan L, Arthur Co, 25 Nov 
(WF) and 50+ were on a pond west of Merriman 29 Nov (D&CN). 

Tundra Swan: Albeit rare. Tundras were once the “default” swan species during fall 
migration. That position is now held by the increasingly numerous Trumpeter 
Swan. Identification of Tundras can be tricky, but 2 reports during peak 
migration time for diis species were received that can be considered coirect: an 
ad and 2 whitish imms were in Burt Co 12 Nov (EBe) and 3 ads and 2 imms 
were in Otoe Co 21 Nov (JG). Imm Trumpeter Swans are still rather dark in 
color in Nov. 

Wood Duck: Reports were routine for this common statewide breeder. 
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Gadwall: Best count was the 1128 in Lancaster Co 28 Oct (LE); high fall counts 
range up to 5800. 

American Wigeon: Reports were routine for this common statewide migrant 

American Black Duck: Few of this rare fall migrant have been reported in recent 
years; most arrive in late fall with Mallards. One in Burt Co 1 Nov (EBe) was 
the 6th-earliest on record. 

Mallard: A fern with 3 “fuzzies” in Burt Co 16 Aug (CNK) was a rather late brood. 

Blue-winged Teal: Repoifs were routine for this abundant fall migrant. 

Cinnamon Teal: Fall sightings are few as birds molt and leave the state rather early. 
One was in Sheridan Co 17 Aug (WF); last dates are in Sep. 

Northern Shoveler: First noted for fall were 5 early birds at PL 6 Aug (LE). True 
migration takes place beginning in Sep, and so these were presumably post 
primary-molt males or failed breeders. 

Northern Pintail: As with Northern Shoveler, small groups may appear in Aug; up 
to 9 were at Jack Sinn 16-20 Aug (LE, JGJ) and 3 were at BOL 24 Aug (LE). 

Green-winged Teal: This species accounts for many of the groups of “brown ducks” 
seen in late summer at favored ponds and lakes. Three were at Oliver Res 17 
Aug (JJ) and one was at Hildreth SL 26 Aug (LR, RH); few breed in Nebraska. 

Canvasback: This species breeds in low numbers in the western Sandhills, thought 
in the 1990s to be no more than 20 pairs, and so the counts of 18 at CLNWR and 
29 at Swede L, Grant Co, 7-8 Aug (JGJ, LD) were encouraging. By 10 Oct, 
“hundreds” were in the western Sandhills (JGJ, LD). 

Redhead: A pair at Hildreth SL 26 Aug (LR, RH) were early. 

Ring-necked Duck: Reports were routine for tiiis abundant statewide fall migrant. 

Greater Scaup: There were 6 reports of this uncommon statewide migrant involving 
at least 12 birds: a fern in Dakota Co 22-24 Oct (BFH), 1-3 at BOL 2-9 Nov 
(LE), 3 at Wanahoo 13 Nov (JGJ), 2 at Yutan SL 18 Nov (CNK), and 3 at Carter 
L 24 Nov (RS, BG), a nmmal fall migration. 

Lesser Scaup: The single at CLNWR 6 Sep (JGJ, LD) may have been an early 
migrant, although breeding occurs there on occasion. The 1035 at BOL 6 Nov 
(LE) was a good count; highs range up to 3450. 

Surf Scoter: Some 7 singles were reported, a good showing. An imm was on LO 10 
Oct (JGJ, LD), only 5 days later than record early. Singles were reported in the 
GPD area 26 Oct, 3 Nov, and 18 Nov (MB), an ad fern was in Pierce Co 28-29 
Oct (MB, EB), an obliging fern was on a small pond in western Sarpy Co 16-19 
Nov (DSt, m.ob.), and one was at CBL 18 Nov (LE). 

White-winged Scoter: The 7 reported was a good showing for this species also; one 
was at Offiitt Base L, Sarpy Co, 22 Oct (ARy), 1-2 fem/imms were at PL 28 Oct 
(LE), an ad male and an imm were at LM 20 Nov (TJW), one was at Maloney L, 
Lincoln Co, 20 Nov (TJW), and a fern was at BOL 22 Nov (LA). 

Black Scoter: Generally the rarest of the scoters, only 3 were reported. One at BOL 
7 Oct (LE) was 2nd-eariiest on record, another was there 7 Nov (GR), and one 
was in southern Lancaster Co 17 Nov (LE). 

Long-tailed Duck: Three singles were reported, about the norm: one at Alma SL 2 
Nov (KS), one at GPD 18 Nov (MB), and an ad fern at Valparaiso SL 29-30 
Nov (CNK, RSt, LE). 

BufHehead: Reports were routine for this common statewide fall migrant. 
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Common Goldeneye: Reports were routine for this common statewide fall migrant. 

Hooded Merganser: Reports were routine for this common statewide fall migrant, 
less common westward. 

Common Merganser: Reports were routine for this abundant statewide fall migrant. 

Red-breasted Merganser: Reports were routine for this uncommon statewide fall 
migrant. 

Ruddy Duck: The 130 at North Platte SL 25 Sep (TJW) were a rather early large 
group; the 691 in Lancaster Co 7 Nov (LE) was impressive, but high fall counts 
are 1000+. 

Northern Bobwhite: Numbers are currently low in the southeast; best day’s count in 
Lancaster Co by an active observer was 17, on 19 Oct (LE). Northerly were 20 
in Valley Co 9 Sep (LR, RH). 

Gray Partridge: The 2 reports were from widely-separated areas of the state where 
populations persist. Two flew over near Crei^ton 1 Nov (MB), and 5 were 
seen on WSR 15 Nov (HKH); the latter population, while small, has continued 
for several years. 

Ring-necked Pheasant: Numbers were low in Dodge Co, where only one was seen 
during harvest by the farmer-observer (D&JP). 

Sharp-tailed Grouse: The 20+ at Niobrara SP, Knox Co, 24 Nov (MB) were near 
the eastern edge of their Nebraska range. 

Greater Prairie-Chicken: Reports were routine for this locally common native 
grassland species. 

Wild Turkey: This species is doing exceptionally well in Nebraska. It is expanding 
its range from the Pine Ridge to surrounding areas (B&DW), including Scotts 
Bluff Co, where the 36 in the observer’s yard 18 Aug was the most seen there 
for years (AK). A Nebraska Game and Parks biologist (TJW) noted: “They are 
everywhere... In the North Platte area you could probably easily see over a 
thousand in a morning if you tried, especially in the winter when they 
concentrate around feedlots and crop fields near timber.” A flock of 90 was in 
Saunders Co 30 Nov (LE). 

Red-throated Loon: There are only about 25 fall records; most in the east in early 
Nov. There were 3 reports: one at BOL 3 Nov (JGJ, RSt), 2 at GPD 3 Nov 
(MB), and 2 sightings of apparently the same bird at L Maloney, Lincoln Co, 9 
and 20 Nov (TJW), only the 3rd fall sighting away from the east. 

Pacific Loon: Usually a few more Pacific Loons than Red-throateds pass through 
each fall; this fall 4 were reported. Singles were at Willow Creek Res, Pierce 
Co, 28-30 Oct (MB, EB, JJ), at BOL 31 Oct-2 Nov (LE), on Lewis & Clmk L 
near GPD 4 Nov (MB et al), and at Wanahoo L 20-22 Nov (D&JP, GR, DSt). 

Common Loon: Reports were statewide from 28 Oct (MB) through the period and 
totaled about 80 individuals (m. ob.), including a record high 30 on Lewis & 
Clark L, Knox and Cedar Cos, 4 Nov (MB et al.) and 12 at BOL 9 Nov (JGJ). 

Pied-billed Grebe: Migration begins in mid-Aug, as exemplified by the 43 at 
Wehrspann L 16 Aug (CNK). 

Horned Grebe: Average numbers were reported statewide, about 80 in all, through 
the period beginning with one at Wehrspann L 21 Sep (CNK); best coimt was 
only 14, at BOL 31 Oct (LE). 
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Red-necked Grebe: This species is being reported more often in recent years and is 
now a regular but rare fall migrant; an ad was at LO 10 Oct (JGJ, LD), and 
singles were at Lewis & Clark L, Cedar Co, 3 Nov (MB) and BOL the same day 
(D&JP). 

Eared Grebe; Reports were routine for this common statewide migrant, less 
co mm on in the east. 

Western Grebe: LM is a fall staging area for this species; 7000-7500 were there 7 
Aug (JGJ, LD) and 28 Sep (CNK, WRS), down from expected peak counts, 
which usually occur around 1 Oct in the range of 20,000+. 

Clark’s Grebe: Easterly reports are rare; one in the GPD area 20 Oct (MB, BFH) is 
only the 7fti such fall report. Like Western Grebe, fall movement begins early, 
and so one at Winters Creek L, Scotts Bluff Co, 4 Aug (KD, details) was likely 
on the move. The only other report was of 2 in northern Sheridan Co 19 Oct 
(B&DW), within the breeding range. 

Double-crested Cormorant: Breeding was in progress at Goose L, CLNWR, 7 Aug, 
when 40 ads and 20 young juvs were present (JGJ, LD). This is a regular 
breeding site. Stragglers included singles at Offiitt Base L, Sarpy Co, 30 Nov, 
likely an injured bird seen there since summer (ARy), and 1-2 at PL 30 Nov 
(LE, RSt). 

American White Pelican: A fall record-tying count was the 3000 at Snyder Bend, 
Dakota Co, 8 Sep (BFH). 

American Bittern: Cell phone cameras are being used more often as their quality 
improves to document strange (and expected) occurrences; an American Bittern 
was captured posing beside a small bush at a downtown Omaha intersection 13 
Sep (TF). 

Least Bittern: None were reported; this is a rare fall migrant in the east. 

Great Blue Heron: Reports were routine for this common statewide summer and 
fall resident and migrant. 

Great Egret: One at Wagon Train L, Lancaster Co, 4 Nov (TG) was lOth-latest on 
record. This species is rare in fall in the west; one was at Box Butte Res, Dawes 
Co, 28 Sep (CNK, WRS). 

Snowy Egret: Reports were routine for this uncommon statewide fall migrant. 

Little Blue Heron: An imm in Hayes Co 30 Aug (WF) and one near Ogallala 6 Sep 
(CWH) were only the 3rd and 4th fall records from the western half of the state. 
There are no fell Panhandle records. The two additional reports this fall were of 
an ad in Clay Co 7 Aug (JGJ, LD) and an imm at BOL 31 Aug (LE). 

Cattle Egret: Numbers continue to be rather low; best counts were only 20 and 17, 
in Brown and Greeley Cos respectively (JGJ, LD). One near Niobrara 20 and 26 
Oct (MB) was rather late; last dates are in early Nov. 

Green Heron; Northerly and westerly were singles at Swan L, southeast Cherry Co, 
10 Aug (DH et al.) and at Bridgeport 20 Aug (LJH). There are few Panhandle 
records; breeding may have occurred in Garden Co in 1937, and there are 2 
previous North Platte Valley Panhandle records, one of these also from 
Bridgeport. Breeding has occurred in Cheny and Lincoln Cos, with most recent 
summer reports from the latter; there are few reports from Cherry Co. There are 
only 5 fall reports in all for the Panhandle. 
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Black-crowned Night-Heron: Reports were routine for this fairly common fall 
migrant. 

Yellow-crowned Night-Heron: The late summer “mini-invasion” extended into 
“fall”; 1-2 juvs continued at Jack Sinn through 17 Aug (JR, EA,ET), the 3 in 
Dakota Co were still present 16 Aug (BFH), and the imm in Dodge Co was still 
present 1 Aug (D&JP). Sightings from new locations were of 2 at Wanahoo L 

10 Aug (TG) and a juv in Nance Co 16-19 Aug (JJ, LR, RH). 

White-faced Ibis: Reports were routine for this fairly common statewide fall 
migrant 

Turkey Vulture: The 221 that flew over Blair in 75 minutes 13 Sep (DSt) was a 
good coimt; high fall counts are mostly estimates, in the range 200-300. 

Osprey: A new nest site was discovered this fall, the 4th known for the state: two 
birds were at a nest near Marina Landing, LM, 7 Aug (JGJ, LD). The 3 
previously known sites are near Keystone, Keith Co, near Riverside Zoo in 
Scotts Bluff Co, and at Winters Creek L, Scotts Bluff Co. All 3 sites have 
artificial nest platforms. This year, the Keystone site had 2 ads 19 Jun, but the 
platform was relocated and no re-nesting took place (GW); the Riverside site 
hatched young but severe weather in Jul apparently destroyed the nest and only 
2 ads (no young) were present 4 Aug (KD); and the Winters Creek L site 
platform had an ad and a flight-capable young bird feeding 4 Aug, but their 
provenance is unknown as neither of the two Winters Creek L platforms were in 
use for nesting during the summer (KD). 

Mississippi Kite: The nesting pair near 4th and Carr in North Platte raised one chick 
to fledging stage but it died and was found to be emaciated 29 Aug (TJW). 
Local observers indicated that the young bird had been fed only every 60-90 
minutes instead of the necessary 10-20 minutes, a consequence of the extreme 
drought in the area and lack of dragonflies, a major food source. Also, the early 
spring led to a cicada hatch too early for this food source to be useful to the kites 
(TJW). On the other hand, the Ogallala birds did very well; 36 were in the air 

11 Sep, apparently readying for departure (JO). Rare migrants in the east were 
an imm at PSP 3 Sep (TJW) and a juv flyover at FF 22 Sep (JT), the latter rather 
late. Last dates are 27 and 29 Sep and 1 Oct. 

Bald Eagle: Reports were routine for this fairly common statewide summer resident 
and common statewide fall migrant. 

Northern Harrier; One at Jack Sinn 16 Aug (LE) was rather early for a migrant; 
nesting may occur anywhere in the state. 

Sharp-shinned Hawk: First arrival reported was in Otoe Co 6 Sep (LF); earliest 
dates are in late Aug. 

Cooper’s Hawk: Reports were routine for this common statewide summer resident 
and fall migrant. 

Northern Goshawk: Singles of this rare migrant were at Niobrara SP, Knox Co, 26 
Oct (MB) and 24 Nov (MB). 

Harris’s Hawk: A major surprise was Nebraska’s third, a road-killed bird found in 
Lancaster Co 26 Oct (JCB fide JGJ; photo). There are 7 records for Kansas as 
well as a single nesting record in southwest Kansas. 
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This road-killed Harris’s Hawk, Nebraska’s third record, was found and photographed in 
Lancaster Co 26 Oct 2012 by Mrs. Jon C. Barber. 


Red-shouldered Hawk: After an apparently unsuccessful breeding attempt at PL in 
2009, there had been no reports from there until this fall, when a juv was seen 28 
Sep (LE) and singles were present 10 and 31 Oct (LE). There are no currently 
known active nesting sites in the state. 

Broad-winged Hawk: Migration begins generally in late Aug, and so sightings in 
early and mid-Aug in the Missouri River Valley may be of locally-fledged juvs 
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or breeding ads. In this category were 2 over Bellevue 5 Aug (ARy), 2 imms in 
southeast Washington Co 10 Aug (CNK), and 1-2 imms at FF 11-14 Aug 
(L&BP). One in Lancaster Co 16 Aug (LE) was likely a migrant, but breeding 
cannot be ruled out. 

Swainson’s Hawk: Rare in summer in the RWB, one was in Clay Co 7 Aug (JGJ, 
LD). Huge munbers can occur on occasion during fall, but unexpected was the 
aggregation of 500-1000 in Dawson Co 28 Sep (fide JGJ, photo). High fall 
counts on record are estimates, but include 4 previous reports of 1000+ birds, all 
4 in the veiy short period 29 Sep-2 Oct. 

Red-tailed Hawk; Both Harlan’s and Western forms were early; a Harlan’s in 
Lancaster Co 28 Sep (LE) was record early by one day, and a dark morph was 7 
days later than record early in Adams Co 30 Sep (LR, RH). 

Ferruginous Hawk: Easternmost report was of a juv near Niobrara 26 Oct (MB); 
there are only 10 fall records for the east, half of which are undocumented. 

Rough-legged Hawk: Reports were routine for this fairly common fall migrant. 

Golden Eagle: Reports were routine for this uncommon western resident. 

Yellow Rail: This elusive species can be flushed by walking through rank grass near 
a body of water; one such was at Prairie View L, Douglas Co, 3 Oct (JR). 
Anotlier was flushed at Wehrspann L in similar conditions 4 Oct 2010 (CNK; I 
apologize for omitting this record last year). These are only the 11th and 12th 
fall records. 

Virginia Rail: Reports were routine for this fairly common statewide fall migrant. 

Sora: It appears that breeding occurred in unusual habitat at FF; 2-5 were present 
along a swampy stream within a floodplain forest 27 Aug-10 Oct (RB, PS, JR, 
m. ob.), and photos (PS) suggest the presence of at least one juv. While these 
may have been migrants, the continuing presence of at least one smaller bird 
suggests otherwise. 

American Coot; The 8000 at LO 28 Sep (WRS, CNK) was the second-highest fall 
count on record after the 17,000+ in Lancaster Co Oct 2009. 

Sandhill Crane: The breeding pair at Kiowa WMA, Scotts Bluff Co, was seen 22 
Sep, but the chick seen earlier in summer was no longer present (KD). 

Whooping Crane: One was late and easterly flying from Sioux City, Iowa, into 
Dakota Co, Nebraska, 25 Nov (HH, details). The sighting was documented and 
accepted by the lOU Records Committee. 

Black-bellied Plover; Reports were routine for this uncommon statewide fall 
migrant. 

American Golden-Plover: Most migrants in fall are juvs, which move through 
mostly in Sep-Oct; thus early sightings of ads are uncommon. Sightings of 1-5 
birds at Jack Sinn 11 Aug (JGJ) through 22 Sep (JGJ, LE) were likely ads; there 
was no influx of likely juvs during the latter part of that period. Few juvs 
appeared anywhere; best count of likely juvs was only 13, at Calamus Res. 18 
Sep (JGJ, LD). 

Semipalmated Plover: Reports were routine for this common statewide fall migrant. 

Piping Plover: One at BOL 31 Aug (LE) was a migrant; there are few reports in fall 
away from breeding locations. 
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Adult and juvenile Soras at Fontenelle Forest, Sarpy Co., 28 Sept 2012. Photographed by 
Phil Swanson. 


Killdeer: Large numbers were at Jack Siim through mid-Sep, peak count the near¬ 
record 992 there 8 Sep (LE); only 45 remained by 15 Sep (LE). Record count is 
1000. 

Mountain Plover: None were reported; there are fewer than 10 records after 31 Jul. 

Black-necked Stilt: Numbers were unremarkable; the only easterly report was of 2 
in Clay Co 7 Aug (JGJ, LD). Dry conditions were likely the cause. 

American Avocet: More than usual were reported in the east; a total of about 40 (m. 
ob.), including peak count of 18 at Jack Sinn 31 Aug (LE). A record-high 1100 
were found in the western Sandhills 5 Sep, including 654 at a single lake north 
of Lakeside (JGJ,LD). 

Spotted Sandpiper: Reports were routine for this common statewide fall migrant. 

Solitary Sandpiper: Oct reports are few, with only about 21 previous reports after 
23 Sep. However, this fall 2 were at FF 23 Sep (RM), one remaining veiy late 
through 8 Oct (L&BP, PS). Another was late in Douglas Co 4 Oct (JR, SS). 
The 23 at Jack Sinn 9 Aug (LE) was a good tally; highs are 38, 39, and 62. 

Greater Yellowlegs: There were several reports at later dates; one was in Lincoln 
Co 12-16 Nov (TJW), 3 were in Jefferson Co 15 Nov (D&JP), and one was in 
southern Buffalo Co 13 Nov (RSt). Late dates are 17 (twice) and 18 Nov, with 3 
later dates through 5 Dec, 

Willet: One at Kiowa WMA, Scotts Bluff Co, 22 Sep (B&DW, AK) was tardy; late 
dates are 27 and 29 Sep (twice), with 4 Oct dates and one in Nov. 

Lesser Yellowlegs: Reports were routine for this abundant statewide fall migrant. 
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Upland Sandpiper: This species departs early in fall; flyovers were noted in Hall Co 
late Jul and early Aug (JLL). One in Dodge Co 18 Sep (D&JP) was tardy; there 
are fewer than 20 records for Oct. 

Long-billed Curlew: This species also departs early in fall: last reported was one in 
Perkins Co 31 Aug (WF). Late dates are in mid-Sep. 

Marbled Godwit: Like the two preceding species, this grassland specialist also 
departs early; breeding occurs only in low numbers in the western Sandhills, and 
so 7 in that region 8 Aug (JGJ, LD) were likely migrants, as was one in Sheridan 
Co 10 Aug (DH et al.). Rare in the east in fall, one in Clay Co 7 Aug (JGJ, LD) 
was only the 17th RWB record and 28th east of the Panhandle and Kei& Co. 

Ruddy Turnstone: The only report of this irregular fall migrant was of one in 
western Seward Co 3 Sep (TJW); this is only the 28th fall record for the state. 

Sanderling: Reports were routine for this fairly common statewide fall migrant. 

Semipalmated Sandpiper: Reports were routine for this common statewide fall 
migrant. 

Western Sandpiper: This species is a fairly common fall migrant in the state; this 
fall all reports were from Jack Sinn, where a single juv was present 16-19 Aug 
(LE, DL), 4 on 31 Aug (LE), and one on 21 Sep (LE). Juvs generally arrive in 
mid-Aug. 

Least Sandpiper: The 9 at Olive Creek Res, Lancaster Co, 18 Nov (LE) were tardy; 
late dates are 23 (twice) and 27 Nov. 

Baird’s Sandpiper: One in Dodge Co 14 Nov (D&JP) was tardy; there are only 8 
later dates. Large numbers were in the western Sandhills 7-8 Aug: 1200 on 7 
Aug and 2120 on 8 Aug (JGJ, LD), highest counts on record are 4000+, all at 
LM in the period 27 Jul-22 Aug. 

Pectoral Sandpiper: Peak count at Jack Sinn was 768 on 16 Aug (LE); numbers had 
declined to 49 by 14 Sep (LE). There are only 3 higher fall counts, topped by 
1200. One in Dodge Co 14 Nov (D&JP) was 6th-latest on record. 

Stilt Sandpiper: Reports were routine for this common statewide fall migrant. 

Buff-breasted Sandpiper: Most reports were from Jack Sinn due to the heavy 
coverage by observers there this fall; most were found in Aug through mid-Sep, 
with peak count 26 on 31 Aug (LE). Best count elsewhere was the 15 at BOL 
31 Aug(LE). 

Short-billed Dowitcher: Only 8 of this uncommon fall migrant were reported, 3 in 
the east 9-26 Aug (LE, JGJ, JWH) and 5 in the western Sandhills 10 Aug (DH et 
al.). Only one was identified to age class, a juv at Jack Sinn 11 Aug (JGJ); diis 
is an early date for this age class, which migrates later than ads with little or no 
overlap. 

Long-billed Dowitcher: Reports were routine for this common statewide fall 
migrant. 

Wilson’s Snipe: One at Jack Sinn 1 Aug (LE) was likely summering, as 1-2 were 
present Jun-Jul (LE). Breeding has occurred in the area. 

American Woodcock: The few reports were, except for one, fix)m the east at likely 
breeding locations; last reported was one at BOL 18 Nov (SS, SMa, GR, LE), 
4th-latest on record. Only the 2nd Panhandle record was one photographed at 
Gordon 14 Nov (fide KD). 
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Wilson’s Phalarope: As with Wilson’s Snipe, 1-2 summered at Jack Sinn (JR, JGJ), 
where breeding has occurred, although no evidence of breeding was reported 
this year. Large numbers in the western Sandhills 7-8 Aug included a record- 
high 6200 there 8 Aug (JGJ, LD). 

Red-necked Phalarope: Juvs are more likely to occur in the east, but are 
uncommon; 1-2 were at Jack Sinn 14-31 Aug (JGJ, LE), 1-3 were at BOL 18 
Aug-28 Sep (LE), and one was on the Platte River along the Cass/Sarpy Cos line 

19 Aug (CNK). The 18 in the western Sandhills 5 Sep (JGJ, LD) was a good 
fall tally; high counts are 22-45. 

Red Phalarope: A juv/first winter bird at BOL 27 Oct (JGJ) was 2nd-latest on 
record and one of only 15 fall records for the species. 

Black-legged Kittiwake: A near-ad was photographed at BOL 4 Nov (SMa, RM); 
there are only 3 earlier dates, but interestingly one of those is an ad also. Most 
fall records are of imms. 

Sabine’s Gull: This was a typical fall for this species with 1-4 at BOL 12-25 Sep 
(LE, JGJ) and 1-2 at PL 15-25 Sep (JGJ, LE). 

Bonaparte’s Gull: The 146 at BOL 2 Nov (LE) was a good count; highs are 200- 
675. 

Franklin’s Gull: The 41,110 in Lancaster Co 21 Sep (LE) was impressive, but high 
counts are 85,000-300,000! 

Ring-billed Gull: Reports were routine for this abundant statewide fall migrant. 

California Gull: At least 12 were at LM through 10 Oct (JGJ, LD, WRS, CNK, JJ), 
as expected. Rare away from LM were one at L Alice, Scotts Bluff Co, 28 Sep 
(WRS, CNK) and 1-2 at L Maloney, Lincoln Co, 16-26 Nov (TJW). 

Herring Gull: An ad was early at LM 28 Sep-1 Oct (WRS, CNK, JGJ, LD); earliest 
dates for ads are 13, 16,17 Sep. 

Lesser Black-backed Gull: Two of this regular uncommon fall migrant were 
reported: an imm at LM 7 Aug (JDJ, LD), 2nd-earliest on record for fall, and an 
ad there 28 Sep-10 Oct (WRS, CNK, JGJ, LD). 

Least Tern: Migrants were on the move in early Aug. A juv was at Jack Sinn 5 Aug 
(JGJ), 1-3 were in Lancaster Co 6-18 Aug (LE), 2 were at LM 7 Aug (JGJ, LD), 
and one was in Sheridan Co 17 Aug (WF). The latter 2 reports are unexpected; 
this species is rare in the west. 

Caspian Tern: The only reports were from Lancaster Co: 1-2 were at BOL 8-28 Sep 
(LE) and 2 were at PL 25 Sep (LE). There are only about 6 records for Oct. 

Black Tern: Reports were routine for this common statewide fall migrant. 

Common Tern: There were no reports of this uncommon statewide fall migrant. 

Arctic Tern: Nebraska’s 5th was a first-winter bird at Lewis and Clark L, Cedar Co, 

20 Oct (MB). This is the latest of the 5, which are in May, Jun, Sep (2), Oct. 

Forster’s Tern: Record-high counts were the amazing 175 at BOL 31 Aug (LE) and 

109 at LM 7 Aug (JGJ, LD). Previous high was 95 at LM. Prior to this fall 
there were only 19 records later than 23 Sep, but this fall there were 5 reports of 
6 birds, including 2 birds record late by 9 days at LM 17 Nov (TJW, details). 
Other late birds were singles at PL 21-25 Sep (LE), at BOL 28 Sep (LE), in 
Sheridan Co 10 Oct (JGJ, LD), and in Washington Co 27 Oct (NOU). 

Rock Pigeon: Reports were routine for this common statewide resident. 
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Eurasian Collared-Dove: Still uncommon in urban Omaha, one was at 30th and 
Cuming 1 Aug (JR). 

White-winged Dove: The only report was of one near Mitchell 13 Nov (KD), only 
the 9th winter (11 Oct-19 Ma*) record. This species is a rare summer visitor and 
occasional breeder in Nebraska. 

Mourning Dove: One gathering nest material in Lincoln 16 Aug (LE) was a little 
tardy, although this species has been known to produce 5 broods in a season. 
One along the Niobrara River near Merriman 24 Nov (WF) was late; there are 
only 2 later records for the north. Counts in the hundreds are few; “hundreds” 
were in Franklin Co 26 Aug (LR, RH). High fall tally is 4000+. 

Yellow-billed Cuckoo: Reports were routine for this fairly common statewide 
summer resident, uncommon in the west. 

Black-billed Cuckoo: Rather alarmingly, none were reported. This species appears 
to be in serious decline in Nebraska. 

Barn Owl; Most common in the west, the reports were of 4 at CLNWR 5 Sep (JGJ, 
LD), a stronghold for the species, and one photographed in Scotts Bluff Co 22 
Sep (MS photo, fide KD). 

Eastern Screech-Owl: Reports were routine for this common statewide resident. 

Great Homed Owl: Reports were routine for diis common statewide resident. 

Snowy Owl: Following last winter’s major invasion, reports this fall indicated a 
significant “echo” year. Five had been reported by Ae end of the period; one 
near Avoca 6 Nov, now in recovery (BF fide JGJ), was 2nd-earliest on record. 
First sighting in the 2011 invasion was 8 Nov. The others included one, also 
now in recovery, which pleased the crowds by perching on the CenturyLink 
Center in downtown Omaha 8-16 Nov (AS photo, DLe, m. ob.), and singles in 
Knox Co 16 Nov (fide JGJ), near Hebron 20 Nov (fide JGJ), and near Ashland 
30 Nov (fide JGJ). 

Burrowing Owl: Only the 7th eastern fall record since 1974 was one at SCP 24 Sep 
(ML fide RSt). 

Barred Owl: One at Grove L WMA, Antelope Co, 27 Nov (D&JP) was at the 
northwestern limit of the Nebraska range. 

Long-eared Owl: The only report of this uncommon winter visitor and rare resident 
was of one at BOL 2 Nov (LE). 

Short-eared Owl: A total of 8 were reported statewide (m. ob.), beginning 30 Oct 
with 3 at Jack Sinn (JC, SS). Fall movement by this nomadic species is 
unpredictable, but usually begins in late Oct. 

Northern Saw-whet Owl: None were reported; this is a fairly common though 
elusive fall migrant, mostly in the east, that arrives in mid-Oct. 

Common Nighthawk: One at FF 10 Oct (JR, SMa) was rather late; last dates are 20- 
24 Oct. Excellent counts were reported, including 400 over the Purple Martin 
roost in Omaha 27 Aug (JED, JR), 2nd-highest fall count on record (behind 
600); 292 flying over in 32 minutes in western Douglas Co 16 Sep (DSt); and 
200 over Alma 25 Sep (G&WH). 

Common Poorwill: Reports were routine for this common summer resident in the 
western half of the state. 

Chuck-willVwidow: As there are only 5 reports for Aug and none for Sep, this 
species is usually unreported in fall, as was the case this fall. 
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Whip-poor-will, Eastern: Three in Polk Co 2 Sep (MN) were westerly, likely 
migrants. This species sometimes becomes vocal for a short period in fall 
centered around peak migration. 

Chimney Swift: Reports were routine for this common summer resident, less 
common westward. 

White-throated Swift: Reports were routine for this fairly common Panhandle 
summer resident. 

Ruby-throated Hummingbird: A tardy imm was in a Lincoln yard 4-14 Oct (JGJ), 
the 4th-latest on record. Westerly reports continue to accumulate; one was in a 
Scotts Bluff Co yard 8 Aug (KD, DH), a male was videotaped in an Ogallala 
yard 2 Sep (CWH), and 3, one a male, were in a Hall Co yard 3 Sep (JLL). 

Calliope Hummingbird: This species appeared in good numbers, total around 20, in 
the western Panhandle (m. ob); they were “all over Gering” 2-6 Aug (RSg), and 
about 10 singles passed through a yard near Mitchell through 1 Sep (KD). 
Reports were eastward to Lincoln Co 12 Sep (VC, photo), 3 were in an Oshkosh 
yard 7 Aug (GA fide KD, pics), and a male was seen 4 Aug in Ogallala (CWH). 

Broad-tailed Hummingbird: Most reports were horn the DeLara yard near 
Mitchell; 1-2 were there through 26 Aug (KD), a minimum of 4 different birds 
were in a yard south of Gering 4-15 Aug (AK). 

Rufous Hummingbird: As with Broad-tailed, most reports were from the DeLara 
yard; at least one was present daily through 26 Aug (KD). Easterly were one in 
Oshkosh 7-8 Aug (GS fide KD, photo), one in Ogallala 15 Aug (CWH), and 
one, possibly two, in neighboring Hall Co yards 17-27 Aug (JLL). In all, about 
15 were reported. 

Hummingbird sp.: One observer in western Nebraska noted that he sees more 
hummers in years when fires are prevalent in the Rocky Mountains (CWH), and 
in the east, numbers were down about 50% in a Lincoln yard that is monitored 
by video cameras (R&SW). 

Belted Kingfisher: Reports were routine for this friirly common summer resident. 

Lewis’s Woodpecker: The apparently small population reported during summer 
beginning in 2010 in the Sowbelly Canyon and Pants Butte area continued; 6 
were found there 7 Aug (DH et al.). 

Red-headed Woodpecker: Reports were routine for this common statewide summer 
visitor, less common in the west. 

Acorn Woodpecker: One photographed at a Blair feeder 7 Oct (MK) was 
Nebraska’s second; the oAer was near Chambers May 1996. 

Red-bellied Woodpecker: This species continues to expand its range westward in 
the North Platte River Valley; one was at Bridgeport 14 Aug (LJH) and another 
was in Scotts Bluff Co 22 Sep (AK). 

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker: As in recent years, this species was widely-reported, 
some 30 in all, including westerly reports that have increased also in recent 
years. Two were at Scotts Bluff NM 26 Sep (AD, MS) and a juv was there 27 
Sep (MS); one was at a feeder at LM 9 Nov (JB, photo) and was still present 17 
Nov (TJ^; and one was in North Platte 13 Nov (TJW). Migration begins in 
mid-Sep; thus a juv at FF 15 Sep (JR) was rather early. Usually solitary, the 3 at 
BOL 5 Nov (JC, SS) tied the high fall count. An imm at Grove L, Antelope Co, 
24 Nov (LR, RH) was tardy at that location. 
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Red-naped Sapsucker: Typical of fall migration for this rare western Panhandle 
migrant, there were 2 reports: one was south of Gering 11 Sep (AK) and a juv 
was at Little Lake Alice, Scotts Bluff Co, 30 Sep (KD, details). 

Downy Woodpecker: Intriguing was the appearance for the 3rd winter running of 
one widi a yellow (rafter than red) nape. It has appeared at the same yard 
between Mitchell and Scottsbluff Feb 2010, fall of 2010 and Mar 2011, and this 
fall 25 Nov (BS fide AD; photo). It has minimal white markings on its 
shoulders, suggesting Rocky Mountain provenance. Strangely, it appeared in 
the DeLara yard, about a mile to the west, 24 Nov (KD). 

Hairy Woodpecker: One at Willow L, western Brown Co, 18 Sep was unexpected 
given the Sandhills habitat (JGJ, LD). This species is known to move 
southwards on occasion in fall. 



This Crested Caracara was photographed by Betsy Finch at Raptor Recovery 11 Nov 2012 
after being found near Genoa, Nebraska, 14 Jul 2012. 


Northern Flicker: Migrants arriving in the west are “yellow-shafted”, in contrast to 
the local breeding “sahnon-shafted” birds; first noted were 2 at Bridgeport 13 
Sep (LJH). “Red-shafted” birds were first noted eastward at the same location 
11 Sep (LJH) and east to Burt Co 11 Oct (CNK). 

Pileated Woodpecker: Expected Missouri River riparian forest reports included 2-3 
at FF during the period (m. ob.) as well as one at nearby N.P. Dodge Park to the 
north 12 Nov (JGr). Interesting was the presence of 2 along the Little Blue 
River in Jefferson Co 15 Nov (fide JGJ), where one was found last year. 
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Crested Caracara: A few caracaras have been reported on the Great Plains north of 
their southwestern United States range in recent years, but still a major surprise 
was the curious saga of a bird picked up near Genoa 14 Jul, “retained”, then 
transferred to Raptor Recovery 11 Nov, where it was photographed (BF fide 
JGJ). The bird had an eye missing and was emaciated when received (BF fide 
JGJ)- There is only one prior report, not accepted by the NOU Records 
Committee, of a bird seen twice in Seward Co 20, 21 Aug 2011, only 120 miles 
north of a report in Kansas 17 days earlier. 

American Kestrel: Reports were routine for this common fall migi-ant. 

Merlin: One identified to subspecies Falco columbarius richardsonU the Nebraska 
wintering form, was in D^ota Co 8 Sep (BFH). Early and late dates for the 
long-distance migrant F. c. columbarius in Nebraska are 13 Sep and 2 Dec. 

Peregrine Falcon: Nov reports are few; one was at LM 17 Nov (TJW). A very dark 
bird was over North Platte 21 Aug (TJW); juvs can be dark. 

Prairie Falcon: This species is rare at best eastward, but several sightings were 
reported, beginning rather early with singles in Valley Co 8 Oct (TH) and at 
HCR the same day (KS). Sightings were as east as Madison Co 5-12 Nov 
(DB), Hall Co 30 Nov (JLL), and Jefferson Co 15 Nov (D&JP). 

Budgerigar: One was with House Sparrows in Omaha 7 Oct (SMa); the 5 Nebraska 
reports of fi-ee-flying Budgies are all (strangely) in the period 8 Aug-7 Oct, 
suggesting fall dispersal (OK, I am kidding). 

Olive-sided Flycatcher: Rare in the west, singles were at different Kimball Co 
locations 17 Aug (JJ) and 19 Aug (D&JP). 

Western Wood-Pewee: Reports were routine for this common western summer 
resident. 

Eastern Wood-Pewee: Ads feeding fledged young 15 Aug in Bellevue (CNK) was a 
tardy attempt, likely a re-nest or second brood. 

Yellow-bellied Flycatcher: This species is elusive and difficult to identify; there are 
few fall records, and so the 5 reported this fall was a surprise. Singles were at 
Wehrspann L 16 Aug (CNK), WP the same day (LE), northeast Douglas Co 18 
Aug (CH), and near Creighton 5 Sep (MB), only the 3rd for Nebraska for the 
veteran observer. The fifth report was about a month later than previous late 
dates; one with a “completely yellow belly and tail coverts” was at Wehrspann L 
14 Oct (JWH). There are 6 previous Oct reports, including one banded 9 Oct. 

Acadian Flycatcher: There were no reports of this uncommon southeastern 
Nebraska summer resident; last dates are in mid-Sep. 

Alder Flycatcher: Previous fall records of this species for Nebraska are in the period 
21 Jul-6 Sep, but this fall the 7 reports (9 birds) were in the period 5-28 Sep, the 
last, in Omaha, of a vocalizing bird (JR). Latest documented dates for 
Minnesota, Iowa, and Kansas are 21, 8, and 12 Sep respectively; Birds of North 
America Online notes that Alder Flycatcher migrates on average a week later in 
fall than Willow Flycatcher (see below). 

Willow Flycatcher: Last reported were 2 in Lancaster Co 8 Sep (LE), although 2 
reported as “Traill’s” Flycatcher (AlderAVillow) were at FF 15 Sep (JR). Last 
Nebraska dates for Willow are 11-12 Sep. 

Least Flycatcher: The reports were, as expected, in the period 13 Aug-22 Sep (m. 

Ob.). 
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Hammond’s Flycatcher: The two reports were from Gering Cem: singles on 6 Sep 
(KD, MS photo) and 22 Sep (KD, AK), the latter is the latest on record by a day. 
This is a rare but regular Panhandle fall migrant 25 Aug-22 Sep. 

Dusky Flycatcher: None were reported of this rare but regular Panhandle fall 
migrant 24 Aug-20 Sep. 

Cordilleran Flycatcher: Only two were reported, although reports of migrants are 
few. Singles were south of Gering 25 Aug (AK) and at Gering Cem 6 Sep (KD, 
MS photo). 

Eastern Phoebe: One at FF 22 Oct (L&BP) was tardy; last dates are 25-27 Oct. 

Say’s Phoebe; One at WSR 29 Sep (HKH et al.) was a bit late; last dates are 3-5 
Oct. One in Rock Co 18 Sep (JGJ, LD) was also a bit tardy there. 

Great Crested Flycatcher: Reports were routine for this common statewide summer 
resident. 

Cassin’s Kingbird: One in Scotts Bluff Co 22 Sep (KD, AK, photo) was lingering; 
last dates are 25-27 Sep. 

Western Kingbird: Reports were routine for this common statewide summer 
resident. 

Eastern Kingbird: Reports were routine for this common statewide summer 
resident. 

Scissor-tailed Flycatcher: None were reported; this after a summer with fewer 
reports than in other recent years. 

Loggerhead Shrike; Some long drives through the Sandhills yielded few sightings; 
only 2 were seen on a 900-mile (!) drive 27 Aug (JGJ, LD), but 7 on the same 
drive 5 Sep (JGJ, LD). Only one was found on a 112-mile drive in the cedar 
canyons of Lincoln Co 7 Aug (TJW). More encouraging were the 9 in Sioux Co 
8 Aug (DHetal.). 

Northern Shrike: By the end of the period 15 had been reported (m. ob.); earliest 
was one in Merrick Co 14 Oct (LJ^ RH), about on time. 

Bell’s Vireo: Reports were routine for this common statewide summer resident 

Yellow-throuted Vireo: Reports were routine for this fairly common eastern 
summer resident. 

Plumbeous Vireo: The only migrants reported were m Scotts Bluff Co on expected 
dates: one was in a Scottsbluff ymd 30 Aug (AD) and another was at Gering 
Cem 6 Sep (KD). 

Cassin’s Vireo: Five were reported of this rare but regular western fall migrant. 
Easterly were 2 at LM 28 Sep (CNK, WRS), latest on record by 2 days; others 
were at Gering Cem 6 Sep (KD), and singles were banded at WHNC 14 and 20 
Sep (MM, AK). 

Blue-headed Vireo: Reports were routine for this fairly common eastern migrant, 
rare in the central part of the state. 

Warbling Vireo: Reports were routine for this common statewide summer resident. 

Philadelphia Vireo: Usually fewer than 10 of this uncommon fall migrant are 
reported. This year there were 4: singles in Bellevue 15 Aug (CNK), in Lincoln 
18 Aug (DL), in Knox Co 19 Aug (MB), and in Lincoln 20 Aug (LE). 

Red-eyed Vireo: The 4 latest reported were all in the Panhandle and were 2 weeks 
or more later than the last reported in the east; singles were at Alliance 28 Sep 
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(WRS, CNK), WSR 29 Sep (HKH et al), WHNC 2 Oct (MM), and Gering 3 
Oct (RSg). Last dates are 7-11 Oct. 

Pinyon Jay: Three of the 4 reports were as expected from the northern Panhandle, 5 
birds in Monroe Canyon 8 Aug (DH et al.), one in Sioux Co 18 Aug (JJ), and 
one in Garden Co 23 Nov (LJ, photo). The 4th was a suiprise: 7 birds in 
Ogallala 6 Nov, ‘The first there for several years” (CWH), indicated some 
eastward movement in this species as well as Steller’s Jay. 

Steller’s Jay: There was a localized irruption of this species into Scotts Bluff Co; the 
only report away from there was one at a feeder at LM 8-17 Nov (JB photo, 
TJW). The photographed Scotts Bluff Co birds were all of the expected Rocky 
Mountain subspecies Cyanocitta stelieri annectens; 7-8 were present. One 
appeared at Wildcat Hills NC 15 Sep (AK) and this or another was seen 24 Sep 
and captured and banded 25 Sep (MM, photo). Up to 3 (on 21 Oct) were at a 
house near Gering 7 Oct through the period (MS, fide KD), and 2 were at a 
house in the Wildcat Hills 23 Oct through the period (AK). There are some 35 
records for Nebraska, most in a series of around 10-15 incursion winters, most 
recently 1983-84, 1985-86, and 1996-97. 



This Steller’s Jay of the Rocky Mountains subspecies Cyanocitta stelieri annectens was part 
of an influx into Scotts Bluff Co; it was photographed by Marie Smith in her yard 
16 Oct 2012. 


Blue Jay: Flocks of fall migrants are often conspicuous; a flock of 16 was noted in 
Merrick Co 14 Oct (LR, RH). 

Black-billed Magpie: Distribution is still spotty in most areas; a very active 
observer statewide had seen none this year until the 14 at LM 10 Oct (JGJ). One 
in Valley Co 30 Oct was only the 2nd for the observer in 5 years there (BW). 
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American Crow: First flock reported was the 42 in Lmicaster Co 28 Sep (LE), about 
the norm for first flocks. Best count was the 1000 along Highway 2 between 
Dunning and Grand Island 25 Oct (RE). Largest fall flocks are in the 2000-3000 
range. 

Horned Lark; Reports were routine for this common statewide fall migrant. 

Purple Martin; The Omaha roost increased in size from 15,000 birds 4 Aug to a 
peak of 60,000 on 27 Aug (JR); 30,000 were still present 6 Sep (JR). This is the 
highest peak count (by about 5000) since the roost was first noted in 2008. 

Tree Swallow; Reports were routine for this abundant fall migrant. 

Violet-green Swallow; The small pond at Gilbert-Baker WMA, Sioux Co, is a good 
place to see this species at close range; 20 were there 7 Aug (DH et al.). 

Northern Rough-winged Swallow: Reports were routine for this common statewide 
fall migrant. 

Bank Swallow: Reports were routine for this common statewide fall migrant. 

Cliff Swallow: Reports were routine for this abundant statewide fall migrant. 

Barn Swallow: Reports were routine for this abundant statewide fail migrant. 

Black-capped Chickadee: Parts of central Nebraska are still deficient in numbers of 
chickadees; one at a Grand Island feeder 23 Aug was a “big deal” (JLC) and 2 at 
another feeder there 26 Aug was first there for several years (SM). Another at 
Rowe Sanctuary, Buffalo Co, 25 Sep was the first there for 10+ years (KS). 
Farther afield, in east-central Nebraska, 2 at a feeder in Dodge Co were “like the 
good old days” (D&JP). In Lancaster Co, however, the species is “coming 
back”, with sightings on 50 out of 72 trips there during the period (LE); in the 
past few years none had been found on similar trips. 

Mountain Chickadee: This Rocky Mountain species staged another incursion into 
Nebraska; over the last 15 years there has been at least one report most winters, 
but increased numbers occurred only in 1996-97, 2007-2008, and now this 
winter. First noted was in Morrill Co 28 Sep (LJH), and there were ongoing 
sightings in Scotts Bluff and Sioux Cos through the period of at least 6 birds (m. 
ob.), including one banded at WHNC 4 Oct (MM). 

Tufted Titmouse: This species appears to be uncommon in mid-town Omaha; 3 in 
mid-Omaha 22 Nov were the first there in 22 years (RM), and one was 
considered noteworthy in mid-town 19 Oct (JR). 

Red-breasted Nuthatch: Numbers were up this fall, with best counts 12 in North 
Platte 13 Nov (TJW) and 7 at Pioneer’s Park, Lincoln, 9 Nov (JGJ). Die 4 in a 
Scotts Bluff Co yard 19 Oct were “more than usual” (AD). 

White-breasted Nuthatch: Both forms of this species move in varying degrees fixim 
their breeding ranges in the fall. There is evidence that the Pine Ridge western 
subspecies Sitta carolinensis nelsoni moves from there; one at WSR 29 Sep 
(WRS et al.) was giving western-type calls. The eastern subspecies 5. c. cookei 
breeds over most of the state except parts of the Panhandle and southwest. Most 
reports from the west have been in the period mid-Sep through mid-May, 
suggesting that breeding birds are greatly outnumbered there by winter visitors. 
This fall, singles that may have been winter visitors were at CLNWR 5 Sep 
(JGJ, LD), Bridgeport 12 Sep (LJH), and in a Scotts Bluff Co yard 19 Oct (AD). 
One in a veteran observer’s yard south of Gering 19 Aug was a “new yard bird” 
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(AK); the same observer was “surprised” at how many had been seen this fall 
(AK). 

Pygmy Nuthatch: Reports were routine for this common Pine Ridge and Wildcat 
Hills resident. 

Brown Creeper: This species is an uncommon breeder in the Pine Ridge; singing 
males were at Chadron Creek WMA, Dawes Co, and Sowbelly Canyon, Sioux 
Co, 1 Aug (TJW) and in Monroe Canyon, Sioux Co, 7 Aug (DH et al.). Early 
fall arrivals were one at FF 15 Sep (JR) and in Omaha 21 Sep (JR). 

Rock Wren: On occasion Rock Wrens drift eastward; one was at PL 26 Oct (JGJ), 
about the 10th (and latest) such record. 

House Wren: A pair used 2 of 3 bird houses intended for chickadees to fledge 4 
broods near Mitchell, 3 from one house and one from the second (KD). 

Winter Wren: Reports were routine for this fall migrant, uncommon in the east, 
rare in the west. 

Sedge Wren: While known for early return in fall in the east, such reports westerly 
are few; however, 5 were at Valentine NWR, Cherry Co, 10 Aug (DH). One in 
Dakota Co 13 Oct (BFH) was tardy; last dates are around 20-25 Oct. 



Mountain Chickadee photographed by Marie Smith at her Scotts Bluff Co feeders 
13 Oct 2012. 


Marsh Wren: As with Sedge Wren, evidence is accumulating that Marsh Wren may 
return early in fall and nest; 1-2 at Jack Sinn 1-6 Aug (TEL, LE) may have been 
candidates. True friU migration probably starts in mid-Aug; 1-2 were at Wyuka 
Cem, Lincoln, an unlikely breeding location, 16-18 Aug (LE). 

Carolina Wren: Reports were west to Harlan Co (KS) and Hall Co (JLL, SM) and 
north to Garfield Co (B&KG), Antelope Co, where one at Grove L WMA 24-28 
Nov was a first county record (MB, JJ, LR, RH), and Dakota Co (BFH). 
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Blue-gray Gnatcatcher: Reports continue from the northwestern and northeastern 
comers of the state (TJW, DH et al, BFH); the only area not yet “occupied” 
appears to be the S^dhills, where few sightings have been reported. 

Golden-crowned Kinglet: Reports were routine for this fairly common statewide 
fall migrant. 

Ruby-crowned Kinglet: Reports were routine for this common statewide fall 
migrant. 

Eastern Bluebird: Several flocks of 30+ were seen in western Sarpy Co 4 Oct 
(CNK); fall flocking begins as early as late Jul. 

Mountain Bluebird: Birds on the move included a flock of 12 in southwestern 
Kimball Co 30 Sep (WRS, CNK), 2 near Bingham 22 Oct (JGJ, LD), and one in 
Red Willow Co 27 Oct (TJW). 

Townsend’s Solitaire: Rather early for the location were one at Niobrara SP, Knox 
Co, 26 Oct (MB) and 2 in northern Antelope Co 27 Oct (MB). Numbers 
reported for the period were unremarkable, however. 

Veery: Typical of fall, there was only one report, of one in Grand Island 5 Sep (SM), 
somewhat westerly. 

Gray-cheeked Thrush: As with Veery, this rare fall eastern migrant was reported 
only once: in Lincoln 7 Sep (LE). 

Swainson’s Thrush: Reports challenged both ends of the migration window with 
reports 30 Aug in Scotts Bluff Co (KD) through 21 Oct in the same yard (KD). 
Best count was a record for fall 24 at WP 13 Sep (LE); 13 were at FF 2 days 
later (JR), second-highest on record for fail. Fall counts are far lower than those 
in spring. 

Hermit Thrush: One in Cedar Co 23 Sep (WF) was rather early; early dates in the 
east are 22-23 Sep. Arrival is around 3 weeks earlier in the west, where 
migrants are of the Rocl^ Mountains subspecies Catharus guttatus auduboni; l- 
3 at WSR 24-29 Sep (HKH et al.) were of this subspecies, with gray flanks. A 
few linger late in the southeast and may attempt to overwinter; singles were in 
Omaha 11 Nov (JGr) and Bellevue 28 Nov (L&BP). 

Wood Thrush: Last reported timely departure was in Lincoln 24 Sep (R&SW), but 
record late by 11 days was one photographed in Boone Co 21 Oct (D&CN). 

American Robin: Reports were routine for this abimdant statewide fall migrant. 

Gray Catbird: This species is uncommon in the northwest; one was in Monroe 
Canyon, Sioux Co, 7 Aug (DH et al.), and another near Mitchell 26 Aug was 
first for the year there (KD). One photographed in Lincoln Co 9 Sep was 
considered “not usual” there (VC). The 30 at FF 5 Sep (JR) was a record fall 
count. 

Northern Mockingbird: A late brood of fledged young was being fed by adults in 
Pawnee Co 6 Sep (CNK). 

Sage Thrasher: Typical of this rare Panhandle fall migrant was a single in 
northeastern Sioux Co 19 Aug (JJ), but the 6 at Scotts Bluff NM, Scotts Bluff 
Co, 1 Sep (MS, photo) was a high count. A very late bird appeared at a water 
pan in the Cherry Co Sandhills 20 Nov (MSS, photo); surprisingly, however, 
there are 2 records of overwintering for the state. 

Brown Thrasher: Reports were routine for this common statewide fall migrant. 

European Starling: Reports were routine for this abundant statewide fall migrant. 
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American Pipit: This species has an almost 3 month fall migration period, and this 
year led off with 2 rather early at Jack Sinn 31 Aug (LE). Early dates are 30-31 
Aug with only 5 earlier dates. Last dates are 17-18 Nov, and so one at PL 17 
Nov (SMa) and 3 at BOL (SMa) were rather late. 

Sprague’s Pipit; There were 7 reports involving 19 birds, all in the east, the best fall 
for reporting this species yet, as observers become more familiar with its calls 
and behavior. Best counts were the 9 at SCP 13 Oct (JR) and 5 at Prairie Dog 
WPA, southwestern Kearney Co, 30 Sep (KS, JLL). The remaining 5 reports 
were of singles: Saunders Co 22 Sep (LE), SCP 26 Oct (KP, RSt), Pierce Co 30 
Sep (JR), Antelope Co 13 Oct (MB), and Otoe Co 23 Oct (CNK). 

Cedar Waxwing: The 158 in Lancaster Co 19 Oct (LE) was 3rd-highest fall count 
on record; highs are 200+. 

Lapland Longspur: One at SCP 13 Oct (JMc; details) was rather early; early dates 
are 9-10 Oct. Sixty with Homed Larks in Hall Co 13 Nov (RSt) was the first 
sizeable count. 

Chestnut-collared Longspur: Reports were routine for this fairly common western 
summer resident, rare in the north. 

Smith’s Longspur: One at SCP 13 Oct was identified by its rattle call but not seen 
(JR). Of around 29 fall records, most are during the second half of Oct. 

McCown’s Longspur: Migrating flocks first appear mid-Sep; 25 were at WSR 21 
Sep(HKH). 

Snow Bunting: Usually only a few or none appear before the end of the fall period, 
and so the 20+ reported this fall suggested a good upcoming winter in terms of 
numbers. Best count was 16 at WSR 15 Nov (HKH), 1-3 were at PL 15-30 Nov 
(JGJ, LE, RSt), and 3 were at GPD 18 Nov (IVffi). 

Ovenbird: One at Mercer Woods, Omaha, 4-9 Oct (JR) was rather late, as late dates 
are 3-7 Oct; there are only 5 later records. Also tardy was one in Papillion 3 Oct 
(PS). 

Louisiana Waterthrush: None were reported; this species departs early and is rarely 
reported in Aug-Sep. 

Northern Waterthrush: Only 2 were reported of this usually fairly common fall 
migrant, singles at Jack Sinn 21 Aug (LE) and in Platte Co 6 Sep (MN). 

Black-and-white Warbler: Two in southeastern Washington Co 10 Aug (CNK) 
were likely early fall migrants; breeding has not been confirmed in the lower 
Missouri River Valley although there me 7 previous reports 6 Jun-8 Aug, most 
from Sarpy Co. Early fall dates are 12-15 Aug. A rather early fem was at 
Walnut Grove Park, Omaha, 15 Aug (RS). 

Tennessee Warbler: One in southeastern Washington Co 10 Aug (CNK) was record 
early by 2 days. This species is less than annual in the Panhandle, with only 11 
prior records; this fall there were two; one at WSR 29 Sep (WRS, CNK, HKH, 
KD) and one near Mitchell 11 Oct (KD). Another was westerly at, Valentine 
NWR, Cherry Co, 30 Sep (AR). 

Orange-crowned Warbler: Reports were routine for this common statewide fall 
migrant. 

Nashville Warbler; Four at WP 19 Aug (LE) were rather early; early dates are 18- 
19 Aug. There are only 8 previous Panhandle reports, and so the 3 this fall were 
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a surprise: singles were at Gering Cem 6 Sep (KD), Bridgeport 1 Oct (LJH), and 
near Mitchell 11 Oct (KD). 

MacGillivray’s Warbler: None of this rare Panhandle fall migrant were reported. 

Mourning Warbler: Early dates previously were 21-22 Aug and so the 2 earlier 
reports this fall were of interest: 1-2 were at Wyuka Cem, Lincoln, 16-17 Aug 
(LE) and one was in the observer’s Lincoln yard 18 Aug (JGJ). 

Kentucky Warbler: One heard and seen at Basswood WMA, Dakota Co, 7 Oct 
(D&JP) was 2nd-latest on record by one day. 

Common Yellowthroat: A fern in Lincoln 24 Oct (LE) was rather late; there are 
only 6 later dates, including 2 in Dec. 

American Redstart: The 10 feeding in cattails at a Gilbert-Baker WMA pond, 
Sioux Co, 7 Aug (DH et al.) were likely local family groups; this species breeds 
on the Pine Ridge. Provenance of a “young” bird at L Minatare, Scotts Bluff 
Co, 7 Aug (KD) was problematic, although there have been sporadic summer 
reports of this species in the county since 1999. 

Cerulean Warbler: None were reported; this species is reported rarely into early 
Sep from the lower Missouri River Valley. 

Northern Parula: There are few reports into Sep; an imm fern was at FF 5 Sep (JR), 
a single was in south Bellevue 10 Sep (L&BP), and a first fall fern was at FF 15 
Sep (JR). 

Magnolia Warbler: Only the 8th Panhandle report was one at WSR 29 Sep (KD, 
HKH, CNK, WRS). 

Bay-breasted Warbler: Although more common in fall than in spring, this species 
is rare westward. A first fall bird was in Dundy Co 22 Sep (LR, RH), only the 
5th fall record away from the east. Surprisingly, none were reported from the 
east this fall. 

Blackburnian Warbler: There were only 2 reports, a poor showing. Surprisingly, 3 
of the 4 birds involved, 2 ad males and an imm, were at Gering Cem 6 Sep 
(BCD). This is only the 17th report away from the east and 9th for the Panhandle. 
The lone eastern report was of a fern at Walnut Grove Park, Omaha, 25 Aug 
(RS). 

Yellow Warbler: Somewhat unusual was a “small flock” of 13 at FF 1 Sep (JR). 

Chestnut-sided Warbler: As with Blackburnian Warbler, there were only 2 reports, 
one of which was a Panhandle record. An imm at WSR 29 Sep (WRS et al., 
photo) was only the 3rd Panhandle record. The other report was of one in 
Bellevue 9 Sep (CNK). 

Blackpoll Warbler: Generally rare in fall but statewide in distribution, there were 2 
reports, one near North Platte 19 Sep (VC) and the other at WP 24 Sep (LE). 

Black-throated Blue Warbler: The only report of this rare fall migrant was of a 
window strike at the CentuiyLink Center, Omaha, 19 Sep (JED, photo; 
http://wildbirdsbroadcasting.blogspot.com/20120901 _archive.html). 

Palm Warbler: This species is a rare fall migrant statewide, but this fall there were 
no fewer than 8 reports, bringing the total of all fall reports to only 50. Two in 
Lincoln 14 Oct (RSt) were rather late, even for this late fall statewide migrant; 
late dates are 14-20 Oct. Other reports included one in Lancaster Co 20 Sep 
(LE), one in Scotts Bluff Co 22-23 Sep (fide BCD, MS photo), 2 in Wayne Co 22 
Sep of the expected subspecies Setophaga palmanm palmamm (MB), one in 
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Scotts Bluff Co 30 Sep (AD), one in Saunders Co 5 Oct (SMa), one in Douglas 
Co 6 Oct (SMa), and one in Lincoln 9 Oct (LE). 

Pine Warbler: In recent years this species has appeared statewide in fall, when it is 
more often reported than in spring, although still rare. This fall the 3 reports 
were westerly: single males were at WHNC 11 and 29 Sep, likely the same bird, 
banded 11 Sep (MM, WRS, CNK), an imm fern was in Scottsbluff 4 Oct (RSg), 
and one was near North Platte 7 Nov (TJAV). 

Yellow-rumped (Audubon’s) Warbler: Somewhat easterly were 2 in Lincoln Co 
10 Oct (LDe). One banded at WHNC 5 Sep (MM) was likely a migrant as 
breeding there has not been confirmed. 

Yellow-rumped (Myrtle) Warbler: The 80 in Burt Co 11 Oct (CNK) was a good 
count; high counts are 100-129. 

Yellow-throated Warbler: Rarely reported in fall, a first fall fern was in Omaha 24 
Aug (JR) and a single at FF 15 Sep (JR) was rather late; late dates are 13-15 
Sep, although this species has lingered into Dec a few times. 
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Canada Warbler: Similarly with this species, this fall was typical with 5 birds 
reported in the east 19 Aug-4 Sep (MB, JR, LE, CNK). The 19 Aug report was 
rather early, a single in Knox Co (MB). 

Wilson’s Warbler: Reports were routine for this common statewide fall migrant. 

Yellow-breasted Chat: Considered imusual at the locations were singles in Burwell 
7 Sep, the first there in 7 years (B&KG), and one in Lincoln Co sandhills 9 Sep 
(VC, photo). 

Green-tailed Towhee: The only report of this rare but not annual fall migrant was of 
one at Gering Cem 31 Aug (fide KD); there are about 23 fall records, most in 
the narrow window 31 Aug-21 Sep. 

Spotted Towhee: Previous early dates in the east were 17-21 Sep, and so the 3 early 
dates this fall were unexpected; singles were at BOL 15 Sep (LE), Omaha 20 
Sep (JR), and Wehrspann L 21 Sep (CNK). Drought conditions in the summer 
range may have caused early departure. 

Eastern Towhee: Reports were routine for this common eastern summer resident 
and fell migrant, less common west to central Nebraska. 

Cassin’s Sparrow: None were reported, not surprising after the lack of summer 
reports. There are few Aug dates for this early-departing summer resident of 
southwest Nebraska. 

American Tree Sparrow: Reports were routine for this common statewide fall 
migrant and winter visitor. 

Chipping Sparrow: Considered “the species of the season at the banding station” at 
WHNC, an amazing 125 were banded there 7-14 Sep; and last banded was 4 Oct 
(MM). In the east, a good count of 126 was made in Lancaster Co 12 Oct (LE) 
and 65 were in Saunders Co 4 Oct (CNK). Last reported in the east were 2 at 
PL 28 Oct (LE). 

Clay-colored Sparrow: One at ADF 14 Nov (LF) was rather late; late dates are 13- 
15 Nov. 

Brewer’s Sparrow: The 4 singles reported were in the western Panhandle 7 Aug-14 
Sep (DH et al., AD, LJH); one at WSR 9 Aug was a “new yard bird” (HKH) and 
apparently an early migrant displaced by the very dry condition of Panhandle 
grasslands. 

Field Sparrow: There were 2 reports of the bland-faced western subspecies Spizella 
pitsilla arenacea, which is an uncommon breeder and migrant in the west. Two 
were in Dundy Co 22 Sep (LR, RH) and one was at North Platte SL 28 Sep 
(WRS, CNK). 

Vesper Sparrow: Reports were routine for this common statewide fell migrant. 

Lark Sparrow: Reports were routine for this common statewide fall migrant. 

Lark Bunting: The 2 reports fi*om the east were unexpected, as there are only 5 
previous such records. A fern in Seward Co 4 Aug was the observer’s first in 30 
years in the county (JG), and another fern was in Dodge Co 6 Sep (D&JP). Also 
easterly were 3 males in alt plumage in Custer Co 26 Aug (TH) and one at Lanz 
L, Rock Co, 27 Aug (JGJ, LD). 

Savannah Sparrow: Reports were routine for this common statewide fall migrant 

Grasshopper Sparrow: Reports were routine for this common summer resident and 
fall migrant. 
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Henslow’s Sparrow: The 3 reports of this rare fall migrant were of singles in the 
southeast as expected: a juv in Lancaster Co 21 Sep (LE), one at PL the same 
day (LE), and one at BOL 16 Oct (GR). 

Le Conte’s Sparrow: Rare in central Nebraska, a good find was the 2 juvs in Custer 
Co 1 Oct, only the 3rd record for the observer in that county (TH, details). One 
in Wayne Co 17 Sep (WF) was rather early; early dates are 14-16 Sep. This 
species is fairly hardy in fall; one was in Sarpy Co 30 Oct (CNK), one was at 
lYairie View L, Douglas Co, the same day (JR), and 3 were there 3 Nov (JCM). 
Last dates are 1-5 Nov. 

Nelson’s Sparrow: Far more reports than usual were received, likely as observers 
discover how and where to find these birds. Reports were skewed to the later 
end of the known migration period, with last report, one in Cass Co 23 Oct 
(CNK), rather late. Last dates are 20-23 Oct. In all this fall about 16 were 
reported (m. ob.), all as expected in the east. 

Fox Sparrow: One at Boyer Chute NWR, Washington Co, 28 Oct had a “grayish to 
lead color on top of its head and back; in flight the tail was rusty” (CNK). There 
are occasional reports, fewer than 10 in all, from across the state of similar 
grayish birds. It is likely diat these birds are of the grayer Rocky Mountain 
subspecies Passerella iliaca zaboria, or possibly the enigmatic northern form 
known as P. /. altivagans, which may be a mix of up to 3 Fox Sparrow 
subspecies including P. i. zaboria and P. I iliaca. 

Song Sparrow: Reports were routine for this fairly common fall migrant. 

Lincoln’s Sparrow: Last reported was at an Omaha nursery 26-29 Nov (JR); there 
are several Dec records in the southeast. 

Swamp Sparrow: Reports were routine for this common eastern, uncommon 
western, fall migrant. 

White-throated Sparrow: Earliest reported was at FF 19 Sep (L&BP); early dates 
are 14-15 Oct. Usually rare in the west, there were several reports of 1-2 in 
Scotts Bluff Co 1-21 Oct (MM, AK, KD, RSg) as well as one at Bridgeport 1 
Oct (LJH) and 2 in the western Sandhills 11 Oct (JGJ, LD). 

Harris’s Sparrow: Rare in the west, 6 at Agate, Sioux Co, 3 Oct (JL) were a good 
find. 

White-crowned Sparrow: The 150, mostly juvs, at Kilpatrick L, Box Butte Co, 28 
Sep (WRS, CT^) was a good count; highs are 160-200. 

Dark-eyed (White-winged) Junco: Easterly were singles in Lincoln Co 2 Nov (VC) 
and at LM 17 Nov (TJW). One banded at WHNC 21 Sep (MM) was early; this 
species does not breed there. 

Dark-eyed (Slate-colored) Junco: Earliest in the west was banded at WHNC 6 Sep 
(ND4), whereas first in the east was 22 Sep, the observer’s “earliest ever in 
eastern Nebraska” (JR). 

Dark-eyed (Oregon) Junco: One banded 10 Sep at WHNC (MM) was 2nd-earliest 
on record. Early dates are 17-21 Sep. The only report fi:t)m the east, where 
uncommon, was of one in Lincoln 23 Nov (SS, details). 

Dark-eyed (Pink-sided) Junco: Earliest were 3 near Mitchell 22 Sep (KD); early 
dates are Sep 17-22. 
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Dark-eyed (Gray-headed) Junco: This form has become almost annual in recent 
years. One was in a yard near Mitchell 30 Aug-1 Sep (KD, photo), about the 
14th documented record, and earliest on record. 



This Dark-eyed (Gray-headed) Junco, the 14th documented record, was photographed in a 
yard near Mitchell on 31 Aug 2012 by Kathy DeLara. 


Summer Tanager: A fern at WP 20 Sep (LE) was tardy; last dates are 26-28 Sep. 

Scarlet Tanager: Reports were routine for this fairly common eastern summer 
resident and fall migrant. 

Western Tanager: A fem in Kearney 9 Sep (KS) was one of few central Nebraska 
reports. Rather late was one at WHNC 30 Sep (KD); late dates are 4-7 Oct 

Northern Cardinal: The small population continues at Bridgeport, near the western 
reaches of the Nebraska range; singles were seen 6 and 20 Aug (LJH). One was 
in a Mitchell yard 23-24 Nov (KD); there are a couple of small populations in 
this county (Scotts Blu^ also. Rather late recently-fledged young were being 
fed in Lincoln Co 12 Sep (TJW) and in Lincoln 30 Aug (JGJ). 

Rose-breasted Grosbeak: A Lincoln feeder hosted an imm male 18-25 Oct and the 
same feeder a fem 26 Oct (PC); oddly, there are about a dozen late Oct-early Jan 
records. 

Black-headed Grosbeak: Reports were routine for this common western, fairly 
common central, summer resident euid fall migrant. 
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Blue Grosbeak: Reports were routine for this fairly common statewide summer 
resident and fall migrant. 

Lazuli Bunting: Reports were routine for this fairly common Panhandle summer 
resident and fall migrant. 

Indigo Bunting: There were 2 reports of rather late fledglings being fed by ads: in 
Bellevue 15 Aug (CNK) and at FF 5 Sep (JR). The observer’s yard in 
southwestern Dixon Co has a strange attraction for lingering imm Indigo 
Buntings; an imm male was there through 16 Oct (JJ), and in recent years early 
Oct records are the norm there, including one that lingered into early Jan (JJ). 

Dickcissel: Continuing the trend noted in the summer report, few westerly reports 
were received compared with recent years. This may be another effect of very 
dry grassland conditions westward. One was at CLNWR 7 Aug (JGJ, LD), and 
another was in Dawes Co 17 Aug (WF). 

Bobolink: Reports were routine for this common summer resident mostly in the 
north and east and uncommon fall migrant. 

Red-winged Blackbird: Reports were routine for this abundant fall migrant. 

Eastern Meadowlark: Reports were routine for this common summer resident south 
and east, localized elsewhere, and fall migrant. 

Western Meadowlark: Reports were routine for this common statewide summer 
resident and late fell migrant. 

Yellow-headed Blackbird: Reports were routine for this common statewide summer 
resident and fell migrant 

Rusty Blackbird: The many reports of good numbers were encouraging for a 
species considered to be in decline. In Lancaster Co it was the “best year yet for 
sightings” (LE). At least 200 were reported in all, including 85 at Wanahoo L 3 
Nov (JGJ), 55 in Dakota Co 30 Oct (BFH), and 27 in Lancaster Co 31 Oct (LE). 
Earliest was one in Wayne Co 22 Sep (MB), 3rd-earliest on record; early dates 
are 28-29 Sep. Westerly records are rare; 2 were in Lincoln Co 21 Oct (TJW). 

Brewer’s Blackbird: One in Sherman Co 17 Aug (WF) was east of the breeding 
range and likely an early migrant although migrants away from the breeding 
range are usually not noted until late Aug. 

Common Grackle: Reports were routine for this abundant fall migrant. 

Great-tailed Grackle: Sandhills reports have only recently become more routine; 2 
were in Holt Co 19 Aug (JJ), one was in Burwell 27 Aug (JGJ, LD), and 2 were 
at Lakeside 6 Sep (JGJ, LD. A bit tardy for a sizeable flock were the 55 in 
Ogallala5Noy(CWH). 

Brown-headed Cowbird: Reports were routine for this abundant statewide fall 
migrant. 

Orchard Oriole: Very late were a fern with begging young in Scotts Bluff Co 25 
Aug(KD). 

Bullock’s Oriole: Males depart early in fell, leaving imms and ferns, which usually 
depart by mid-Aug. Thus somewhat late were a fern or imm bird near Mitchell 
25 Aug (KD) and an imm male (possibly a hybrid) there 1 Sep (KD). Last 
reported was a rather late single at WSR 8 Sep (AK). Last dates are 11-12 Sep. 

Baltimore Oriole: Only the 6th fell record for the Panhandle was an ad male near 
Mitchell 1 Sep (KD). Singles in Dixon Co 29 Sep (JJ) and in Otoe Co 30 Sep 
(LF) were rather late; late dates are 1-4 Oct. 
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Gray-crowned Rosy-Finch: None were reported; most years birds have arrived by 
mid-Nov. 

Purple Finch: Numbers were only average and all reports were from the east as 
expected; earliest were the 6 in Dakota Co 7 Oct (D&JP), about on time. 

Cassinis Finch: Five were banded at WHNC 5-26 Sep (MM); one of these, a fem, 
was seen there 29 Sep (WRS, CNK). Two males and a fem were there 22 Sep 
(AK, KD), and a male was photographed there 10 Nov (KD). This species may 
be increasing in numbers in the area; they were “not all that rare” in the 
Scottsbluff area (RSg). 

House Finch: Reports were routine for this common statewide resident. 

Red Crossbill: The unusual number of statewide summer reports was continued into 
fall, with one in Dodge Co 3 Aug (D&JP) and another in Omaha 25 Aug (JR). 
Good numbers continued in the east; Holy Sepulchre Cem, Omaha, hosted up to 
12 in a mixed flock with White-wingeds 11-29 Nov (GR, m. ob.), 7 were at 
Forest Lawn Cem, Omaha, 27 Oct (JR), 5 were at BOL 5 Nov (JC, SS), and 6 
were in Lincoln 17 Nov (LE). 



This White-winged Crossbill was photographed at Wildcat Hills Nature Center, Scotts Bluff 
Co, 10 Nov 2012 by Kathy DeLara. 


White-winged Crossbill: This was an incursion year, with the arrival in mid-Nov of 
good numbers. The last 3 incursions were in 1997-98, 2001-02, and 2011-12. 
This fall 20+ were at Holy Sepulchre Cem, Omaha, 11-29 Nov (RM, m. ob.), a 
male was at WHNC 10-11 Nov (KD, photo), one was in North Platte 13 Nov 
(TJW), 4 were at Tekamah Cem 14 Nov (CNK), 2 were at a Norfolk Cem 17 
Nov (MB), 2 were at South Bend 27 Nov (PM), and 3-4 were at Mercer Woods, 
Oma^ 30 Nov (JR). 

Common Redpoll: A few reach northern Nebraska most winters, but this year 
reports were virtually statewide by the end of the period, although numbers were 
not large. Earliest were about on time with previous years, 3 near North Platte 6 
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Nov (fide TJW), and best count was only 9, those in Antelope Co 24 Nov (LR, 
RH). In all, about 38 were reported (m. ob.). 

Pine Siskin: Good numbers appeared statewide, including 100 at an Omaha feeder 
26 Nov, “unprecedented in 30+ years” (NR); elsewhere, 75 fi-equented the 
feeders at WHNC 11 Nov (KD), and 60 were in Cass Co 7 Nov (CNK). Earliest 
away from breeding areas was an imm fern at an Omaha feeder 12-13 Sep, the 
observer’s earliest ever in Omaha by 18 days (JR). 



This Evening Grosbeak was photographed near North Platte, Lincoln Co, 19 Oct 2012 by 

Virginia Clark. 

Lesser Goldfinch: There were several reports of this now-regular Panhandle 
summer visitor; WHNC hosted 1-2 from late Jul through 11 Sep (MM, AK) and 
3 were at Coffee Park, Sioux Co, 7 Aug (DH et al.). Possibly one of the 3 at 
Coffee Park was a black-backed male seen at nearby Sowbelly Canyon 16 Aug 
(WF), and a green-backed male was at Cedar Canyon WMA, Scotts Bluff Co, 
16Aug(WF). 

American Goldfinch: Heat affected goldfinches visiting a Lincoln yard: one 
observer reported that during the summer 6 individuals were seen in the yard 
“struggling to breathe in the high temperatures and dying”, and far fewer juvs 
than usual were seen (R&SW). 

Evening Grosbeak: The 4 reports were from the western part of the state: 2 were in 
a yard near Mitchell 17 Oct (KD), one was in a Lincoln Co yard 19 Oct (VC, 
photo), 4-5 were at WHNC 26 Oct (AP), and one was in an Ogallala yard 1 Nov 
(JO, photo). Other than spring 2010 sightings, this is the first set of multiple 
sightings in the state since the 1990s. 

House Sparrow: Reports were routine for this common statewide resident. 
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Bellevue Fall Field Days 


by Janis Paseka 


The 2012 NOU Fall Field Days was held in conjunction with the Inland 
Bird Banding Association meeting at Fontenelle Forest Nature Center in Bellevue on 
October 26-28. The meeting, organized by Betty Grenon and Rick Schmid, drew a 
total of 104 attendees, including 33 members of the Inland Bird Banding 
Association. 

On Friday evening, Phil Swanson's photographic presentation "Welcome to 
Omaha ...It's for fte Birds" included a brief history of Omaha, an overview of area 
birding hotspots and photos of many of the birds which can be seen in the area. 
Following the presentation, a group led by A1 Reyer went to Hitchcock Nature 
Center north of Crescent, Iowa, to view Saw-whet Owl banding conducted by Jerry 
Toll and Sandy Reinken. Field trips on Saturday were led by Phil Swanson, Betty 
Grenon, Clem Klaphake, Elliott Bedows and Loren and Babs Padelford and included 
the following destinations: Fontenelle Forest, Neale Woods, Nathan's Lake, Boyer 
Chute National Wildlife Refuge, Schilling Wildlife Management Area, Arbor Lodge 
State Park, Prairie Owl Lake, Hitchcock Nature Center, Lake Manawa State Park, 
Walnut Creek Lake and Wehrspann Lake. Saturday afternoon presentation topics 
included the Nebraska Breeding Bird Atlas II by Wayne Mollhoff, dirumal raptor 
banding by Jerry Toll, Saw-whet Owl banding by Sandy Reinken, MAPS banding by 
Rick Schmid, and raptor rehabilitation by Denise Lewis. 

On Saturday evening, Neal Ratzlaff £q3peared in the guise of Spencer Baird, 
first curator at the Smithsonian Institution and presented a program entitled "Names 
for Birds - Physicians, Women and the Smithsonian". His program touched on much 
of the history of ornithology in ftie United States in the mid 1800s and looked 
especially at the discovery, description and naming of Grace's, Virginia's, Lucy's and 
Blackburnian Warblers. 

Sunday morning field trip destinations included some of the closer areas 
covered on Saturday. Some of the weekend highlights were Surf Scoter, Common 
Loon, American Woodcock, Hermit Thrush, Red Crossbill and 15 sparrow species. 
The total species count was 111. 
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NOU Fall Field Days - Bellevue 
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NOU Fall Field Days - Bellevue 



Nebraska 

counties 


Iowa 

counties 


Cass 

Douglas 

Otoe 

0 

r) 

Washington 


Harrison 

Pottawattamie 

Greater Yellowlegs 



X 






Pectoral Sandpiper 



X 






Wilson's Snipe 



X 

X 





American Woodcock 








X 

Bonaparte's Gull 








X 

Franklin's Gull 





X 



X 

Ring-billed Gull 

X 

X 


X 

X 


X 

X 

Forster’s Tern 





X 




Rock Pigeon 

X 

X 

X 


X 


X 

X 

Eurasian Collared-Dove 

X 


X 




X 


Mourning Dove 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 


X 


Eastern Screech-Owl 








X 

Great Flomed Owl 


X 






X 

Barred Owl 



X 

X 




X 

Northern Saw-whet Owl 








X 

Belted Kingfisher 

X 

X 


X 




X 

Red-headed Woodpecker 



X 

X 

X 




Red-bellied Woodpecker 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 


X 

X 

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker 


X 

X 

X 





Downy Woodpecker 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 


X 

X 

Hairy Woodpecker 

X 


X 

X 

X 


X 


Northern Flicker 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 


X 

X 

Pileated Woodpecker 




X 





American Kestrel 

X 




X 



X 

Merlin 





X 




Blue Jay 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 


X 


American Crow 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 


X 


Homed Lark 





X 



X 

Black-capped Chickadee 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 


X 


Tufted Titmouse 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 




Red-breasted Nuthatch 


X 

X 

X 





White-breasted Nuthatch 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 


X 

X 

Brown Creeper 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 


X 


Winter Wren 







X 
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NOU Fall Field Days - Bellevue 



Nebraska 

counties 


Iowa 

counties 


Cass 

Douglas 

Otoe 

Sarpy 

Washington 


Harrison 

Pottawattamie 

Carolina Wren 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 




Marsh Wren 



X 


X 




Golden-crowned Kinglet 


X 

X 


X 




Ruby-crowncd Kinglet 




X 

X 




Eastern Bluebird 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 


X 

X 

Hermit Thrush 

X 

X 


X 





American Robin 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 


X 

X 

Brown Thrasher 








X 

European Starling 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 


X 

X 

American Pipit 





X 




Cedar Waxwing 

X 

X 


X 

X 




Yellow-rumped Warbler 


X 

X 

X 

X 


X 

X 

Spotted Towhee 

X 




X 




Eastern Towhee 





X 




American Tree Sparrow 

X 


X 

X 

X 


X 


Chipping Sparrow 




X 

X 


X 


Clay-colored Sparrow 







X 


Field Sparrow 



X 






Vesper Sparrow 



X 


X 




Savannah Sparrow 



X 

X 

X 


X 


Grasshopper Sparrow 





X 




LeConte's Sparrow 





X 


X 


Fox Sparrow 

X 



X 

X 


X 


Song Sparrow 

X 


X 

X 

X 


X 


Lincoln's Sparrow 

X 


X 

X 

X 


X 


Swamp Sparrow 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 


X 


White-throated Sparrow 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 


X 


Harris's Sparrow 

X 


X 

X 

X 


X 


White-crowned Sparrow 



X 


X 




Dark-eyed Junco 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 


X 

X 

Northern Cardinal 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 


X 


Red-winged Blackbird 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 


X 


Eastern Meadowlark 





X 




Western Meadowlark 







X 
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NOU Fall Field Days - Bellevue 



Nebraska 

counties 


Iowa 

counties 


Cass 

Douglas 

Otoe 

Sarpy 

Washington 


Harrison 

Pottawattamie 

meadowlark sp. 

X 


X 


X 




Rusty Blackbird 





X 


X 


Common Crackle 



X 


X 


X 


Brown-headed Cowbird 

X 


X 


X 


X 


Purple Finch 

X 



X 





House Finch 

X 

X 


X 

X 




Red Crossbill 


X 







Pine Siskin 


X 



X 




American Goldfinch 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 


X 

X 

House Sparrow 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 


X 

X 

Totals by county 

52 

51 

61 

58 

79 


60 

44 


Total species; lU Nebraska total: 100 species Iowa total: 78 species 


Notes on a Greater Sage-Grouse Record by Levi L. Mohler 

Mark A. Brogie 

NOU Records Committee Chairperson 
508 Seeley Street, Box 316 
Creighton, Nebraska 68729 

In Nebraska, Greater Sage-Grouse has been considered an uncommon casual 
winter visitor in the extreme northwest (Sharpe et al. 2001). This species may now 
be extirpated in Nebraska due to habitat loss. There have been no known Nebraska 
observations of Greater Sage-Grouse in the last 25 years. The only documented 
record accepted by the NOURC of Greater Sage-Grouse in Nebraska (Accession 
#243) is a description of an adult male in September 1987 in extreme northwest 
Sioux County by Douglas Kapke (Grenon AG. 1990). 

In 2002 Wayne Mollhoff received the following record from Levi L. Mohler and 
submitted it to the NOURC in 2011. 

As a biologist for the Game, Forestation and Parks Commission (1941- 
1954), I worked first with Greater Prairie-Chickens and Sharp-tailed 
Grouse, but I was curious to see if Nebraska also had Greater Sage-Grouse. 

On several trips to northwest Sioux County, I interviewed ranchers, some of 
whom had seen sage grouse farther west, in Wyoming, not in Nebraska. 
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Until 1951 I had failed to find Sage-Grouse in Nebraska. Then, on the 
early morning of Thursday, April 12, 1951,1 saw a large male Sage-Grouse 
in full display directly in front of me on a country road in northern Sioux 
County. Several Sharp-tailed Grouse were nearby. 

The Sage-Grouse displayed for a few minutes. Then, seeming disturbed, 
it took flight to the southeast, disappearing perhaps a mile away. I was 
driving from west to east when the Sage-Grouse was first seen. Ardmore, 
South Dakota, could be seen from near this location. 

Besides the male Greater Sage-Grouse, I also saw twenty Sharp-tailed 
Grouse and over fifty antelope in northern Sioux County during the 
morning drive, which began and ended at Crawford. I began the morning's 
drive before sunrise. 

Upon receiving this record from Mollhoff in 2011,1 tried to contact Mohler for 
more information about this sighting. Unfortunately, after searching the internet, I 
found that he had passed away in April 2003 at the age of 94 years. During this 
research, I discovered that Mohler was at the forefront of studies in wildlife ecology 
in Nebraska and had published numerous papers on grouse, prairie-chickens, 
pheasants, and big game. Additionally, from his online obituary, I found that he had 
kept a daily diary for 65 years. Seeking possible additional information on the Sage- 
Grouse record, I contacted one of his two daughters regarding this diary. She 
contacted her sister, who had possession of the diary, and I was sent a photocopy of 
Mohler’s hand-written April 12, 1951, diary entry which reads in part: 

Up early + into N W Sioux County. Saw 20 sharptailed grouse, 1 
sage hen, + over 50 antelope. Ate breahfast in gulch S of Ardmore, then 
returned to Ogallalct' 

The Greater Sage-Grouse record was reviewed by the 2011 Nebraska 
Ornithologists’ Union Records Committee (Accession #1431). This record was 
classified as Class IV, meaning the identification is probably correct but not beyond 
reasonable doubt. This was due to the fact that it contained no detailed description 
of the bird, a necessity for approval of written records (Brogie MA. 2011). Despite 
the submitted record lacking details, there is no doubt that Mohler was an expert in 
upland game birds, which, coupled with his hand-written diary account, provides 
tantalizing evidence to support one of the last known accounts of a Greater Sage- 
Grouse in Nebraska. 
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Counties, continued 
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Empidonax sp. 61 

Ervin, Cody 75 

Evans, Ryan 27 


Falco columbariiis 
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Least 61,80,97, 110, 143 
Olive-sided 60, 80, 96, 143 
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Sharp-tailed 8, 30-31, 51, 77, 78, 90, 132, 
162-163 

Gnindman, Jonas 4,27, 128 

Gubanyi, Joe 4, 25, 27,48, 88, 120, 122, 128 

Guild, Sue 28 

Gull, 

Bonaparte's 10, 32-33, 56, 139, 160 
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